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Neither Rain nor Shine ….

Combined Club Operation 
Merging of Clubs Discussions and Combined Opera-

tion Trials are going on during meetings and during actual 
flight operations on the field. If you have not done so, 
look at the Merger Special issue of Glide Path. It is at 
http://www.wastatesoaring.com/GPMergerMar06A2.pdf . 
It does a good job of conveying the feeling of the merger 
ideas, and gives you the status of the merger issues. Here 
is an update of some of those issues. 

Merging 
At the WSSA Board Meeting, which was attended by 

key members of ESI, several outstanding merger-tasks 
were discussed: 
• We need to define what the Club’s Board of Direc-

tors looks like, by position and by initial name. (Most 
likely a vote-item for the membership). 

• Tax implications on transferred assets including air-
craft is one of the largest issues. We must understand 
the Washington State tax rules to do this smartly. A 
lot of work by members of both clubs is going into 
that issue.  

• A Joint Board Operating Plan and Agreement must 
be developed and voted on by both club’s board 
members. 

• A Merger Agreement must be developed and voted 
on by both club’s board members for submittal to the 
membership of both clubs. (this will most likely in-
clude the formal list of the Clubs Board of Directors 
of bullet 1 above)   

But whatever happens, the final decision to merge will 
be up to the voting membership of both clubs when all the 
key issues are in place and documented in the Merger 
Agreement. Anything we are doing now in a joint fashion 
with ESI can be undone by just not doing it. 

Field Ops 
Besides working the overall merger, many folks from 

both clubs have been working on a single, common Flight 
Log Sheet (AKA FOO-sheet) to use for combined soaring 
operations with the ESI and WSSA clubs. This FOO-
sheet permits us to log flight and collects all the necessary 
data for the aircraft log books and for correct billing, be it 
billing by each club individually, or combined billing 
later as we become one. The result is the FOO-sheet given 
in Figure 1 on the last page of YAWSTRING. 

This new FOO-sheet was tried on the W/E of April 21 
& 22. In general, the way we operate and how flights are 
recorded remain mostly the same.  In fact, we are actually 
collecting less data (only what is needed for billing and 
glider flight tracking).  Of course the main difference will 
be that there will be one FOO-sheet that both clubs will 
record ALL flights on.  It does not matter who is towing 
or which glider is on tow, all flights get recorded on the 
new common FOO sheet. 

Here is how we think it will work: 
During Flight Ops 
1. For any flight with a WSSA or ESI towplane or 

glider there should be an entry on the Flight Log 
Sheet. 

2. The person paying for the tow will still fill out a tow 
card.  
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3. Before handing the tow card to the tow pilot, be sure 
there is an indication on the tow card and Flight log 
that matches the tow card to the associated line on the 
Flight Log Sheet. 
See Note below on Tow Card Numbering. 

4. Record the launch time on the Flight Log Sheet  
5. Record the landing time on the Flight Log Sheet 

After Flight Ops 
1. Collect tow cards from BOTH ESI and WSSA tow 

planes and bring them together with the Flight Log 
Sheet for the day.  

2. Write your name on the bottom of the Flight Log 
Sheet. 

3. Send the Flight Log Sheet and all the tow cards to 
Dan Teifke (use the postage paid envelopes in the 
WSSA hangar).   
 
If you do step 3) here, you are done. 
If you’d like to try your hand at a little data entry, 
continue with step 4). 

4. Collate the tow cards to match the flights from the 
Flight Log Sheet 

5. Open the Flight Log Data Entry Sheet (xls spread-
sheet found on the WSSA and ESI web site).  

6. For each flight, fill in the fields using the Flight Log 
Sheet and tow cards for the day.  One row in the 
Flight Log Sheet should result in one row on the Data 
Entry Sheet. 

7. When all the data is entered, save the Data Entry 
Sheet, and send it to Dan Teifke - 
danteifke@gmail.com 

8. Take the Flight Log Sheet and tow cards and send 
them all to TBD...(Whoever will be the repository of 
all the clubs Data) 

Note: Tow Card Numbering 
One part of the process we are trying to improve is the 

ability, at the end of the day, to determine which tow card 
goes with which flight on the Flight Log Sheet.  To ac-
complish this, we'd like the FOO and/or pilot to write a 
number on the tow card in the upper left hand corner 
(do not use the "Tow Number" field on the right side of 
the card), then write this number in the "Tow Card#" col-
umn of the Flight Log Sheet.  You'll need to look at the 
Flight Log Sheet to determine the next available number 
for a tow card. 

At the end of the day, when all the tow cards from all 
the tow planes come back together with the Flight Log 
Sheet, there should be no question which tow card goes 
with which line on the Flight Log Sheet. 

 
A lot of thanks and kudos must go to Ronan Murphy,  

Brian Hood, and Dan Teifke for all their effort and push-
ing to finally get this in place. Also, David Owen has 
been very helpful in that he was the first FOO to use that 
scheme along with the ESI FOO. Because some of the 
printed directions did not get to the field, there was some 
confusion. But David took it all in stride and then docu-
mented all the difficulties. That will result in a much 

smoother operation next time. Thanks David for your ef-
fort. 

Rate Structure after Merge 
As you recall, this item was discussed at our last Gen-

eral meeting at the AWO Café. Bruce Bulloch presented a 
great vision statement that was truly 90% “out of the box” 
but  99.9% right, about what the rate structure should be 
for a successful Soaring Club. Some time later he updated 
that and put it into an eloquent document. While that 
document is part of Glide Path Merger-issue, I reproduce 
it here verbatim: 

Fee Structure Comments 

The impending merger brings up a lot of questions. 
Will I still have access to the soaring opportunities that I 
enjoy? Will this move be good for my club and for the 
sport? 

But no question carries with it the emotional heft as 
“How much is this going to cost me?”  

We have fallen in love with a sport that is heavy in 
technology and petroleum products. What we do is ex-
pensive and one of the jobs a club takes on is to mitigate 
those costs to keep us in the air as cheaply as possible. 
What “as cheaply as possible” means changes with evolv-
ing technology and economic forces; what that means also 
has to find a balance with the other key values of our 
sport: safety and enjoyment. 

The merger committee has spent a lot of time discuss-
ing costs and fee structures for a merged club. What 
we’ve come up with may be a little different from what 
you’ve come to expect in a club fee structure so you may 
want to pay close attention to this article. 

The financial model for most gliding clubs is broken 
and has become a contributing factor to the decline of our 
sport. 

The model clubs tend to use is the “Really Cheap 
FBO” model. Aside from pretty nominal monthly dues, 
members rent gliders (at a low rate) from the club and pay 
a tow fee (again, about as low as we can make it). There 
was a time several decades ago—when fuel and mainte-
nance costs were low, and a 2-33 was the crown jewel of 
the club— that this model was actually a clever way to 
beat the high cost of general aviation. 

But with today’s costs it is more likely than not that a 
club will come to the end of the year running a deficit. 
The solution is often to dip into the reserve funds for en-
gine overhauls and fabric replacement, essentially robbing 
our future to subsidize the present. 

We can’t go on this way, at least not without ruining 
the sport we love. 

In our discussions the merger committee came across 
three economic factors that must be addressed in any suc-
cessful fee structure.  

OPPORTUNITY COSTS. Traditional wisdom is that 
those who fly more should pay more. This makes sense 
out of the FBO model and is a comforting thought in 
January before we get busy flying. The pain threshold for 
that first flight of the year is low, “I just pay for a tow and 
$10 or $20 bucks for glider rental and I’m good to go.” It 
also soothes the conflicts between soaring and our other 
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obligations. If we can’t get out to fly it isn’t costing us 
anything. 

But the truth is that the real cost to the club doesn’t 
come from glider usage. The real cost comes from making 
them available on the flight line. Insurance, hanger rental, 
annuals, repairs—whether the glider flies or not, it is cost-
ing the club money. 

The service the club provides to you, as a member, is 
the opportunity to use the glider. 

A member who flies 2 times a year is as expensive to 
the club as a member who flies 30 times a year. 

Aside from being patently unfair, the FBO model dis-
courages activity in the club. While it may feel right in 
January, a per-flight pay system tends to discourage pilots 
from taking a risk on coming out to fly on marginal days. 
This not only diminishes the club operation but our indi-
vidual enjoyment of the sport. 

REVENUE PREDICABILITY.   From a financial 
standpoint, glider clubs are a zero-sum game. We don’t 
run at a profit. We have no hidden subsidiaries to bring in 
money. God love Halliburton, but we are not them . 

No matter how interested we are in flying in a given 
year or how the weather turns out, the club has to cover 
its budget. The FBO model is a “whim based” financial 
model. Revenue depends on how often members decide to 
fly and if the weather gods deign to smile on us. More of-
ten than not the math doesn’t work out at the end of the 
year. 

SMALL-POOL CUSTOMER BASE.   We are a club, 
not Wal-Mart. Use-based financial models are generally 
the product of good advertising. They troll a large popula-
tion generating a steady stream of customers. Soaring is a 
peculiar insanity; we sit at an extreme end of the bell 
curve. If everyone wanted to soar, Wal-Mart would be 
running an FBO and we would be out of business.  

In a club system, a small pool of members guarantee 
revenue to meet the budget of the club. It’s an “on the bus 
or off the bus” proposition. 

 
OK, so what does this mean in terms of a proposed fee 

structure? The merger committee has decided to start out 
our joint life using Evergreen’s yearly flight fee structure. 
In this structure, members would pay a yearly fight fee 
(Evergreen’s fee is presently $300). 

That’s the only glider rental fee they would pay. For 
that fee you would have unlimited access, for an entire 
year, to all club gliders you were qualified to fly. 

There would be a provision for single flight fees for 
those years when you really are only going to fly a few 
times (Evergreens per flight fee is currently $40). 

This fee realistically reflects the OPPORTUNTY 
COSTS the club has undertaken on your behalf. We pay 
for the opportunity to fly. The club no longer shoulders 
the burden of getting us to come out and rent gliders. 

This new fee structure gives the club REVENUE 
PREDICABILITY critical to successful financial man-
agement. We draw up a club budget in January and col-
lect the fees to meet it at the same time, and if you ever 

end up as a board member, it will save you a lot of stom-
ach acid in December.   

This new fee structure will more accurately respond to 
the SMALL-POOL CUSTOMER BASE of our sport. We 
can accurately calculate fees based on the number of 
members we have in a given year. The good news is that 
as the club grows the fee goes down. 

What Evergreen has found is that everyone groans a 
bit over the January bill but as the soaring season kicks in 
all of that is behind you. All of your subsequent bills are 
lower and the temptation to gamble on an uncertain 
weather prediction is easier, leading to those surprising 
joys when the weather opens up in the afternoon. 

So what are the advantages to you as a member? 
Well, I suppose one advantage is that it is, like pulling 

off a band-aid, a “short pain” billing experience. Come 
August when the wife is really beginning to object to the 
amount of time you devote to the sport, a high bill won’t 
add to the friction. 

Beyond that:  
SAccumulating rental fees don’t stand between you 

and getting into the air. It’s easier to justify coming out on 
those “iffy” days . 

SYou will have control on amortizing your flight fees 
based on your interest. 

SYou will be invested in flying more and will there-
fore be a better, and safer, pilot. 

SIt will keep the club on healthy financial footing and 
help insure the future of the sport. 

SBut most importantly you will have a precise for-
mula for carrying your weight in the club. 

As a member you are responsible for the club’s health. 
It’s comforting to think that when we are off doing other 
things someone else is busy flying and paying rental fees 
or volunteering, but that’s not reality. If you want the club 
to be healthy you have to support it. That’s not a flexible 
commitment based on how the rest of your life is going. 

We are soaring pilots. We are gifted with a rare skill 
and cursed with a rare addiction. Our club is an essential 
resource for our ability to pursue our passion in the sky. 

This new fee structure allows us to be good stewards 
of this resource. 

AWO Operations Notes 
AWO Locks –Remember, the lock-combinations 

have been changed. Call your favorite Board Member to 
get updated. 

Also, once you open the locks, Undo the combination 
right away; just run your thumb over the wheelies. Oth-
erwise the lock will be hanging there, ready to be read by 
anybody.  

AWO Flight Line: As you drag the gliders from the 
landing strip to the take-off strip, make sure that you 
place them in 2 lines, the East-Line and the West-Line.  
The middle is no-mans land. That way we get more glid-
ers into a small space and we may be able to run a 2-
towplane operation.   
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Also, when you are at the head of the line, leave room 
for one more glider behind you; and be ready for immedi-
ate take-off as soon as the towplane arrives. Idling or 
shutting-down and re-starting the towplane takes extra 
gas, and is hard on the towplane, and it reduces our num-
ber of flights. Ideally, each towplane should be able to 
launch more than three flights per hour. 

Oil Drip Pans: Fire prevention rules for our Hangars 
demand that we have oil drip pans under each gas/diesel 
engine. This includes the golf cart. Please ensure that the 
pans a properly placed when you lock up. 

Updated Costs & Rates  
After lengthy finance analysis, and a lot of agonizing, 

the WSSA Board has established the following new rates. 
On  March 1, 2007, these are the rates in effect: 

Monthly Dues $30.00 
Inactive Dues $ 5.00 
Glider Cost/Flight $10.00 
Towing: 

Hook-up $12.00 (members)   
 $24.00 non-members 
Tow per 100’ $0.90 

Joining: 
Must be SSA member 
Initiation Fee $75.00 
Deposit $150.00 
Continuation Fee $75.00 (after 6 month of joining) 
Trial Membership $70.00 (SSA not rqd) 

Note that we have a special Hook-up Fee exchange 
with ESI. ESI folks tow at our member-rates. 

Also, please note starting with the May 1st billing, we 
will be charging the stated 10% penalty for balances out-
standing past 30 days of billing. 

The updated details of our rates & Charges are posted 
on the web at  http://www.wastatesoaring.com/rates.shtml  

The new rates at the SGC in Ephrata became effective 
Jan 1, 2007. They are: 

Annual Dues $35.00 
Pilot Fee $10.00/wk $60.00 annual 
Trailer Fee $25.00/wk $160.00 annual 
RV Parking $53.95/wk $323.70 annual 
 
Tows at EPH 1500’ $22.00 
  Per 100’ above 1500’ $0.90 
Aero Retrieve, per Tach. hour  $100.00 
 

AWO History 
On March 31st, 2007 a “Salute of Remembrance” was 

held for the Naval Auxiliary Air Station once located at 
Arlington Airport. The event occurred at the old fire hall 
which was also decommissioned as part of the ceremony. 
The old fire hall is being demolished to allow for new de-
velopment. Richard L. Logg Sr. (MSgt. Of Marines – 
Ret.) did an excellent job organizing the event in which 

approximately 200 people attended. Speakers included 
Mr. Logg himself, a representative of Airport Staff, City 
of Arlington Mayor Pro-Tem Sally Lein and Commodore 
Thomas A. Tack, US Navy. 

A special Thank You went to the US Navy who sup-
plied the equipment and color guard for the event and 
who setup and tore down, to Paul Nyenhuis for his per-
formance with the Native American Flute, to Amanda 
Winkley who sang the National Anthem, to Chaplain 
Dennis for the invocation and closing prayer, to Joanna 
Iglesias of Marysville for her playing of “Taps”, and the 
Blackjack Squadron for performing the Missing Man 
Formation. 

 

AWO Gates and Security 
Anthony Davis, Airport Resource Officer,  

It's time again to put out a short reminder to you all. 
As it gets warmer we are seeing more and more activity. 
So it's important to keep a heads up on security matters 
around your Airport and call in any activity you believe 
may be suspicious. Also one of the things that concerns 
me is that gates are being left open in some areas of the 
airport. Not only is this a concern for security of your 
property, it is also a concern for safety of persons and air-
craft.  

Just last week I found a car parked on Taxiway ‘C’ by 
the numbers on Runway 11. How did they get there? 
They told me they drove through an open gate off Airport 
Dr., which is on the southwest side of the airport and 
north of 172 St. on 51 St.  

So, if you are responsible for locking your gate please 
do so. It is a liability issue. Thank You for your time.  

If you would like to talk to Mr. Davis, please leave a 
message at the airport office or the Police Department and 
he will get back to you. 

Airport Appreciation Day 
Airport Appreciation Day is Saturday, May 5th at 9:00 

AM. Free flights will be given to kids ages 7-18 through 
the EAA Young Eagles Program. Also, this year a shuttle 
will run from the north end of the airport to the south end 
giving attendees a tour of the businesses and different 
types of aircraft on the Airport. 
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Soaring At AWO 
By Dan Teifke 

After spending most of last year getting my single en-
gine rating and recently a tailwheel endorsement, I’d been 
trying to carve out some days to go fly a glider.  I got a 
flight in with Dave Reusch a few weeks ago to be sure I 
could still fly without a throttle in my hand, but I figured 
my soaring skills were definitely rusty. 

I watch the AWO mid-week soaring group and usually 
live vicariously through their adventures.  I’ve been tell-
ing myself for some time that I was going to join them a 
few times this spring if the condition looked good. 

All week long I’d been watching day after day of 
white puffy clouds.  The AWO mid-week soaring group 
was strangely silent.  This was very odd, as those guys are 
usually ready at the first hint of a good soaring day.  Ap-
parently Fred H. was out of town and he’s usually the guy 
who rounds up a tow pilot.  Finally, on Thursday, Brian 
Hood kick started the group with the AWO web-cam 
showing all those white puffy clouds.  I sent back a re-
sponse that I’d fly Friday if there was an operation.  A 
few others chimed in and before long John Gilbert had a 
Friday soaring operation set up for AWO, launching 
around noon. 

I showed up at about 11:00 to start getting organized.  
The only person around was Brad Hill, so I talked with 
him for a few minutes and helped put the wings on his 
Apis.  After a few minutes more and more people started 
showing up and the weather was starting to look very 
promising to actually go soaring (as opposed to gliding). 

The L33 and 1-26 were in Ephrata, the Astir was in 
the shop, and I’ve never actually checked out in the 1-34, 
so that left me with a choice of which L23 to fly, I chose 
65BA.  Meanwhile, everybody else was pulling shiny 
white sailplanes from their boxes.  The golf cart was also 
in the shop, so with a little help from Keith McLean I 
pulled 65BA over to the launch area the old fashion way. 

About this time I ran into Ron Bellamy.  He flies al-
most everyday with Out Of The Blue.  He commented that 
it was about time the glider pilots showed up as the last 
two days had been awesome for soaring, but nobody had 
organized anything.  I chatted with Ron a few minutes.  
Looking at the developing condition, he made some sug-
gestions on where to go to start with.  It looked like a little 
SE of the airport, over the ski lake, would be a good bet. 

So, at 12:25 I launched in 64BA to the north behind 
Angus McKinnon in the ESI Pawnee, and took a big 
sweeping tow around to a couple miles SE of the airport.  
Since it had been so long since I’d actually done any 
thermalling, I was not too confident in my ability to stay 
in the air, even with these somewhat ideal looking condi-
tions.  Turns out I had nothing to worry about.  Under 
each of those puffy white clouds there was indeed lift and 
I was able to make reasonably good use of it. 

So, for the next 3 hours I cruised from cloud to cloud 
anywhere from NE to E to SE of the airport, getting fa-
miliar with a glider again.  What a blast.  I spent most of 
the time between 3000 and 5000 feet.  A couple of time I 

thought the lift might be dissipating here over the low 
lands, but then along came another cloud with a ride back 
up to cloud base. 

Back on the ground I could hear a fairly constant flow 
of tows by the Angus in the ESI Pawnee and Keith in the 
WSSA SuperCub.  I guess even more people showed up 
after I launched.  Finally, my butt was getting pretty sore 
and my feet were a little cold, so I decided it was time to 
come down.  I flew out into an open area NE of the air-
port and did some big steep turns enjoying the fresh green 
fields around Arlington in the sun.  What a beautiful day! 

I landed uneventfully at 3:35 to finish my little 3+ 
hour adventure above Arlington.  Angus and a few others 
helped me pull 65BA back over to its tie down.  Many 
others were still out exploring the various peaks and val-
leys east of Arlington.  Later I read of their adventures as 
well… but I’ll let them tell their stories. 

Care of Club Equipment 
Some days ago Dave Owen wrote a message about the 

golf cart. That in particular, and conditions on the flight-
line and in the hangar specifically, force me to this 
Stump-Diatribe:  

Caution: Heinz is on the Stump: 

In essence, Dave Owen our Golf Cart Maintenance Man-
ager wrote:   

“An e-mail alerted me to the possibility that the golf cart 
was not running right. I checked on it this morning and 
found it to be in a deplorable condition. It would not run, 
the lid was missing to the tub on the back, and there 
were seat weights in the tub. The tub was off the golf 
cart and on the hanger floor. There was trash in just 
about every nook and cranny, like candy wrappers, cof-
fee cups, paper towels and such. 

So, I moved the golf cart to Rick's hangar next door (he 
has the pilot shop) and he is going to get it running this 
week. I may have to get a new tub if the lid does not 
show up. I told Rick I would see him next Saturday as I 
will be out of the area this week. He said he would have 
it running by then. I will let the board know the cost. 

I intend to make an instruction sheet to put on the log 
sheet and tow card holder.  

Heinz, maybe you can put a few words in the next issue 
of the YAWSTRING about taking care of club property, 
especially the golf cart.” 
 

Well it is not only the Golf Cart. It is the whole hangar, 
and to some extent the fight line. While WSSA thanks 
everybody who lends a hand and repairs things have bro-
ken, it is inconceivable that some folk can leave the tools 
strewn about the hangar, and God knows where else, 
hopefully not in the bottom of some aircraft! Please put 
the tools back where you found them. A benefit for you 
and rest of us: you will find them when you need them the 
next time.  

Also, dirty rags and trash has its place: in the trashcan 
for the trash, and home for washing if you want to re-use 
the rags. The same goes for coffee cups and pop cans. 
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And if the trashcan is full, please empty it. And if you 
can’t find a dumpster, take the full bag home and put it 
into your trash. Then put a new plastic bag into the trash-
can so the next person can do the same.. Remember 
Mother does not live in the hangar. YOU must keep it 
clean and organized.  

The flight line: the gliders must be tied down safely. If 
you leave the field, it is YOUR responsibility to make 
sure they are. That means you verify that they are not just 
hooked on by the open-ended hook, that the main wheel is 
in shocks, and not resting on the wire, that the tail-wheel 
is off the ground, that the tail is safely tied in, and the 
wings have a secondary tie-down. Treat the aircraft as if 
they were your own, because they ARE your own! 

Finally, if YOU see something that is not right, fix it 
if you can! If that is not possible, notify some one on the 
board. 

PS: What is “WHO” supposed to do with the EGT 
Gauge and the mounting-bolts left on the desk? 

Heinz is off the stump!! 

Golf Cart Postscripts 
As reported above, David Owen moved the golf cart 

to Rick's hanger next door. Rick was going to get it run-
ning and hopefully have it back to us a couple of days 
later. He called later to say that he diagnosed the problem 
as excessive oil added, which probably ruptured a seal 
and soaked the ignition parts. We have no idea who added 
the oil. David and I check it when we gas it up, and every 
morning and we have not found it to need any more oil. 

Sadly Rick had to tell us that his son was in a coma in 
the hospital and he was not going to be able to do any-
thing with our golf cart. The Pilot shop has been closed all 
this week. 

So David made arrangements with 19th Hole Golf 
Cart to service the machine. They picked it up and took it 
to Everett for repair. They have our business billing ad-
dress, and our list of board members, and David to con-
tact. If it is repaired this week David will make every ef-
fort to get it back to the hanger. However David will be 
gone for several weeks beginning the first of May so 
someone else will have to step in for him. 

The lid to the tub showed up on Saturday and all is 
well in that department. 

WSSA Newsbytes 
New Members 

Please welcome John N. Heater: 
John comes to Arlington from Bainbridge Island, with 

his own towplane AND a SparrowHawk AND a CFI 
(power) rating. He has 110 Glider Hours, more than 3300 
hrs in airplanes, and hundreds of tows.  John thinks it 
would be cool to use his Citabria to tow his SparrowHawk 
while it is still unregistered. John’s son is also a 
tow/glider pilot. 

EPH Encampment 
The EPH Encampment for the joint WSSA/ESI Club 

runs from May 26 to June 4 (Memorial Day to following 

W/E). There will be no AWO operations scheduled for 
that week. We are encouraging all of out members to 
sample the great soaring Ephrata can offer.   

Please notify our EPH Ops manager Keith C. Purves 
at (purvesk@quixnet.net) what your plans are for the En-
campment. He needs to know so that he can schedule 
gliders, towplanes and perhaps a dinner schedule for the 
evenings and/or other fun stuff. 

This Season Soaring Schedule 
Here are the prime schedule dates: 

EPH Ops: Started on 14/15 April, with the 1-26, and 
L-33 arriving on site. The 1-26 was assembled, polished, 
and test-flown by your editor. 

Aero-Acrobatics Training Camp: May 17-June 3 
(The EPH box is open the entire time)  

X-C Weekend at EPH: May 26-28 with ESI 
EPH Encampment: May 26-June 4 (Memorial Day 

to following W/E). We add one L-23 with trailer, and 
Pawnee to the equipment; and return the L-23 with trailer, 
and the Pawnee on June 3. 

Virtual Contest: EPH June 2-3. Rules are simple: 
Start anywhere you want. Finish anywhere you want. 
Turnpoint: You must get to within 2 miles of Wilbur. 
Scoring is by OLC; the one with maximum combined 2-
day points wins. 

Aero-Acrobatics Camp: EPH Box open 6/9-10, 6/15-
20, Patch Day 6/16. 

Aero-Acrobatics Apple Cup: 6/21-24  EPH Box 
open entire time. 

Willamette Valley Soaring Club Safari to EPH: 
June 25-29 

Region 8 Contest, EPH: July 2-7.  July 1 is Practice 
day. WSSA will support this with the Pawnee. Cub stays 
at AWO. 

EAA AWO Fly-In: July 11-15. AWO will be closed 
to soaring. WSSA and ESI are planning on a Safari to 
Darrington.   

Alvord Safari: July 17-21 
CAP encampment: July 18-29. 
Aero-Acrobatics Patch Day 8/25 EPH Box open 
Aero-Acrobatics Apple Turnover Contest: 9/5 to 

9/9  (EPH Box open entire time) 
EPH Closes: 1st W/E in October2007. 

WSSA at EPH 
We have the following parking spots for our equipment: 

Trailer/Glider spots   
L33 - spot 31 
Astir - spot 32 
1-26 - tie down spot 5 

For that parking service we have agreed to take care of 
the EPH Clubhouse cleanup on these weekends: 

May 26, 27, 28 
June 2, 3 
July 28, 29 

Please see the cleanup task-sheet posted on the Fridge. 
Gliders at EPH 

On Saturday 4/14 the 1-26 took an uneventful trailer-
ride across the Cascades. She is now on the flightline at 
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KEPH and is anxious to fly. The parachute is in its cabi-
net in our shed. The battery and charger is in the SGC 
shed at its normal place. 

Since the weather was not conducive to soaring on 
Saturday, she got a wash and polish on the bottom of the 
wings in the trailer before we assembled her. 

The same weather-thingy happened Sunday morning, 
so the top of the wings got washed and polished. A 1.5 hrs 
test-flight proved that the L/D as improved at least 3 
points.  

While I was laboring with the test flight some one 
must have come and dropped off the L-33 in her trailer.  I 
believe Thanks are due to Gary Paulin. 

And I think Pierre Parent took the 1-26 microphone 
and one barograph and got it to our shed too during the 
following weekend. 

Safety 
Ron Bellamy, our CF&SO writes 

Late Sunday afternoon (April 22), I was informed by 
one of our glider pilots and an instructor flying a Champ 
from "Out of the Blue Aviation" that as they were an-
nouncing a left base to runway 34, a tow pilot announced 
that they were departing on the grass glider runway 16. 
The champ pilots being knowledgeable about the glider 
operations allowed that they would stay heads up and 
there was no problem with the tow continuing to take off.  

However, they would never have expected the tow to 
end up going to the right (WEST) directly head-on to 
them at the same altitude. This was not a happy moment 
and extremely unsafe. 

In my opinion, it is absolutely imperative that regard-
less of what the glider pilot would like to do, and unless 
special circumstances exist such as inclement weather to 
the East and great VFR to the West, we should always 
begin our tow with a turnout to the EAST of the field. 
That is what all of our power pilots are expecting and in 
the interest of safety we need to keep that consistent so 
that our actions can be predicted in advance by other traf-
fic. 

If, after reaching a safe altitude that is clear of the 
power traffic flow, one may consider turning west. But 
one must also leave the glider a safe radius of action for 
entering the pattern from the other side of the field and 
safely staying clear of the power traffic. This should pre-
sent very little problems. However, even at that, towing to 
the west should be to reliable, predictable lift, if the glider 
pilot is going to fly anywhere in the vicinity of the power 
traffic patterns.  

Arlington is becoming extremely busy with power 
planes, helicopters, ultra lights and gliders. We need to be 
proactive in our approach to flying in that mix. This is 
probably a good topic for discussion in our board meet-
ings and meetings with the tow pilots and instructors. 
Your comments are more than welcome. 

Slips 
I wrote a blurb on slips for the last issue based on my 

experience and study. And I invited folks to comment and 
tell me more. Here was my invitation: 

Oh by the way, there also is a turning slip. Here we 
hold more aileron than a coordinated turn demands.  The 
result is the same; we reduce L/D and loose altitude.  
Just remember, more aileron. Less aileron results in a 
skid; this is a good way to enter a spin. 

Now here is a question for the instructors: Isn’t “less 
aileron” in a turning slip, a slip to the outside of the turn? 

Stay tuned. We may have some answers on Safety 
in the next issue.  How about your answers? I am always 
looking for good material. 

I was hoping to get educated and share the wealth. But my 
audience stayed quiet. I am dumbfounded.  

Heinz 

2007 Region 8 Contest 
The 2007 Region 8 Contest is now less than three 

months away (July 2-7) and to date Bob Wallach, CD has 
received only 4 applications. If you are planning to fly, or 
even if you think you may attend, but are not completely 
decided, please let him know of your intentions at email 
ephrata07@gmail.com , or better yet, register on-line with 
the SSA. It is difficult to move forward with towplane, 
field and event planning without numbers. 

Planning continues and everything otherwise is in 
place for a great week. Bob is still looking for volunteers 
to help with registration desk, scoring, towing and the 
launch line. If you are not flying, but are on the field or 
know of potential volunteers, please contact him or Jim 
Simmons (Chief Towpilot). 

Alvord Safari  
Once again from July 17-21, the Willamette Valley 

Soaring Club will be doing their annual safari to the Al-
vord desert. The living conditions at this “far-out” loca-
tion have improved a little as of last year when they built 
a portable two-room toilet with running water and flush 
toilets. 

They may have room for up to 10 who might want to 
join. Tows are still only by auto and with the new wire 
they are getting 2,000’-2,300’ AGL. Most of the folks 
were able to get away for long and high flights (4-6 hours 
and 17,000’). They will have a 2-33 on site, so it will be 
possible to get people ground launch certified. 

Tows will be charged at $10.00 a tow. As in the past 
you are asked to bring 5-10 gallons of gas. The gas is put 
into the tow pool, and the gas you bring is credited at the 
going price in Burns to offset the cost of tows. 

If you would like to participate, call or email Steve 
Rander at 503-209-3832   SteveR@schoonercreek.com . 
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Training 
CFIG Scholarship Program 

WSSA is continuing the offer of a CFIG Scholarship Program. To qualify for application to the Scholarship Program, 
you must 
1. have been a member of WSSA for 1 year or more,  and 
2. have a Glider commercial rating. 

Once approved for the program, you will qualify for reimbursement after you have passed: 
1. the Fundamentals of Instruction knowledge test; 
2. the CFIG knowledge test; and 
3. the CFIG practical test. 

You will then be reimbursed, up to a combined total limit of $500, for your CFIG Knowledge and Practical Test fees, and 
WSSA glider- and tow-fees incurred during the pursuit of the CFIG rating. In return, you are obligating yourself to be the 
flight instructor on the field for a minimum of 12 days over the next two years. Eligible members may apply to our Vice 
President. The WSSA Executive Board will award the scholarship.  
 

 
YAWSTRING Masthead  
 

YAWSTRING 
Newsletter of Washington State Soaring Association  

Available at http://www.wastatesoaring.com/newsletter.shtml  
Newsletter editing and layout: Heinz Gehlhaar 

 soarboy@comcast.net   
 
 

The newsletter is published whenever the editor gets “a round tuit”. Some serious attempts are being made to publish it 
once every 2 months. Usually it gets out sometimes in the middle of the month. Please send round tuits! 

Also, Please Please send me any errors you see in the Newsletter. Call me at 206-932-5428.  
 

 

Our Fleet Status  
Check WSSA Fleet Status on the BESC Web at http://www.wastatesoaring.com  in the Members Area 
 

 
Aircraft Current 

Location 
Maintenance Man-

ager 
Next Annual Due Status 

Pawnee N6917Z Arlington Pierre J. Parent Sched for March 5 Available for towing service 
Super Cub N7474D Arlington Michael E. Moore In Annual Hope to be done March 3 
Schweizer 1-26 N7742S Ephrata Heinz Gehlhaar 1/31/08 On the ramp ready for use 
Schweizer 1-34 N7644 Arlington Gary Paulin 1/31/08 On the ramp ready for use 
Blanik L23 N264BA Arlington Bruce Byrkett 1/31/08 On the ramp ready for use 
Blanik L23 N265BA Arlington David Marshall 1/31/08 On the ramp ready for use 
Blanik L33 N355BA Ephrata Dan Teifke 1/31/08 In Trailer ready for use 
Grob Astir N141SS Arlington Travis H. Brown Outstanding AD In Trailer - Grounded 
Parachutes EPH/AWO Michael Clarke Watch Repack-Dates!  In Hangar, ready for use 
Golf Cart Arlington David L. Owen  In Service from Repair 

 Last updated 4/26/07.  
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Proper Tie-Down Practice 
Please make sure that you use Carabiner hooks at the end of the tie-down straps. Use of the open-end hooks is too 

dangerous (unless they are bolted to the wire). If slack develops in the strap, it is just too easy to loose the hooked connec-
tion. And then our precious glider lifts her wing and blows away. Please note that we keep spare carabiners on the wall 
above the workbench in the hangar. 

Also, if you move the glider to a different spot on the flightline, it is your responsibility to also move the ground 
tackle. This includes getting a wrench and unbolting the hooks from the wire and rebolting them in the new place. 

Finally, it is good practice to have a major and a backup wing tie-down on each wing. The secondary tie-down may be 
just a rope, as long as it is not too ratty. 

WSSA Board 
Your WSSA Board spends a lot of time to keep us all flying. Step up and volunteer to be an understudy. Surely, there 

is an area of the Club which you can improve. Please come forward. The Club can use all the help it can get. 

Officers:  
Office Name Phone E-mail 

President Mike Moore H 206-790-7949 michael.moore@seattleopera.org 

Vice President  Brian Hood W 206-709-8123 
H 206-818-2521 brian@hoodlight.com 

Secretary Martin Gibbins W 253-773-1064 
H 425-644-4696 martin.n.gibbins@boeing.com 

Treasurer Tony Puglisi W 425-294-8140 
H 206-367-6980 tonypam@comcast.net 

C.F.&S.O. Ron Bellamy W 425-338-5175 
H 425-827-8672 ronbellamy@msn.com 

North End Aviation 
Homeport Liaison  

Aude-Marianne Bertucchi & 
Nicholas Constantine 

W 425-252-3236 
H 360-403-0448 constantine@alum.rpi.edu 

Operations-EPH Keith Purves W 206-296-0647 
H 425-255-7452 purvesk@quixnet.net 

Operations-AWO Lynn Weller H 425 235-1610 williamlynnw@msn.com 
Pawnee Manager Pierre Parent H 360-653-2613 pierrejparent@earthlink.net 
Super Cub MGR Mike Moore H 206-790-7949 Michael.Moore@seattleopera.org 

Sailplane Managers 
Glider Name Phone E-mail 

N7742S (1-26) Heinz Gehlhaar H (206)-932-5428  soarboy@comcast.net 

N7644 (1-34) Gary Paulin H (206)-236-3098 
W (425)-254-4361 paraglider@msn.com 

N355BA (L-33) Dan Teifke W (425)-201-2022  
H (425)-483-9347 soar@teifke.net 

N264BA (L-23) Bruce Byrkett H (425)-222-6895  byrkett@yahoo.com 
N265BA (L-23) David Marshall H (206)-406-8046  david.s.marshall@boeing.com 

N141SS (Astir) Travis H. Brown H 206-795-9092 
W 425-466-8892 travisbrown73@yahoo.com 

Non-Officers: 
Office Name Phone E-mail 

Chief Tow Pilot Mike Moore H (206)-790-7949 Michael.Moore@seattleopera.org 

Bookkeeper Brian Hood W 206-709-8123 
H 206-818-2521 brian@hoodlight.com 

Flight Log Keeper Dan Teifke W (425)-201-2022 
H (425)-483-9347 soar@teifke.net 

Newsletter Heinz Gehlhaar H (206)-932-5428 soarboy@comcast.net 
Golf Cart Manager David Owen H (360)-654-0462 mylodao@yahoo.com 
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Webmaster Dan Teifke W (425)-201-2022  
H (425)-483-9347 soar@teifke.net 

Librarian Tony Puglisi W (425)-342-0501  
H (206)-367-6980 tonypam@comcast.net 

Instructors & Tow Pilots 

WSSA Instructors 
This is a list of our Instructors. When you fly with them, worry about their well-being; like getting a break, getting 

something to drink and getting lunch. If it were not for the CFIGs almost none of us would be flying.  
Steve Baker 
Ron Bellamy 
Rich Blow 
Chuck Flora 

Al Gregg 
Skip Gregorie 
John Hope  
Stan Kasprzyk @ 

Kapi Parks 
Dave Reusch  
Lynn Weller 
 

@ Denotes SSA Instructor  

Thanks a lot to all those CFIGs who sign-up weekend after weekend. The students do appreciate your time and effort. 

WSSA Tow Pilots  
Remember the last time when soaring was grounded until a tow pilot could be found to replace the one who did not 

sign up or forgot to show up? Then you really find out how much our tow pilots mean to us! 
While they do love and live to fly, we subject them to long hours in often not too nice conditions and we grumble 

when they take a break to take on fuel, food and to exchange liquids. Because our tow pilot pay schedule is quite low 
(very close to zero, I’d say) we WSSA members surely want the below-named folks to know that we have high regard for 
your skill and your contribution to WSSA. May you always be 200 feet ahead of us!   

 
TOW Pilots 

Bellamy, Ron+ 
Blow, Rich+ 
Byrkett, Bruce 
Chism, Linda 
Flora, Chuck**  

Funston, Nelson 
Hope, John+ ** 
Johnson, Eric+ 
Kasprowicz, Krzys 

McNeil, Jim  
Moore, Michael+ ** 

Niedermeyer, Carl + ** 
Northcraft, Steve** 
Parent, Pierre** 

+ Denotes Commercial Power Rating.   ** Denotes WSSA Check Pilot 

Flying Blind 
A man was flying from Seattle to San Francisco. Unexpectedly, the plane 

was diverted to Sacramento along the way. The flight attendant explained that 
there would be a delay, and if the passengers wanted to get off the aircraft the 
plane would re-boarded in 50 minutes.  

 
Everybody got off the plane except one lady who was blind. The man had 

noticed her as he walked by and could tell the lady was blind because her See-
ing Eye dog lay quietly underneath the seats in front of her throughout the en-
tire flight.  

 
He could also tell she had flown this very flight before because the pilot ap-

proached her, and calling her by name, said, "Kathy, we are in Sacramento for 
almost an hour. Would you like to get off and stretch your legs?" The blind lady 
replied, "No thanks, but maybe my dog would like to stretch his legs."  

Picture this: All the people in the gate area came to a complete standstill 
when they looked up and saw the pilot walk off the plane with a Seeing Eye 
dog! The pilot was even wearing sunglasses. People scattered. They not only 
tried to change planes, but they were trying to change airlines!  
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Schedules 
WSSA Ops Team  Note: We may run with a common WSSA/ESI FOO (Updated4/27/2007) 

DATE LOC FOO TOW CFIG 
May 5 AWO D. Teifke G. Blow D. Reusch 

May 6 AWO  N. McLean S. Baker 
May 12 AWO  J. Mc Neil R. Bellamy 
May 13 AWO    

May 14 Opera Shop WSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
May 19 AWO   L. Weller 
May 20 AWO D Owen  S. Kasprzyk 

May 26 to 
June 3 EPH Encampment with ESI.  

NO AWO Operations  

 
ESI Ops Team   (Updated:4/26/07) 

DATE LOC FOO TOW CFIG 
May 5 AWO  M. Delaney  
May 6 AWO    

May 12 AWO  K. Turner C Flora 
May 13 AWO  H Glover  
May 19 AWO  G Bornholdt S Imlay 

May 20 AWO   M Delaney 
May 26 to 

June 3 EPH Encampment with ESI.  
NO AWO Operations 

 

 

Schedule Instructions 
Do you see all the empty boxes on the WSSA Schedule? Please either contact Dan Teifke (425-483-9347; 425-466-

8892; soar@teifke.net ).and tell him that you would like to see your name in one of those boxes.    
For updated schedules see the WSSA Website or the ESI website www.evergreensoaring.org/schedule.htm  or call 

(425)238-6617, Field Phone and recording device. 
 

Instructions for Field Managers:  
Field managers have the following duties and respon-

sibilities. 
 

• Show up on time at the start of operations (9:30 am at 
the latest).Please obtain your own substitute if unable 
to support the schedule. 

• Coordinate with the towpilot and instructor to deter-
mine details of operations for the day. 

• Start and maintain the Flight Operations List, track 
aircraft, times, etc. 

• Ensure all paper work is in order, especially waivers 
for trial membership flights. 

• Ensure trial members pay in advance prior to launch-
ing. 

• Crack the whip if necessary, to have the glider ready 
to launch when the towplane arrives. 

• Keep vigilance on the changing conditions and en-
sure safe operations are being practiced. 

• Ensure that Canopy Covers are properly stowed. Be 
sure they are folded up carefully and put in back of a 
car or in the Golf-cart. (Not on or near the ground. 
Wind will blow sand and dust into the soft inside fab-
ric, which then will scratch our $1000+ Canopies.) 

• Ensure the gliders are properly tied down and secured 
at the end of the flying day. (This means simply dou-
ble check the gliders after they have been secured.  
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Check for flight control locks, Carabiner hooks (not 
open hooks, on the tie-straps and proper tie down 
practice, etc.) 

• Ensure the hangar lights are turned off and the hangar 
is secured. 

• Ensure all combination locks are hangar are reset to 
0-0-0-0. 

• Using the stack of addressed, postage paid envelopes 
available in our hangar at Arlington (on top of the fil-
ing cabinet and well marked), mail the Flight Opera-
tions List and the Tow Cards (from the Towpilots) to: 

Dan Teifke 

17110 105th Ave NE 
Bothell WA 98011 

• Report any incidents, accidents or unsafe activity to a 
board member as soon as practicable. 

• Notify the next-scheduled towpilot and instructor & 
Field Manager, the Maintenance Manager and other 
relevant person(s) of issues which affect the opera-
tions of the following day or weekend; e.g. the tow-
plane suffers a mechanical breakdown, or some 
glider is not flyable.  

For Sale / Want to buy 
 

Members can post ads here. Send them to Heinz 
Glider for Sale  
Half partnership in Grob G-102 Astir, "Unicorn".  Asking $9,000 OBO.  

Excellent condition, oxygen, parachute, enclosed trailer, many extras,  
all AD's complied with plus a great partner!  

For more information please contact Steve Baker at 425-432-0107 or bakersns@ix.netcom.com  
 

 
Figure 1: FOO Sheet 

 


