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Dillingham airport, on the north shore of Oahu. 

Ridge Soaring in Hawaii  
Mar 2005. by Stan Kasprzyk 

Mary and I had a few days planned in Oahu, enroute 
to Kauai for our spring vacation. Tom Udd, a member of 
the Seattle Glider Council, had told us to check with his 
dad, Elmer, if we wanted an enjoyable ridge soaring flight 
in Hawaii. 

We called Elmer when we arrived in Honolulu, and he 
told us he'd be glad to meet us at Dillingham airport, on 
the north shore of Oahu, the next day. 

A bit of background on Elmer Udd: Elmer first ascended 
above Hawaii as a Navy P2V pilot back in the mid-fifties, trav-
ersing the Pacific looking for submarines. Fast forward to the 
mid sixties. Elmer is back in Hawaii, employed by Northwest 
Airlines and flying a DC-7 on military contracts to Johnson, Mid-
way, and other Pacific Islands. By 1969 Elmer moved to the 
captain's seat of a Boeing 720 (similar to a Boeing 707). From 
here on, Hawaii was home. 

As his airline career wound down, Dillingham attracted 
Elmer, and by the early 1980’s, he formed his own glider com-
pany, Soar Hawaii. During the intervening years, he has intro-
duced thousands of people to soaring, encouraging nearly eve-
ryone to learn how to fly. And he taught many people to fly him-
self. Eventually, he sold his company and tried retirement. But, 
Elmer couldn’t give up flying. And, he couldn’t stay retired. 

Elmer has fully restored an L-19 (Bird Dog) towplane. He 
has a two-place Grob 103 Twin II Acro for instruction and rental. 
In addition, he has a single-place Grob 102 for rental. He still 

loves sharing his joy of flight with others and teaching them to 
fly. Elmer has logged more than 40,000 hours in the air and is 
still counting. 

Mary and I arrived at Dillingham to find that Elmer 
had already pre-flighted his Grob 103, and we made in-
troductions and helped him move the sailplane into posi-
tion on the Dillingham ramp. Elmer asked if we could 
wait a few minutes for his towpilot to arrive, and men-
tioned how she was building time for a possible airline 

job. No problem, we said, and then Elmer asked if I'd like 
to join him while he made a short aerotow for another 
friend's sailplane. I gladly jumped into the backseat of 
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Elmer's L-19 towplane, and enjoyed the short three min-
ute tow to the ridge and quick spiraling descent to a 
smooth pattern and landing. 

Soon after, the towpilot arrived, and Elmer and I had a 
quick pre-flight briefing and we jumped in the Grob 103. 
The sailplanes at Dillingham are angled to the runway, so 
we hooked up, signaled for launch, and followed the L-19 
on to the runway for an immediate launch into the trade 
winds.  

The Dillingham runway is in an excellent location on 
the north shore of Oahu, situated just next to a glorious 
ridgeline. We climbed on runway heading (080) for just a 
short time, then turned into the ridge. About then Elmer 
said "This is good", so I released at 600 feet, right into 4 
knot lift rising up to the ridge. Elmer knows every nook 
and sweet spot in this ridge, so we had a great time ex-
ploring and cruising to the far NW end at Kaena Point. 
Cloudbase was at about 3500', but ridge lift stopped about 
2600'. The good news was that anytime we dropped out, 
we could easily cruise back to the ridge and climb again. 
We cruised deep into the ridge, and I enjoyed the great, 
lush scenery and stupendous views. 

Dillingham was also conducting parachute operations, 
so after a fun hour exploring and learning a few of the 
ridge's finer spots, I headed to an area SW of the para-
chute ops that Elmer said usually has sink, to allow us to 
descend to the pattern. Of course, we found the strongest 
steady lift of the day, so I had a blast descending with 
some G's in steep spirals. I entered crosswind at 700' for a 
fun short landing into a 25 knot headwind.  

Mary had been considering whether to go soaring or 
not, but Elmer easily convinced her with a promise of a 
high tow and smooth glides along the ridge. Mary and 
Elmer climbed far to the east, and released high, with 

wonderful views across the island, all the way to Dia-
mond Head. From the high tow, they were able to traverse 
the full extent of the Dillingham ridge a number of times 
out to Kaena Point, getting a wonderful tour of the lush 
vegetation and the beautiful shoreline.  

After a smooth touchdown, Elmer turned the Grob 
103 onto the taxiway and rolled right up to his parking 

spot next to the long Dillingham glider hangar. Both 
Elmer and Mary had wide grins from the enjoyable flight, 

and Elmer signed me off to fly either of his sailplanes 
during my next visit to Hawaii. I highly recommend get-
ting in touch with Elmer Udd if you're ever in Oahu and 
want a First Class sailplane tour of Hawaii.  

Thanks, Elmer! 

TSA News 
by Cindy Brickner, www.socalsoaring.com 

Early in May, a Northern California soaring operation 
received a letter in the mail from the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration office in San Jose. The glider school 
was reminded that they might be inspected at any time for 
compliance with security awareness training and student 
record keeping. TSA nicely provided a list of references 
for rules that flight schools must follow. TSA indicated 
that they received the list of flight training providers from 
the FAA. 

Apparently, TSA did not refer to the exemption that 
was secured by SSA in October of 2004. The exemption 
applies to glider flight training, and benefits all glider 
flight instructors and glider students. This exemption 
saves glider instructors time and expense annually. 

Any glider instructor or school or club may be con-
tacted by the TSA, either in person, or by mail. An appro-
priate response to that contact can be found at 
http://www.ssa.org/test/docs/gliderexemption.pdf , ex-
plaining that the TSA themselves have exempted glider 
training from these requirements. If a member does have 
an interaction with TSA, please inform SSA as to the tone 
and substance of the conversation. We are interested in 
helping ease and educate both sides of the contact. 



YAWSTRING 
June / July 2006

 

Page 3 of 12 

Member Initiative 
by Heinz Gehlhaar 

 Initiative goes a long way to make good things hap-
pen in a flying club!  

The first Sunday of the month Steve, Kris and I are the 
duty team at AWO. Well, in May the weather leading up 
to that Sunday looked just awful and continued to do so 
just up to Sunday. I had sent out a warning that none of us 
might be there on Thursday. By Saturday night 8:30 PM 
the forecast still looked ugly and after conferring with 
Steve and finding that no-one had called, we decided not 
to have an operation. No sooner had we done that, I got 
this email:  

Providing the weather cooperates I will be at AWO to fly with the duty 
instructor.  Heinz, can you let me know if a no-go decision is made 
prior to 8:30 AM on Sunday?  --Dean 

Immediately I wrote back: 

Dean, --For instruction Sunday is NO GO! The WX looks really bad. 
Rain, wind and low cloud-levels are forecast for most of the day. At 
past 8PM this evening our great instructor Steve Baker and I had a 
confab. Since no-one had called, we decided to stay home. I will be 
there, primarily for other club reasons; but I do not know about a 
tow-pilot. I will call him tomorrow morning. 

 
In addition to cheer him up, I sent him a cute airplane 

movie clip about a little old lady using “her finger”.  
I went anyway, because I wanted to get some work 

done on the facilities. As it turned out, the UW mm5 
weather-forecast was pretty much on the money, and 
other than the test-flight of the towplane, no-one flew. In 
the evening I reported this to Dean: 

Dean, --As suspected, the little old lady was at Arlington. She showed 
[the finger] to us. No flying was done. First low ceilings then rain. 

During the following week this email-interplay devel-
ops between us: 

Dean writes:  Too bad; summer will get here one of these weekends.  
I did put the non-flying time to good use by spending the day [on] my 
kitchen remodeling project.  I see that the WSSA AWO schedule only 
has a field team for next Sat; Sunday’s team is “Open”.  It’s hard to 
get flying time when the weather does not cooperate and no one is on 
the schedule. 

Heinz writes: That’s just one of those things about club operations. A 
lot of flying depends on your initiative. We are all volunteers. And 
sometimes things do not come together all by themselves. 
You might try to call your favorite instructor and see if he won’t come 
out and go fly with you. Quite often this works, especially if the 
weather is good. And than you will have the instructor all to yourself. 
Sometimes you can get 3 or 4 flights in. 
Same story about a tow-pilot. There you can ask Evergreen too, if 
they will have a tow-pilot. 

And finally, you can volunteer to be Field Manager. Then you can put a 
team together for the empty day. 

Dean writes: I took your advice, volunteered to be the FM and con-
tacted the tow pilots and instructors for volunteers for Sunday, May 
14th.  Chuck Flora responded early in the week and volunteered to 
tow; Lynn Weller (due to his having e-mail problems) could not let me 
know until Sat. afternoon that he could instruct.  So, it did indeed 
come together on Saturday evening for Sunday AWO operations.  We 
had three students who were able to get two to three tows apiece, 
two rides and two tows for an Evergreen pilot flying an LS3.  It was 
not a good day for soaring but it was a great day for training. 
I appreciate the advice, 

Just goes to show you: When you take the initiative a 
lot of good things can happen in a flying club! Not only 
did Dean’s action contribute to the fun those five guys 
had, but he also helped our club out in reducing towplane 
overhead expenses. Wow. 

WSSA Newsbytes 
SSA and WSSA Membership 

4/19/2006 Update  
We have talked to the SSA about becoming a chapter 

member. Here is what we have learned.  
All active flying members - pilots, students, towpilots, 

active honorary members who fly our ships - must be 
SSA members.  
To join go to http://www.ssa.org/society/howtojoin.asp .  
You have until 15 May before you can no longer fly 
without an SSA membership on file.  

If you are inactive, we will create a separate roster and 
not submit your names. Should you become active again, 
join the SSA first and we can place you on active status.  

Although more information will follow, it appears that 
your membership will be prorated and paid through the 
club. Ultimately, all members will have their SSA re-
newal come up at the same time when we submit our ros-
ter each year.  

If you have not done so, please send your SSA # to me 
if you are an active member or an active honorary mem-
ber. I will start calling individuals by the beginning of 
May if they have not sent me their numbers.  

Happy flying in this new season.  
Tony Puglisi, Secretary 

Chatter on the Air to Air Frequencies 
The FAA has requested that we press for better usage 

of the Air –Air frequency and keep the chatter down. Two 
frequencies designated for glider-use including air to 
ground and ground to air are 123.3 and 123.5.  These two 
are also allocated for general flight instruction in powered 
aircraft and for balloons. I recall reading (might be from 
some FAA interpretation in a circular, so treat it as hear-
say), that air to ground and ground to air with regards to 
glider "support" on 123.3 and 123.5 is ok.  But they went 
on to say items like reporting tow heights to the office is 
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not cool and talking about where they want to go to din-
ner after flying is not cool.  Reporting locations for re-
trievals and drivers reporting their locations is cool.   

Field Managers Position Open 
This club is run by volunteers so we can all fly in the 

safest possible manner at the lowest possible cost.  To do 
this, we need free labor and plenty of it.  We still have a 
number of holes in the operation schedule for field man-
agers.  Please step forward to volunteer for these posi-
tions. See page 2 of the December 2005 / January 2006 
issue of YAWSTRING for a task description  

Schedule info 
May 27 - 29  Ephrata XC Seminar  - Ron Bellamy 
May 27 - June 4  WSSA & Evergreen Encampment 

at Ephrata  
June 4 - 7  IAC Apple Cup Aerobatic Contest Practice 

Days at Ephrata  
June 8 - 11  IAC Apple Cup Aerobatic Contest at Eph-

rata 
June 19 - 24 Willamette Valley Soaring Club Ephrata 

Encampment  
June 25 - July 1  SSA Region 8 Soaring Contest at 

Ephrata 
July 17 - 21 —Willamette Valley Soaring Club Al-

vord Desert Encampment (contact Steve Rander)  
July 31 - August 14 Safari to Mackey Idaho (register 

with Tom Dixon, Mandatory) 
October 1  Last Scheduled SGC Tow Pilot at Ephrata  
November 1  All gliders, trailers and RVs to be re-

moved from EPH 
November 4  SGC Awards Banquet  
 

1-34 Info 
Weight & Balance Update --Pilot weight for the 1-34 

has been reassessed and will be placarded in the ship. The 
new weights are as follows:  Minimum pilot weight with 
the seat in the fully forward position is 137#.  The mini-
mum pilot weight with the seat fully aft is 169#.  The 
maximum pilot weight with the seat in the forward most 
position is 210#.  The maximum pilot weight in the aft 
most position is 241#. 

Open Canopy Gremlin --In discussions about the 
canopies that came open recently, Jim Phoenix noted that 
before he gives the thumbs up after completing his check 
list, he tries to open the canopy with his knuckles posi-
tioned directly over his head.   
A mental reminder to do this is to pay homage to the 
thermal gods before take off.  

Editor’s Note: This is always a good thing to do. But 
my acquaintance with the “open canopy syndrome” 
clearly occurred after take-off, because I had been sensi-
tized: I did check the lever and I pushed up on the canopy. 
But it was cold and I was puffily dressed. And I did fum-
ble for the mike on my left while on tow. Shortly thereafter 
the canopy quietly lifted up about ½ inch. Result: Imme-
diate air-conditioning, and even more immediate: 

PANIC!  Fortunately my WSSA Flight-Instructor-Voice in 
my head piped up and said: ”Fly the aircraft!!”-- And the 
canopy was uneventfully closed. 

WSSA Photos 
Look at our new Website, 

http://www.wastatesoaring.com/  and look at the PHO-
TOS button. The photo movie was done by Gary Paulin.  
It’s a very nice way to present the pictures, complete with 
music. 

New Members 
In the last 2 month our club has gotten “a few good 

men” to join our ranks. Us old-timers (and us not-so-old-
timers, because we still remember how it feels to join a 
new group) must make a special effort to make these folks 
feel welcome, and show them how we do things around 
here. Also, we need to keep an ear out when they tell us 
about how we could do it better.  The new people are: 

Payam Nashery lives in Edmonds, is single engine 
commercial pilot with instrument rating. He would love to 
learn to soar and possibly work toward becoming an in-
structor and also hope do aerial photography. 

Mehregan Kassebzadeh lives in Shoreline and holds 
a Private Pilot Certificate as well and an A&P Certificate. 
He has 20 hours in gliders.  

Brian Hood from Seattle is really interested in getting 
his glider certificate. He has started flying with Lynn 
Weller in his DG1000.  

Larry G. Howell has joined the ranks of retired per-
sons and last year moved to Woodinville from Chicago. 
He is a glider pilot from the 1970’s to the1990’s. Recently 
he has flown just enough to keep his BFR current, plus a 
few extra flights during the soaring season. (He may be 
able to join us Midweek Fliers). 

Peter-Bart Rutten lives part-time in Lynnwoodand in 
his home in the Netherlands. Since he spends a lot of time 
in Seattle he joined the club permanently so he can fly at 
AWO and EPH during the months he is here. He recently 
flew with Lynn. He is an accomplished glider pilot, hav-
ing owned an LS-3a. He has a Dutch glider license and 
has experience in almost every model of glider flown in 
Europe, including Janus, DG500, Grob-102, -103 and 
every glider in the AS lineup back to Ka-6. 

In the Trial Membership department we also have 
two newcomers. We welcome : 

Darrell Jesse from Montlake Terrace and  
Maxim Ostrooukhor from Bellevue.  

To both of them WSSA recommends that you take your 
free flight, and consider joining us as student-pilots on 
your way to become full-fledged pilots. It’s great fun! 

 
To all our older members, when you see a stranger at 

the field please introduce yourself; most likely the 
stranger is one of the new guys just full of questions and 
suggestions. Stand ready to help them out. 



YAWSTRING 
June / July 2006

 

Page 5 of 12 

Board Meeting Notes  
Board meeting minutes are formally published and 

deposited on our website. This section gives a summary 
of the salient points. 

March 11, 2006 Meeting 
Jim Phoenix has been elected our new Vice President. 
Two new applicants for membership were accepted. 

Dean Cook (who was flying with Lynn Weller last week) 
Payam Nashery 
Paul Kuntz returned to active status March 1st. 
The Treasurer reports that the expense of the annual for 

74D was greater than expected, but that he expects us to 
recover from this as we move into spring and the flying 
increases. In the meantime, our bank balances are ade-
quate. 
Marty also noted that our cost structure is fairly well bal-
anced, but when we eventually do look at an [towplane 
cost] increase, it should probably be on the “fixed in-
come” side. Our current “Deadbeat’s List” was reviewed. 
Glider Manager Reports: 
264BA – is currently suffering a broken speaker wire.  
265BA – has a new tire & seat belts. 
L-33 – repairs will wrap up by 3/19. 
1-34 – ok & on the flight line. A new boom mike will be 

installed. 
1-26 – ok & on the flight line. A new boom mike will be 

installed. 
G-102 Astir – per Jim Dobberfuhl, the annual is ex-

pected by March 31. 
Tow Plane Reports: 
Supercub is ok & flight ready. 
Pawnee is ok & flight ready. 
Pierre Parent resigned as Chief TP and nominated Mi-

chael Moore to the position. 
Kirk Kleinholz – is a possible new WSSA member/tow 

pilot candidate. 
Tom Cornwell – is a possible new WSSA member/tow 

pilot candidate. 
CFSO Report: 
A Cross Country Seminar is being scheduled in EPH for 

the Memorial Day weekend. 
Operations Report: 
AWO status –the Arlington Airport will be resurfacing 

the tie-down ramp beginning March 27th, and we will 
have to temporarily move our aircraft a couple rows east 
at that time. 
EPH status – the trailer lottery will take place at the 

SGC meeting of April 4. 
Webmaster Report: 
WSSA Site is up & running and the old BESC site has a 

link to WSSA. As the old site is paid through August ’06, 
the link will continue in place through that date. 
President’s Report: 
Reincorporation Progress – A Review of the Task List 

was completed, and we are making good progress 

G-103 Twin Astir update – We are continuing to discuss 
this with owner Tony Wiederkehr, and it looks like we’ll 
have it operational by early May; possibly at a flat rate of 
$30 per flight.  
SSA Membership – Word from Evergreen – SSA mem-
bership is required for ESA Tows 
Soaring Expo 2006 Report:– we are making good pro-

gress, and there will be a variety of ships present, includ-
ing our club’s L-33. 
Dan will create a duty roster for the event, and print 50 

“new member packets”. 
Old Business: 

Tow Card Legibility – Field Managers & Tow Pilots, if 
you can’t read it, neither can our volunteer billing folks! 
Please make sure the cards are Legible! 
New Business: 

EPH encampment dates were discussed and set for May 
27 – June 4. 
New Chief Tow Pilot -- Heinz moved, and Keith sec-
onded Pierre’s recommendation to appoint Michael 
Moore. The motion carried. 
Donation of a trial membership for a fundraising auc-
tion has been sought by the Red Cross. Keith moved and 
Marty seconded a motion to do so. The motion carried. 
Good & Welfare: 
Gene Albee’s e-mailed comments re: AWO Operations & 
communications were reviewed; reminding all that stu-
dent pilots should be on the field at 09:30 to assist in pre-
flight of the gliders, and that if a person is planning to fly 
on a day of scheduled operations, the should contact a 
member of the duty team and let them know in advance. 
 

April 8 2006 Meeting 
The Treasurer reports that:    

1.The tow planes annuals will cost more than expected 
but will not have a significant impact on the budget.   And 
2.   The insurance bill has arrived and it informs us that all 
flying members must be SSA members.  This applies to 
the pilots, tow pilots, instructors and students.  The notice 
is also ambiguous regarding making the club a charter 
member of the SSA.  We will now need to keep track of 
SSA member status in our normal club operations.  Tony 
Puglisi will compose and Jim Phoenix will review a no-
tice to the whole membership.  We also noted that SSA 
membership is now required to use the SGC tow planes 
and new tow cards will ask for this information.  Tony 
Puglisi agreed to change the member’s packet to reflect 
this new requirement. 
The Aircraft Managers report that all Towplanes and 

gliders are flyable but these problem are being worked:  
1-34: Dried the vario lines, removed soaked mechanical 
vario for evaluation, updated weight and balance data:  
Min pilot Wt seat fwd: 169 lb  seat aft: 137 lb 
Max pilot Wt seat fwd: 210 lb  seat aft: 241 lb 
254BA: Broken wire in Radio 
265BA: Installing Boom Mike, Audio Vario in repair 
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The CSFO, Ron Bellamy leads a discussion about the 
canopies that came open recently.  Jim Phoenix noted that 
before he gives the thumbs up after completing his check 
list, he tries to open the canopy with his knuckles posi-
tioned directly over his head. 
Operations – Keith Purves reports 
1. The gliders will be moved to EPH soon.  We plan to 

have an L-23 and the twin Astir in EPH by mid May.  
2. Ron Bellamy will develop checkout procedures with 

the other instructors at a meeting taking place after the 
May board meeting. 
3. The results of the rope pull tests will be sent to 

Heinz for publishing in the Yawstring. 
4. The 1-34 trailer is not road-able.  We need a work 

party to restore it. 
5. The tie downs at AWO are finished and we need to 

move the gliders back to their original position.  
6. Our summer board meeting schedule is as follows:  

15 May, 19 June, 17 July, 21 Aug, and 18 Sept. 
President Michael Moore Reports: 
1. We reviewed the task list for disassociation from the 

Boeing Company.  We appear to be on track. 
2. The Twin Astir will be available to the club on 1 

May in EPH.  It will be put in the large hangar, assembled 
and protected.  We plan on charging a flat fee for each 
flight.   

3. We received some communication from Fred Her-
manspann regarding the work just completed in AWO.  
The contractors sprayed the surface that covered all the 
airplanes tied down in the area.  Owners of aircraft are 
encouraged to inspect for damage and appeal to the air-
port manager for compensation from the contractor. 
4. The Soaring Expo was reported to be a success. 
Old Business: 
1. The club is in serious need of a new logo.  Keith 

will work on this as soon as the trailer tab business is fin-
ished. 
2. We need to contact Marty Gibbins to see if he has 

changed the name on the airport, and commercial post 
boxes as well as alerting the airport management to the 
new name.  
3. We have decided to put off any constitution change 

until the SSA requirements settle out and the rename is 
finished. 
4. We need new tow cards with a space for SSA num-

bers and expiration dates. 
New Business: 
1. The board decided to give two demo rides to the Lit-

tle Red School House (a private school for disabled 
youth) auction and one demo ride to the Red Cross auc-
tion. 

 

Safety 
Next time you are flying at EPH, look for the START-sign pained on the Glider Pad just north of the midfield A-

Taxiway sign, and in line with the ugly rusty building on the west-side of the airport. That is the extreme southern point 
for glider-take-offs to the south. If your glider is any further south than that on the grid, the tow-pilots should refuse to 
tow you. The reason is two-fold: (1) Runway behind you is not very useful. And (2) the remaining runway will be too 
short for a safe take-off. Especially on warm days. Also, your choices if you have a low rope-break are rather limited.  

 

Hang-glider above Mt Everest 
Michael Clarke brings us a sad follow up to this article in the December 2005 issue of YAWSTRING  Editor 

Angelo d'Arrigo  
The ornithologist and hang-glider pilot Angelo d'Arrigo, at age 44, died in a plane acci-
dent. He was variously dubbed "the birdman" and "the human condor". On May 24 
2004 he stunned a group of climbers on the summit of Mount Everest when he swooped 
closely over them in a non-motorized hang-glider at a height of just under 9,000 meters, 
or close to 30,000 feet. No human had ever done so, nor has since.  

Pilots, climbers and scientists had told the Franco-Italian it would be impossible to 
survive such a flight in temperatures as low as -50C, at a wind-driven speed of more 
than 100mph, even with a fighter pilot's helmet and oxygen mask - which was why he 
did it. He was, he said, "following the dream of Icarus" as he soared over the 8,850-
metre (29,035 feet) summit in the company of Himalayan eagles and British pilot Rich-
ard Meredith-Hardy, who had towed him within 1,000 feet of the summit in a ultra-
light plane.  

In 2003, d'Arrigo, flying a motorized hang-glider as part of a Russian ornithology 
project, "guided" a flock of endangered western Siberian cranes, born in captivity, for 
3,400 miles to show them the species' traditional migratory route from the Arctic Cir-
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cle, across Siberia to the shores of the Caspian Sea. He and they flew up to 120 miles for six hours each day, with d'Ar-
rigo showing them how to save energy by using upward thermal currents. He also chose their overnight resting places.  

On January 6 this year, d'Arrigo beat the hang-gliding altitude record he had set over Everest when he overflew the 
Tupungato volcano in the Andes, on the Chile-Argentina border. Although the volcano, at 6,570 meters (21,555 feet) is 
lower than Everest, he used the unique undulatory thermal air currents (wave? –Ed.) which race up the volcano's cone 
walls from the Pacific to soar to a recorded height of 9,100 meters. He said he had learned of these currents by studying 
the flight of native condors and following their path.  

D'Arrigo died as a passenger on a light aircraft piloted by a friend, a retired Italian air force general, which stalled and 
plummeted to the ground during an exhibition in Sicily. The general also died.  

Training 
CFIG Scholarship Program 

WSSA is continuing the offer of a CFIG Scholarship 
Program. To qualify for application to the Scholarship 
Program, you must 
1. have been a member of WSSA for 1 year or more,  

and 
2. have a Glider commercial rating. 

Once approved for the program, you will qualify for 
reimbursement after you have passed: 

1. the Fundamentals of Instruction knowledge test; 

2. the CFIG knowledge test; and 
3. the CFIG practical test. 

You will then be reimbursed, up to a combined total limit 
of $500, for your CFIG Knowledge and Practical Test 
fees, and WSSA glider- and tow-fees incurred during the 
pursuit of the CFIG rating. In return, you are obligating 
yourself to be the flight instructor on the field for a mini-
mum of 12 days over the next two years. Eligible mem-
bers may apply to our Vice President Jim Phoenix. The 
WSSA Executive Board will award the scholarship.  

   

Boeing Gliding & Soaring Club 
By Clyde Nofsinger 

Your editor extracted this bit of history  from the November 1958 issue of Towline. 
The Boeing Employee’s Gliding and Soaring Club was organized to create interest and encourage Boeing Employees 

and their families to participate in the sport of gliding and soaring. The club was originated by Fred Bushnell and through 
many hours of work and dollars of expense from own pocket he has made it possible for eighteen (and room for more) 
employees to become active in soaring. He also made it possible for the club to finance and purchase his Schweizer TG-3. 
The club is a member of the Boeing Recreation Unit and is incorporated in the State of Washington as a non-profit or-
ganization. Although we have undergone some opposition, criticism and, considerable financial difficulties, the club is 
operating successfully every weekend at Arlington Airport.  

There are several people to whom the Club is indebted for helping it to get started. Some of those we would like to 
thank are: Francis Vaillancourt who spent much time helping the first pilots get their glider ratings; Pete Bowers for 
checking and issuing ratings at no cost to the individual; Roy Daily and Ken Horvik for helping to train the ground crew.  

There has been a training program organized for students on Saturdays and Sundays, with six to ten students attending 
each week. The youngest is fourteen years of age. All members are sincere and eager to learn soaring and are going at it 
in a safe and orderly manner. All suggestions and recommendations from reliable sources have been put to use. Safety 
and good flying habits are required from each member. 

Since the firsts of the year more than 800 flights have bee logged and several soaring flights have been made. Flights 
of 45 minutes duration and altitudes of 2750 feet have been obtained. This isn't much to the experienced glider pilots, but 
to us beginners it has interests, considering the weak conditions at Arlington and the heavy TG-3. The Club logged 188 
flights in the ship’s log book for September. (I believe this is the most flights for any club in this area for the month.) 

The Club's operation at Arlington would remind some of the power pilots of the old days when they attended break-
fast flights with their families, picnicking at the side of the runway, all enjoying a day out. One of the members was asked 
why he drove all the way from Seattle to Arlington for a day of pushing gliders and running after wings, and four or five 
flights, and all he could say was "I enjoy it". This is the way we all feel about it , and we are quite proud of the club and 
everybody will a be seeing a lot of us through the coming year at Arlington and Wenatchee.  
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Our Fleet Status  
Check WSSA Fleet Status on the BESC Web at http://www.wastatesoaring.com  in the Members Area 

 
 

Aircraft Current 
Location 

Maintenance Man-
ager 

Next Annual Due Status 

Pawnee N6917Z Arlington Pierre J. Parent 2/28/07 Available for towing service 
Super Cub N7474D Arlington Michael E. Moore 1/31/07 Available for towing service 
Schweizer 1-26 
N7742S 

Ephrata Heinz Gehlhaar 1/31/07 On the ramp ready for use 

Schweizer 1-34 
N7644 

Ephrata Gary Paulin 1/31/07 On the ramp ready for use 

Blanik L23 N264BA Arlington Bruce Byrkett 1/31/07 On the ramp ready for use 
Blanik L23 N265BA Arlington David Marshall 1/31/07 On the ramp ready for use 
Blanik L33 N355BA Ephrata Dan Teifke 1/31/07 In Trailer ready for use 
Grob Astir N141SS Ephrata Jim Dobberfuhl 1/31/06 Should be there for en-

campmt 
Parachutes AWO/EP

H 
Michael Clarke Due early April 

2006  
In Shed. ready for use 

Golf Cart Arlington David L. Owen  Available for use 
 Last updated 5/23/06.  
 

Proper Tie-Down Practice 
Please make sure that you use Carabiner hooks at the end of the tie-down straps. Use of the open-end hooks is too 

dangerous (unless they are bolted to the wire). If slack develops in the strap, it is just too easy to loose the hooked connec-
tion. And then our precious glider lifts her wing and blows away. Please note that we keep spare carabiners on the wall 
above the workbench in the hangar. 

Also, if you move the glider to a different spot on the flightline, it is your responsibility to also move the ground 
tackle. This includes getting a wrench and unbolting the hooks from the wire and rebolting them in the new place. 

Finally, it is good practice to have a major and a backup wing tie-down on each wing. The secondary tie-down may be 
just a rope, as long as it is not too ratty. 

 

For Sale / Want to buy 
 

Members can post ads here. Send them to Heinz 
 

 
 

"Mankind has a perfect record in aviation; we never left one up there!" 
 
 

 
 

 
Wanted 

The editor is looking for “round tuits”.  
No “round tuits” means no YAWSTRING. 
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WSSA Board 
Your WSSA Board spends a lot of time to keep us all flying. Step up and volunteer to be an understudy. Surely, there 

is an area of the Club which you can improve. Please come forward. The Club can use all the help it can get. 
 

Officers:  
Office Name Phone Mail E-mail 

President Mike Moore H (206)-790-7949 -- michael.moore@seattleopera.org 
Vice President Jim Phoenix H (253)-863-1059 

W (425)-227-1045 
 jim@jimphoenix.com 

Secretary Tony Puglisi W (425)- -294-8140 
H (206)-367-6980 

03-RE tonypam@comcast.net 

Treasurer Martin Gibbins W (206)-655-2727 
H (425)-644-4696 

4E-11 martin.n.gibbins@boeing.com 

C.F.&S.O. Ron Bellamy W (425)-338-5175 
H (425)-827-8672 

-- ronbellamy@msn.com 

Operations-EPH Keith Purves W (206)-296-0647 
H (425)-255-7452 

-- purvesk@quixnet.net 

Operations-AWO Lynn Weller (425) 235-1610  williamlynnw@msn.com 
Pawnee Manager Pierre Parent H (360)-653-2613 -- pierrejparent@earthlink.net 
Super Cub MGR Mike Moore H (206)-790-7949 -- Michael.Moore@seattleopera.org 

 

Sailplane Managers 
Glider Name Phone E-mail 

N7742S (1-26) Heinz Gehlhaar H (206)-932-5428  heinz@foxinternet.net 
N7644 (1-34) Gary Paulin H (206)-236-3098 

W (425)-254-4361 
paraglider@msn.com 

N355BA (L-33) Dan Teifke W (425)-201-2022  
H (425)-483-9347 

soar@teifke.net 

N264BA (L-23) Bruce Byrkett H (425)-222-6895  byrkett@yahoo.com 
N265BA (L-23) David Marshall H (206)-406-8046  david.s.marshall@boeing.com 
N141SS (Astir) Jim Dobberfuhl W (425)-655-3827 

H (425)-741-8001 
james.p.dobberfuhl@boeing.com 

 

Non-Officers: 
Office Name Phone E-mail 

Chief Tow Pilot Mike Moore H (206)-790-7949 Michael.Moore@seattleopera.org 
Bookkeeper Neil Householder H (425)-382-5435 householderneilf@qwest.net 

Flight Log Keeper Dan Teifke W (425)-201-2022 
H (425)-483-9347 

soar@teifke.net 

Newsletter Heinz Gehlhaar H (206)-932-5428 soarboy@comcast.net 
Golf Cart Manager David Owen H (360)-654-0462 mylodao@yahoo.com 

Webmaster Dan Teifke W (425)-201-2022  
H (425)-483-9347 

soar@teifke.net 

Librarian Tony Puglisi W (425)-342-0501  
H (206)-367-6980 

tonypam@comcast.net 
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Instructors & Tow Pilots 

WSSA Instructors 
This is a list of our Instructors. When you fly with them, worry about their well-being; like getting a break, getting 

something to drink and getting lunch. If it were not for the CFIGs almost none of us would be flying.  
Steve Baker 
Ron Bellamy 
Rich Blow 
Chuck Flora 

Al Gregg 
Skip Gregorie 
John Hope  
Stan Kasprzyk @ 

Kapi Parks 
Dave Reusch  
Lynn Weller 
 

@ Denotes SSA Instructor  

Thanks a lot to all those CFIGs who sign-up weekend after weekend. The students do appreciate your time and effort. 

WSSA Tow Pilots  
Remember the last time when soaring was grounded until a tow pilot could be found to replace the one who did not 

sign up or forgot to show up? Then you really find out how much our tow pilots mean to us! 
While they do love and live to fly, we subject them to long hours in often not too nice conditions and we grumble 

when they take a break to take on fuel, food and to exchange liquids. Because our tow pilot pay schedule is quite low 
(very close to zero, I’d say) we WSSA members surely want the below-named folks to know that we have high regard for 
your skill and your contribution to WSSA. May you always be 200 feet ahead of us!   

 
TOW Pilots 

Bellamy, Ron+ 
Blow, Rich+ 
Bornholdt, Gene 
Chism, Linda 
Flora, Chuck**  
Funston, Nelson 

Griffin, Kevin 
Hope, John+ ** 
Johnson, Eric+ 
Kasprowicz, Krzys 
Koehn, Mike 
 

McNeil, Jim  
Moore, Michael+ ** 

Niedermeyer, Carl ** 
Northcraft, Steve** 
Parent, Pierre** 
 

+ Denotes Commercial Power Rating.   ** Denotes WSSA Check Pilot 

 
 
YAWSTRING Masthead  
 

YAWSTRING 
Newsletter of Washington State Soaring Association  

Available at http://www.wastatesoaring.com/newsletter.shtml  
Newsletter editing and layout: Heinz Gehlhaar 

 soarboy@comcast.net   
 
 
 

The newsletter is published whenever the editor gets “a round tuit”. Some serious attempts are being made to publish it 
once every 2 months. Usually it gets out sometimes in the middle of the month. Please send round tuits! 

Also, Please Please send me any errors you see in the Newsletter. Call me at 206-932-5428.  
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WSSA Schedule 
June 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
May 28 
EPH XC Seminar  
WSSA Ephrata Encampment 

May 29  
EPH XC Seminar  
WSSA Ephrata 
Encampment 

May 30  
WSSA Ephrata 
Encampment 

May 31  
WSSA Ephrata 
Encampment 

1 
WSSA Ephrata 
Encampment 

2 
WSSA Ephrata 
Encampment 

3 
Field Mgr - Albee 
Instructor - Hope 
Tow Pilot - Blow 
WSSA Ephrata Encamp-
ment 

4 
Field Mgr - Gehlhaar 
Instructor - OPEN 
Tow Pilot - Kasprowicz 
WSSA Ephrata Encampment 

5 6 7 8 9 10 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Bellamy 
Tow Pilot - McNeil 

11 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - OPEN 
Tow Pilot - OPEN 

12 13 14 15 16 17 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Weller 
Tow Pilot - Johnson 

18 
Field Mgr - Owen 
Instructor - OPEN 
Tow Pilot - Bornholdt 

19 
BOD Meeting, 
6:45PM, Seattle 
Opera Shop 

20 21 22 23 24 
Field Mgr - W. Moore 
Instructor - Reusch 
Tow Pilot - M. Moore 

25 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Flora 
Tow Pilot - OPEN 
Region 8 Soaring Contest - 
Ephrata 

26 
Region 8 Soaring 
Contest - Ephrata 

27 
Region 8 Soaring 
Contest - Ephrata 

28 
Region 8 Soaring 
Contest - Ephrata 

29 
Region 8 Soaring 
Contest - Ephrata 

30 
Region 8 Soaring 
Contest - Ephrata 

 

July 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

            1 
Field Mgr - Albee 
Instructor - Hope 
Tow Pilot - Blow 
Region 8 Soaring Contest 
- Ephrata 

2 
Field Mgr - Gehlhaar 
Instructor - Baker 
Tow Pilot - Kasprowicz 

3 4 5 
EAA Fly-In - 
AWO 

6 
EAA Fly-In - 
AWO 

7 
EAA Fly-In - 
AWO 

8 
EAA Fly-In - AWO 
No Soaring Operation at 
AWO 

9 
EAA Fly-In - AWO 
No Soaring Operation at 
AWO 

10 11 12 13 14 15 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Weller 
Tow Pilot - Johnson 

16 
Field Mgr - Owen 
Instructor - OPEN 
Tow Pilog - OPEN 

17 
BOD Meeting, 
6:45PM, Seattle 
Opera Shop 

18 19 20 21 22 
Field Mgr - W. Moore 
Instructor - Reusch 
Tow Pilot - M. Moore 

23 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Flora 
Tow Pilot - OPEN 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - OPEN 
Tow Pilot - OPEN 

30 
Field Mgr – OPEN 
Instructor – OPEN 
Tow Pilot - OPEN 

31      
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Schedule Instructions 
 
Do your see all the boxes labeled  OPEN on our schedule? Please either call or e-mail Dan Teifke (425-483-9347; 

425-466-8892; soar@teifke.net).and tell him that you would like to see your name in one of those boxes.    
For updated schedules see the WSSA Website. 
 

 

Instructions for Field Managers:  
Field managers have the following duties and respon-

sibilities. 
• Show up on time at the start of operations (9:30 am at 

the latest).Please obtain your own substitute if unable 
to support the schedule. 

• Coordinate with the towpilot and instructor to deter-
mine details of operations for the day. 

• Start and maintain the Flight Operations List, track 
aircraft, times, etc. 

• Ensure all paper work is in order, especially waivers 
for trial membership flights. 

• Ensure trial members pay in advance prior to launch-
ing. 

• Crack the whip if necessary, to have the glider ready 
to launch when the towplane arrives. 

• Keep vigilance on the changing conditions and en-
sure safe operations are being practiced. 

• Ensure that Canopy Covers are properly stowed, (Not 
on or near the ground. Wind will blow sand and dust 
into the soft inside fabric, which then will scratch our 
$1000+ Canopies.) Be sure they are folded up care-
fully and put in back of a car or in the Golf-cart. 

• Ensure the gliders are properly tied down and secured 
at the end of the flying day. (This means simply dou-

ble check the gliders after they have been secured.  
Check for flight control locks, Carabiner hooks (not 
open hooks, on the tie-straps and proper tie down 
practice, etc.) 

• Ensure the hangar lights are turned off and the hangar 
is secured. 

• Ensure all combination locks are hangar are reset to 
0-0-0-0. 

• Using the stack of addressed, postage paid envelopes 
available in our hangar at Arlington (on top of the fil-
ing cabinet and well marked), mail the Flight Opera-
tions List and the Tow Cards (from the Towpilots) to: 

Dan Teifke 
17110 105th Ave NE 
Bothell WA 98011 

• Report any incidents, accidents or unsafe activity to a 
board member as soon as practicable. 

• Notify the next-scheduled towpilot and instructor & 
Field Manager, the Maintenance Manager and other 
relevant person(s) of issues which affect the opera-
tions of the following day or weekend; e.g.the tow-
plane suffers a mechanical breakdown, or some 
glider is not flyable.  

 
 
Glider Flight Difficulty 

Forster, Edward Morgan (1879-1970) British writer [noted for such novels as A Room with a View (1908), Howards End 
(1910), and Passage to India (1924)] made his first flight in a glider on his 90th birthday.  
His verdict? "There is absolutely nothing in it," he declared. "You go up. You come down." 
 
 

Soaring Pilots in Greece 
No other country would find it easy to list all the glider pilots in a brief list. For the small gliding community in Greece 
that is indeed possible.  
Unfortunately the archives of the Greek National Aeroclub, where, since the 1930’s, all the A,B,C badges were recorded 
have been lost. So one must rely on the archives of the Greek Civil Aircraft Authorities, and they only contain pilots reg-
istered after 1960.  
Since then and until today, only about 150 glider pilot licenses were issued (in 40 years!). That means that older glider 
pilots have probably known every other pilot, his abilities, and the funny stories about him. Surely,every glider pilot has 
his funny stories to tell.  
You can download the lists if you like. But it will be all Greek to you. Do not try to pronounce the names, it is a hopeless 
drill. Go to http://www.paragliding.gr/gliding/htm-files/pilots.htm  


