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Cover Photo 
Neal Chism took the photo of a lone dust devil illuminated in a spot of 
light at Ephrata. 

Dean Carswell – Final Glide 
It is with great sadness we announce that Dean Carswell, of Midlothian, 
Texas, has passed away. 

Dean was the 2007 recipient of the Eaton Trophy, the SSA’s highest 
honor. He also received the Exceptional Achievement Awards in 1997 
and 2001. He created the Master Cross-Country program in 2000 and 
became the first SSA Master Instructor. Dean worked tirelessly for the 
SSA, serving for nine consecutive years as SSA Region 10 Director 
and as Chairman of the Board from 2004 to 2005. His list of 
accomplishments is endless. 

Many local soaring pilots got to know Dean while he was in Seattle 
teaching the CFIG Revalidation Clinics. 

Please keep Dean’s family in your prayers. 

Glider Calendar Wallpaper 
Each month www.gliderpilot.net offers a different glider photo for use 
as a computer wallpaper.  The photo includes a calendar for the month.  
The photos are stunning. 

Special Room Rates for SSA Members in Little Rock 
The DoubleTree Hotel in Little Rock has announced special rates for 
SSA members attending the convention January 28-30, 2010. Please 
visit the following link for more information on reservations. 
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/LITMBDT-
SAA-20100121/index.jhtml 
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President’s Message 
Summer has officially begun and our soaring season is in 
full swing.  The last few weeks have seen an amazing 
amount of activity on both sides of the mountains and 
provided enough conversation material for several weeks 
of rainy days. 

The Memorial Day weekend saw the Dust-Up contest in 
Ephrata that took the place of the usual Region 8 contest 
and that provided a well received opportunity for 
beginning XC pilots to get into sailplane racing.  
Organized by Bruce Bulloch and supported by a lot of 
Evergreen members it lived up to its expectations and 
introduced quite a few new members to the Ephrata 
scene.  It was followed by the annual Ephrata 
encampment which extended this experience and spoiled 
pilots with cloud bases of up to 13,000 ft. 

The 18m Nationals in Ephrata were run expertly and 
efficiently by Ron Bellamy and Jim Simmons and even 
though no ESI members participated, there was quite a bit 
of ESI involvement – Keith McLean, Angus McKinnon 
and Gene Bornholt did their best to drag the heavily 
loaded contest ships into the blue yonder (at temperatures 
going well into the 90s), our Pawnee 17Z did its share of 
towing, and a number of our newer members worked the 
ground operations.  The weather cooperated and the 
contestants were able to show the potential of the latest 
18m racers with task speeds of over 90 mph. 

The Arlington scene was characterized by extensive 
training activity and a number of good XC days, which 
resulted in a total of 4 Cascade crossings and a new 
Arlington distance record (by Ron Clark) of 342 km.  
And the OLC participation is still increasing, providing 
additional stimulus for XC soaring.  By July 1 we had 
102 OLC entries from Arlington for 2009 compared to 83 
entries for the whole of 2008.  And Keith McLean did a 5 
hour flight as a first step to getting his Silver badge on the 
West side.  The way that our new solo pilots are 
progressing, one can expect this XC activity to pick up 
even more.   

This was borne out by the participation in the Darrington 
encampment, which provided a good opportunity to get 
familiar with mountain flying, gusty wind conditions and 
operations at a smaller airfield.  At the same time Paul 
Sjoberg, Merel O’Rourke and Steve Fribley represented 
ESI at the EAA Fly-In with our Super Cub and one L-33. 

I am looking forward to more successful soaring stories 
for the remainder of 2009! 

����������	
��		���
��
���	��

Revisiting an Old Friend 
Our flight computing electronics are wonderful, but I got 
to thinking the other day, what would happen if suddenly 
the lights went out and I had to revert to the old 
biologically driven calculations to figure out distance, 
glide ratio, minimum sector altitude, etc. Would I 
remember? 

Interestingly my old E6B was sitting in my flight bag and 
I decided to see if I could recall what it could do as a 
brain assist device. I had used it long ago as a power 
pilot, but with the advent of computers it’s been a while.  

You probably can recall on your own how to do the 
distance, time, rate calculations, so we won’t review that 
now. What surprised me was that it’s also a pretty decent 
reference for glide ratio calculations. My Grob 103SL is a 
38:1 glider under ideal conditions, but for my margin of 
error I usually think of it as a less efficient 30:1 for cross 
country flying. That’s what we’ll use for this example. 

The key to using this as a glide computer is to think of 
the top scale as miles of distance and the bottom scale as 
miles of altitude. So we know that this 30:1 glider will go 
30 miles for every mile of altitude lost. But we don’t 
think in terms of miles of altitude, so a denominator of 1 
doesn’t help much. The trick is to remember that a 
nautical mile is 6080 feet. Interestingly, there’s a big fat 
index mark at 60, so let’s just round that 6080 down to 
6000 for convenience. That means that the lower scale 
can now serve as altitude in feet while we keep the upper 
scale as miles. By rounding down you can use the big 
arrow as an index for glide ratio. 

Okay, so now we have what we need. I point the index at 
whatever L/D I want and then just read what I need 
anyplace else on the wheel. The image above is set for a 
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30:1 ratio. Please note that these calculations are for no 
wind conditions. 

So how much altitude will I need for a 40 mile glide? 
Find 40 on the outer scale and read the inner = 8000 ft.   

I’m at 5500 feet – how far can I glide? Find 55 on the 
inner scale and read the outer, about 27.5 miles.  

I’m over Darrington and I need to get back – how high do 
I need to be to arrive at 1000 feet in the pattern?  That’s 
about 23 miles, so it looks like about 4600 feet plus 1000 
for the pattern, so 5600 should be about right. 

These examples leave the wheel in a fixed glide ratio of 
30:1, no wind conditions. So what about that wind? Why 
not get an estimate of your effective glide ratio? 

I just traveled 16 miles and lost 4500 feet – what’s my 
effective glide ratio? Just set the miles on the outer and 
the altitude on the inner. If you were really smart you 
could use the wind vector side of the E6B, but I’m happy 
just to know I’m moving along at 21:1 right now. Of 
course, I may want to adjust for wind varying by altitude 
as I descend, but at least I’m in the right ballpark. 

There’s another reason to turn the wheel in a hurry. 
Oops, my engine won’t retract and won’t restart. My 38:1 
medium performance ship is now an engine-out Cessna 
150 coming down at 10:1. What do I have to work with 
since I’m at 3500 feet? Looks like I need to find a field in 
about 6 miles.  

I recognize that some of you lucky dogs can do this fairly 
easily in your head, on paper or with a digital calculator. 
Nevertheless, what I like about the wheel it that it cuts 
down on error when the cockpit workload is high, or 
when I’m trying to figure out the effective L/D because 
of wind or an urgent problem. Nothing to remember – 
just set it and forget it. 

Ed Walker 

Paper Pilot Certificates to Expire 
Notice Number: NOTC1741. 

Remember that the paper pilot certificates that you have 
in your wallet must be replaced by the new plastic 
certificates by March 31, 2010.  

FAR 61.19(h) reads:  

(h) Duration of pilot certificates. Except for a 
temporary certificate issued under §61.17 or a 
student pilot certificate issued under paragraph (b) 
of this section, the holder of a paper pilot 
certificate issued under this part may not exercise 
the privileges of that certificate after March 31, 
2010.  

If your Social Security number is your pilot certificate 
number you can go to this link and download the form 
to get a new certificate without charge: 
http://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certificat
ion/media/8060-56.pdf 

If your pilot certificate does not contain your Social 
Security number, you have two options to obtain a new 
plastic certificate:   

1. You can apply on-line by going to this link and 
the fee is $2.00:   
https://amsrvs.registry.faa.gov/amsrvs/ReqAcct.a
sp or, 

2. You can fill out the paper form and mail it to the 
Airman Registry and the fee is $2.00.  Go to this 
link for the form and address: 
http://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_
certification/media/8060-56.pdf  

If you have questions concerning the process call your 
local FSDO office.  

JC in the mighty Pawnee 
J.C. Hauchecorne is ready to launch some eager ESI 
members into a promising looking sky. 

 

 

New Members 
Greg Adler comes to us from hang gliding with over 
2000 flights and wants to learn how to fly gliders. 

Charles Tompkins learned to fly gliders at Sugarbush in 
Vermont and is continuing his glider training with us. 

Please intruduce yourselves when you see Greg and 
Charles around the airfield. 
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Cascade Crossing 
My first Cascade crossing started a long time ago when a 
young man from Evergreen soaring flew across the 
Cascades.  I was deeply inspired by this individual in all 
respects for his passion to fly, he was younger, in the club 
less time than me, had his own plane, and learned to 
predict soaring days fairly accurate. 

I was at a point in my flying that I knew if I was going to  
progress to that level, I would need my own plane, so 
that’s when the real journey started and my goal to cross 
the cascades began. I would purchase a plane, fly as 
much as possible, and hang out with the best mountain 
flying pilots around (Westside Gang) gaining valuable 
knowledge and experience for flying deep into the 
Cascades. 

I also purchased the Microsoft flight simulator to become 
familiar with terrain, especially escape valleys to three 
key airports: Skykomish, Lake Wenatchee and Cashmere, 
It’s amazing how accurate this program is to real life 
topography.  I also constructed a large map by cutting up 
a Washington topographical atlas and gluing it onto 4x6 
piece of plywood. 

Another key ingredient would be able predict the weather 
for the intended destination to some degree, e.g. cumulus 
cloud potential, cloud bases, updraft strength, height of 
usable lift, winds). I subscribed to the Blip map for 
predicting potential crossing days. In 2008 all the pieces 
were in place, I just had to be patient and wait for the 
right day to make a safe crossing. 

June, 9, 2009 promised to be that day.  I took a high tow 
west of Mud Lake.  The towplane pilot was John Powers 
– the same guy that soloed me, too cool. 

I knew the day had good potential so I told myself to just 
get in position.  If the forecast for the day does transpire 
as predicted then I would be in position and ready to start 
the chess match. I found lift between Blue and Olo 
Mountain and worked my way back to Threefinger 
Mountain where I got fairly high.  At this point things 
where looking good so I made a decision to jump off the 
back side and use Darrington as my primary airport. I 
ventured out to see how honest the clouds where, and see 
how far they stretched to the east. 

I was able to climb in good lift to over 8500’ on the west 
side of Sloan Peak.  It was decision time.  I headed south 
towards Monte Cristo where I connected again and 
moved closer to an escape valley towards Skykomish 
airport. I was high and felt good about the lift I was 
finding so I made the decision to cross.  I knew that if 
things unraveled I had sufficient reserve altitude to make 
Skykomish or Lake Wenatchee, 

I knew now I wasn’t returning to KAWO. Clouds were 
looking better to the Northeast than the Southeast so 
made a long glide to Mt. Saul where I climbed to over 
10,200’.  It was the highlight of the flight for me with a 
combination of ridge soaring and thermalling, with 
absolutely breath taking scenery. After that things went 
fairly easy as I headed east with nice spaced cu’s along 
the way. Cloud bases dropped  

Finally I crossed the Columbia River and reached Badger 
Mt. where I climbed high enough for the final glide to 
Ephrata. After landing it was a great feeling just sitting 
there on the tarmac with no one around, and just the 
sound of the Ephrata wind blowing.  

Paul Adriance , Thank You.  

Cloud Lovers, Unite! 
It’s hard to fly gliders and not appreciate the sky.  This 
gives us something in common with The Cloud 
Appreciation Society.  Visit them at 
www.cloudappreciationsociety.org to learn more about 
clouds, hear music to watch clouds go by and see 
fantastic pictures of clouds. 

 

Ephrata Diary by the Head Hooker-upper 
Ephrata has been the site of two competitions this year, 
the Region 8 “Dust Up” and the 18 Meter National 
Championship.   Getting 20+ gliders off the ground as 
quickly as possible can be a challenge and requires good 
teamwork.  I got “volunteered” to be the guy who hooks 
up the gliders as our fleet of 4 or 5 tow planes cycled 
through the line.  I quickly learned the intricacies of the 
various types of nose, belly, and CG hooks.  

The Dust Up was a 4 day Sport Class competition mixing 
multiple types of gliders which were scored on a 
handicapped basis.  Over half of the 23 pilots were flying 
in their first competition.  While there was a serious side 
amongst the competitors the contest was generally a fun 
event.   Each day started with a pilots meeting followed 
by a mid-day launch.  Typically the fleet would be on the 
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starting grid by noon.  A “sniffer” glider would be 
launched when conditions indicated the possibility of 
thermals and if there was workable lift on the course it 
was time to LAUNCH.  If you’ve ever seen videos of 
aircraft carrier flight deck you’ll get some idea of what a 
competition launch is like.  Typically we’d get all 23 
gliders into the air in less than an hour!  That’s one ship 
every 2-3 minutes.   Dust up was held around the 
Memorial Day weekend in conjunction with the annual 
ESI Encampment.  After the competition launches were 
over the sport fliers enjoyed the rest of the day. 

The 18 Meter National Championship was held in early 
July.  22 competitors from as far away as Florida 
converged in Ephrata for 11 days of very serious flying.  
These 6-figure ships typically launch at maximum 
weights of 1320 pounds with water ballast tanks.  The 
fleet included some of the latest in soaring technology 
and design including two Antares self launching ships.  
They are electrically powered by banks of lithium 
batteries encased in the wings yielding up to 30 minutes 
of power.   

The July heat at Ephrata yield density altitudes of 3,000+ 
feet challenging our tow pilots.  The competition was 
marred by a fatal crash on the second practice day.  A 
New Hampshire pilot entered a spin/spiral dive while in a 
thermal and was unable to parachute to safety.   The 
competition used several task formats to challenge the 
pilots yielding flights of over 350 miles and average 
speeds in excess of 85 mph.  On the second day of 
competition a range fire broke out over the west ridge.  
There was a silver lining though.  It yielded a 100 acre 
black scar which was a guaranteed thermal generator! 

If you haven’t been to Ephrata lately I strongly 
recommend a visit.  The club’s Schweitzer 1-34 is based 
there for the rest of the summer and the Seattle Glider 
Council typically has tow planes operating on weekends.   

Two weeks on the launch lines was an enlightening 
experience.  I strongly recommend getting involved in a 
competition either as a competitor or volunteer crew.  
These guys take things very seriously and use all the 
resources available to soaring pilots.  I learned a lot about 
weather forecasting by attending the daily pilot briefings 
and reviewing the flights on the big screen.  I also learned 
that a little organization can really improve the efficiency 
of a launch line.  Assigning jobs to your helpers is 
important and it’s vital that the ship at the front of the line 
is ready to go when the tow plane arrives.  Lastly, if 
you’re crawling under gliders to find the CG hook get a 
pair of knee pads! 

Gary Paulin  

Off Field Landing 
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Steve Baker and I discussed doing a few practice off-
airport landings in the “family models” during the 
Ephrata encampment, which Steve and Hans Sendelbach 
did accomplish (photo attached). Here are Steve words: 

"I gave Hans an area check ride.  Our first flight 
went to 10,600 feet and we went to the end of Lake 
Lenore.  Hans flies well and makes good decisions.  
I let him solo after that.  We made a ring chart 
based on a 14:1 glide ratio so that he would stay 
local.  I think he got about 7 hours of solo time by 
Thursday.  I signed him off for an hour of ground 
school sailplane assembly/disassembly 
(emphasizing a critical assembly checklist) and 
another hour of airspace and chart work.  Thursday 
morning I signed him off for solo flight in the L-33 
and he got two flights of about an hour each in 
that.  On Wednesday the soaring weather looked 
poor so I convinced Gary Paulin and Tony Puglisi 
to help with a land out.  Since the L-13 had to get 
onto the trailer by Sunday I suggested we force 
Hans into an off field landing with me in the back 
seat.  They agreed and we plotted a landing field.  I 
took Hans off and made him maneuver until we no 
longer could reach EPH at which point we landed 
in a fallow field.  Hans did a great job of 
identifying a field, slope, livestock, wires, fences, 
and wind direction. 

�

It was a valuable exercise and one which I'm glad he 
performed the first time with supervision rather than by 
himself." 

Another lesson was learned after the L-13 was trailered 
and cleaned up for the ride back to Arlington. As it 
happened, this was the last flight before the annual 
inspection.  When our mechanic was working his 
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inspection, a large amount of dirt/mud was found, in the 
wheel well, and even in the nose cowl and the tail boom. 

�	���	��������	������	���	������������	
The primary reason the dirt was in the L-13 is because it 
was placed on the trailer and shipped it back to Arlington 
without a deep cleaning.  If it had been reassembled in 
Ephrata, it would have been taken care of there.  The 
deep cleaning that needs to get done cannot be 
accomplished while the ship is on the trailer.  Steve and 
others have pulled half a dozen L-13s and L-23s each out 
of fallow fields in Ephrata and thoroughly cleaned them 
out upon reassembly.  It's a bit laborious but it is certainly 
far from impossible. 

I really like the idea of exposing students to off-field 
opportunities with an instructor on-board.  Besides 
Ephrata’s fallow fields, a good opportunity is to use 
alternates from Arlington like Frontier, or Green Valley, 
or locations at Ephrata like Mansfield, that allow the 
experience of having to select an unfamiliar place to land, 
while having the easier (and cleaner) retrieve of a hard or 
grass surface. 

Stan Kasprzyk - New Evergreen Chief CFIG/CFSO guy 

Green Valley Airfield 
The new runway is still not usable but will make 
operations in Green Valley safer and more convenient.  
Jordan Ridge is just 1.5 miles to the NE, Granite Falls to 
the East. 

�
Fred Hermanspann 

Contest Lessons from an Instructor 
Perspective 
I have always heard discussion that “contests are a great 
way to learn”, or “I picked up more in that one contest 
than months of regular soaring”.  While I believed there 
was some truth to those comments, I also attributed some 
of it to competition euphoria.  Having never personally 
competed in a soaring contest, due primarily to lack of a 
personal sailplane and/or schedule conflicts, I was very 
interested when Bruce Bulloch sent out the invitation last 
Spring for the Ephrata Dust Up 2009.  The timing was 
right, and I was able to easily convince Lynn Weller, who 
I often fly with in his DG-1000, to join me as a team 
entry. 

 

We had a blast in the three-day contest in May, with 
outstanding soaring conditions on the first two days, and 
challenging but fun weather for those who decided to fly 
on the third non-competition day. 

Here are a few of my “lessons learned”: 

Even with 26 sailplanes along the course, there are often 
long periods with no other sailplanes visible. I expected 
to see the sky littered with these 26 sailplanes marking 
each thermal, but although we did see other sailplanes 
now and then, it was the exception rather than the rule. 

You really get to know your equipment.  Even though I 
had about 80 hours in DG-1000s before the contest, I 
experienced and learned a lot, especially about the high 
speed performance of the bird.  Although we often had 
impossibly shallow glide angle views heading home, we 
invariably made our final run at 100+ knots and still 
made it back fine. 

You really get to know your instruments/GPS/nav 
system.  I had previously used the LX-7000 in the DG-
1000 for rudimentary navigation information, but Lynn 
and I really delved into the details, and by the second 
contest flight we had all our turnpoints circles depicted, 
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valid glide information presented and a much better 
working knowledge of our true capabilities. 

Competition is fun.  We had a blast in the preparation, 
out on course as we cross-crossed other’s flight paths and 
observed their strategies, and after the day’s competition 
as we “told war stories”, compared results, and generally 
developed more camaraderie with our flying mates. 

I highly recommend entering your next available local 
contest.  You WILL learn a lot, and have fun in the 
process!  I’m already looking forward to Ephrata Dustup 
2010! 

Stan Kasprzyk 

Lake Wenatchee and Fish Lake 
The Lake Wenatchee airfield – the first landing 
opportunity after crossing the divide from AWO – is 
barely visible between the two lakes. 
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Fred Hermanspann 

Chinook in Ephrata 
Winfried preparing the Chinook for the return flight. 

 

Looking for Stevens Pass. 
Coming from Lake Wenatchee, Highway 2 is just visible 
behind Howard Mountain. 

 

Fred Hermanspann 

Flying in the Ephrata Dust Up ‘09 
Heinz and I joined the DG-1000 group as part of a plan to 
become better cross country soaring pilots.  Our 
mentoring began with Jim Simmons and continued with 
us analyzing our flights, challenging each other to break 
bad habits and encouraging each other to develop good 
habits.  This did not prevent us from getting caught low 
and far from home, but we always had lots of fun.  The 
next step was to fly in the Ephrata Dust Up 2009 Contest. 

On the first day we got to the top of the start gate 
quescky, left about 15 minutes after it opened and had no 
trouble completing the task.  We were surprised to learn 
that we were the first to complete the task.  
Unfortunately, we finished at least 20 minutes under the 
2.5-hour minimum.  After scoring increased our task time 
to 2.5 hours, our average actual speed was 57.45 miles 
per hour -- putting us in 16th place.  The winner of the day 
was John Gilbert with an average actual speed of 64.43 
mph over a distance of 158.57 miles.  John’s flight 
computer failed early in the task and he flew the day 
using basic instruments.  This certainly proved that the 
pilot is a bigger success factor than the technology. 

On the second day Heinz and I went through the start 
gate at about 9,000 feet – determined to better our score.  
Heinz was becoming expert with the onboard flight 
computer and about 50 kilometers out on course he 
declared we were going to finish too early.  How did he 
know? 
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First Turnpoint 

Our task was to fly from Ephrata to Niles Corner (15 mile 
radius), Odessa (20 mile radius), Mansfield (10 mile 
radius) and back to Ephrata.  The minimum flight time 
was 3.0 hours.  After we had been on course for about 20 
minutes, Heinz calculated that if we flew to the turnpoints 
themselves (flying 187.73 miles at about 70 mph) we 
were going to finish early.  We needed to extend our task 
by fly deeper into the turnpoint areas to increase our 
distance, so we extended our course by flying to a big 
cloud about 10 miles north of Niles Corner as our first 
turnpoint. 

We had observed that the strongest thermals were 
punching through the inversion layer and forming clouds, 
so clouds were good lift indicators that day.  Our strategy 
was to fly at 85 knots between clouds and ignore the 
weaker lift. 

Second Turnpoint 

Once we reached cloud base we put the nose down and 
headed toward Odessa.  Unfortunately, Odessa turned out 
to be in a big blue hole, and the line Odessa-Mansfield 
looked all blue.  One (better) option would have been to 
increase our distance by gliding out into the blue towards 
Odessa and then gliding back to the clouds – hoping to 
regain the lost altitude and then go to Mansfield (which, 
as it turned out, was what the fastest pilot of the day 
did). Another option was to just nick the Odessa circle 
and safely follow the cloud street towards Mansfield. 
And that is what we did – cutting that leg short but 
minimizing our chances of landing out. 

Third Turnpoint 

The cruise to Mansfield was much easier than we 
thought. Condition along that leg really improved and we 
were able to dolphin at great speed.   About the time we 
crossed the coulee we found a thermal that took us above 
our final glide altitude.  Once again Heinz determined 
that we were going to finish early and we had to extend 
the task as much as possible.  Our best option was to 
stretch our distance around Mansfield (to a point on the 
northern edge of the 10-mile radius) before heading 
home.  We glided around our adjusted turnpoint and let 
the glider take us home.  Again we arrived early, but this 
times only by a few minutes. 

Our average speed for the task was 66.71 mph over 
198.95 miles.  That moved us into 6th place for the day 
and 9th place overall.  The weather was weaker on the last 
day of the cancelled, so that task was cancelled and some 
of us did some fun flying. 

Lessons Learned 

·  It’s easier to fly long distances between thermals 
in a 46:1 than in a 34:1 glider.  The “longer legs” 
are especially nice when the lift is fading and I 
want to make it home. 

·  A high performance glider is not necessary.  First 
time contest pilots made it around the course just 
fine using basic instrumentation and flying our 
club’s Apis, L-33 and Astir. 

·  Heinz likes to joke and say “I never met a 
thermal I didn’t like.”  It’s easy to waste 15 
minutes or more on a single thermal while trying 
to work weak lift.  Unless I’m low, it’s important 
to discipline myself to pass up the weak lift.  
Also, J. C. Hauchecorne recommends leaving a 
thermal when its strength has reduced by 50%.  
That works well for me. 

·  There are no style points for thermalling.  Learn 
how to center a thermal quickly and work it 
aggressively.  Besides, I find it annoying when 
someone passes me in the thermal and then goes 
out on course when I am still scratching my way 
up. 

·  Fly a higher-performance glider faster.  It’s good 
cross country training to learn how to fly a glider 
at best L/D – which is generally in the mid 50’s 
for club gliders.  That being said, the strong lift 
around Ephrata and the increased performance of 
the DG-1000 call for inter-thermal speeds that 
are much higher than best L/D. 

·  Fly faster by learning Macready’s system.  I can’t 
fly a 200 mile task with an average speed of 30 
miles per hour unless I find a really long soaring 
day.  Even if I’m not racing against other gliders, 
I’m always racing the sun.  In order to fly farther 
I need to learn how to fly faster. 

·  It’s fun flying with a friend.  Instead of asking 
myself “what would Heinz do?”  I can just ask 
Heinz “what do you think we should do?” 

Epitaph 

John Daly, we thank you for donating your wonderful 
glider to serve our soaring community.  Never in a 
million years would we have had the opportunity to fly 
our first contest in such a magnificent glider. We hope we 
did you proud.  We certainly learned a lot and we had a 
lot of fun.   Thank you! 

Heinz Gehlhaar and Mark Nyberg 




��

 

May 21: First Off-Field Landing for the 
Chinook 

 

This was the day, that required long tows and patience to 
connect with the thermals in the mountains.  Ron Clark 
made the connection and flew all the way to Tonasket.  
We (Winfried and myself) could not connect and had to 
land at Oso.  Thanks to Dan King for helping with the 
retrieve! 

Fred Hermanspann 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Willy Burhen Cup 2009 
The year 2009 is shaping up as a true record breaking year for the WBC.  A lot of this development is due to the total 
acceptance of the Online contest (OLC) which has developed into a universal tool for recording, analyzing and comparing 
soaring flights.   In 2007 Arlington pilots started posting their flights on the OLC with 11 flights.  In terms of total 
accumulated points (=handicapped distance) this put Arlington in eleventh place in Region 8.  In 2008 there were 83 
flights and Arlington moved into 4th place.  And so far this year the Arlington fliers have posted 102 flights and brought 
Arlington into second place (behind Ephrata). 

There have been 3 Cascade crossings from Arlington (and one border crossing) besides numerous flights up and down the 
mountains and occasionally into them.  On May 21 Ron Clark set a new Arlington distance record of 342 km/ 215 miles 
by flying first across the Cascades close to Cashmere and then flying north, finally landing in Tonasket!  For comparison, 
the best flights each year in Ephrata, with considerably better ships, are usually around 600 km/ 350 miles. 

So here are the current standings for the WBC 2009, based on the best flights of each pilot based on points.  Only flights 
with over 100 points are listed.  The last entry was by Kevin Finke on June 26, which beat Dan Housler (in 4th place) in 
terms of distance but fell short by .07 points to pass him in ranking.  Close competition increases expectations!  

Best WBC flights for each pilot 2009 July 1 status (for pts.>100) 

Name 
 

Date Sailplane  Index  Points  Dist.-KM  Dist. MI  Rank  
Ron Clark  May 21 LS-1c 98 342.1 345.8 214.9 1 
Fred 
Hermanspann Jun. 9 Chinook 98 334.3 331.2 205.8 2 
Brad Hill 

 
Apr. 24 Apis 13 92 296.3 278.7 173.2 3 

Dan Housler Jun. 9 Cirrus 17.7 100 260.6 262.9 163.4 4 
Kevin Finke Jun. 26 ASW-24 108 260.5 286.5 178.1 5 
Max Karst Jun.15 Pik-20B 102 249.2 263.7 163.9 6 
John Gilbert 5-May Std. Cirrus 98 175.1 178.2 110.8 7 
Dave Reusch Apr. 4 Std. Lib. 98 141.4 142.4 88.5 8 
Travis Brown Apr. 24 Std. Astir 92 132.1 122.4 76.1 9 
Chuck Anderson Apr. 24 Apis 15 98 119.5 120.9 75.1 10 
Ed Walker Jun. 4 G103IIISL 96 100.4 100.6 62.5 11 

       
       
 

Evaluation with OLC rules 
    

Let’s keep those flights coming! 





�

Fred Hermanspann 
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Classified ads 
For Sale: DG505 Elan Orian 
High performance two-place Sailplane.  No major damage 
history, 3554 hours total time at last annual in June 2008, 
manufactured in 1998.  Options include: water ballast (353 lbs), 
Retractable gear, Becker radio, LX500 Nav Computer/Data 
Logger System and Cobra Trailer.  20 m span, 44:1 L/D at 59 
kts, 149 fpm minimum sink.  For more information please 
contact Chris@PacificAeroSport.com, Phone: 360-474-
9394, or click on Aircraft for sale at 
www.PacificAeroSport.com. Price: $89,900.00 OBO 

DG-800B for Sale 
Built in 2000, 638 hours TT total time, 62 hours engine time, very quick glider, holds 28 state and national records, loaded 
with options and extras, no damage history, 15m and 18m extensions with winglets, Becker radio, Terra transponder with 
mode C, Cambridge 300 glide computer with data recorder, Ipaq with WinPilot, SN10 glide computer, Volkslogger data 
recorder, large glare shield solar panel, EDS O2 system, extra battery bank, combo G meter, gear warning/flap/stall speed 
device, extensive XC emergency kit with second solar panel, Globalstar phone, personal ELT, parachute, lots of spare 
parts etc, Cobra trailer with anti-sway hitch, single man rigging. For more information please contact 
Chris@PacificAeroSport.com or Phone: 360-474-9394.  $149,900 OBO.  www.pacificaerosport.com 

GROB 109 Motorglider for Sale  
Dual NAV-COM’s: KX155 & KX165, KT76 Transponder, PS Engineering Audio Panel, Artificial Horizon. 
Engine: Factory overhauled in 2007, Limbach L2000EB1-AA.  Wings: upper surfaces recently refinished with Acrylic 
Urethane.  For more information please contact Chris@PacificAeroSport.com or Phone: 360-474-9394.  $54,900 OBO  
www.pacificaerosport.com 

GROB 109 Motorglider for Rent  
Available for rent $65 per hour, dry.  Instructors are available.  Pacific AeroSport, 360-474-9394, Arlington WA.  See 
www.pacificaerosport.com for additional information and requirements. 
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