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Heinz Gehlhaar 

Cover Photo 
Dmitry Rudas used Photoshop and his own techniques to mask areas of 
the photo and convert them to B&W – creating this dramatic image. 

Badge & Record Essays Sought by SSA 
Badge and record flights will be the theme for an upcoming issue of 
Soaring magazine. As part of the plan for this issue, the editorial staff is 
asking SSA members to share their interesting, amusing, instructive, 
keenly insightful-and at least partially true-badge and record stories. 
Essays can run between 350 and 1200 words. Completed submissions 
should be emailed to the magazine's editor: editor@ssa.org no later 
than June 20, 2009. 

SSA 2010 Convention 
The Soaring Society of America's Convention will be here before you 
know it. Please mark the dates of January 28-30, 2010 on your 
calendar, and make plans to attend. The place is Little Rock, Arkansas, 
and the host hotel is the DoubleTree. If you would like to have a booth 
or display at the Convention, please contact Kathey Pope in the Hobbs 
office (575-392-1177). As speakers are selected, and more information 
is available, it will be published in Soaring. 
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President’s Message 
While Evergreen Soaring never shuts down operations 
during winter, serious flying usually starts in early 
March.  This year it started even later as we had to cope 
with an unusually wet and cold spring.  But now 
operations in Arlington are in full swing and at the end of 
April the total number of tows so far is running a good 10 
percent higher than last year.  The high points were April 
4 when all 3 towplanes together made 49 tows and April 
24 when some 10 sailplanes ventured out into the hills 
and the North Cascades and Ron Clark set a new 
Arlington distance record with 335 km (OLC-classic 
rules). 

We have an enthusiastic group of new pilots who – 
thanks to our hard working CFIs and tow pilots – are 
progressing rapidly.  And, last not least our dedicated 
equipment manager (Tony Puglisi) is keeping our fleet 
operational.  Other accomplishments worth mentioning 
are the first off-field landings, the first unplanned visits to 
other airfields, and Kevin Finke and John Gilbert passing 
the Joe Patton milestone. Noel went to Ephrata to get his 
Silver badge distance before heading off to the Region 12 
contest (as did Mike Reid, now living near California 
City).  And so far 2 pilots (Ron Clark and Brad Hill, the 
usual suspects) have already exceeded last year’s winning 
score for the Willy Burhen Cup. 

In the mean time our cadre of tow pilots is increasing 
with Ted Goble and Steve Fribley getting qualified and a 
number of our more experienced pilots are working on 
becoming CFIGs.  Bruce Bullock ascended to the rank of 
state governor and will be getting contest experience by 
organizing the informal Region 8 contest over the 
Memorial Day weekend.  This comes after organizing the 
highly successful public relations event, in which local 
weather guru Jeff Renner was taken up by Stan Kasprzyk 
in the DG-1000 for a first hand exposure to the wonderful 
world of soaring (to be aired on June 4). 

All this is very gratifying and makes me feel confident 
that our club is maintaining the momentum gained from 
the merger despite all this talk about the economic 
turmoil.  So, please, keep on volunteering for the good of 
the club, pay your bills, clean the clubhouse occasionally, 
fly safely and enjoy the exciting sport of soaring. 

Fred Hermanspann – ESI President 

From the Editor 
Past issues of GlidePath and Yawstring are now available 
on our website. 

Mark Nyberg 

Ephrata Dust Up 
We’re a couple of weeks away from the Ephrata Dust Up, 
the three-day soaring competition that will stand in for 
the Region 8 Contest this year. The Dust Up will bring a 
few changes to competitive soaring in Washington. First 
of all, it will boast a large contingent of ESI members. 
Half of the contestants will be Evergreen Soaring pilots 
and another fifteen members will be there as contest 
leaders and volunteers. In all, about 25 ESI members will 
contribute to the Ephrata Dust Up in one role or another. 
Everyone will have the opportunity to do recreational and 
instructional soaring before and after the contest launch. 

The contest will be specifically designed as an 
educational event to introduce first-time entrants to 
competitive soaring. Ron Bellamy is organizing 
educational sessions for pilots and some of the region’s 
best competition pilots will be on hand to share their 
wisdom. Ephrata is a great environment to pushing your 
soaring ability to the next level. With plenty of fallow 
fields below, a pilot can be more aggressive about 
stretching his limits with the only consequence being a 
landout. And just to make a good thing better, a SGC 
member has funded a $100 scholarship for 12 pilots who 
are entering their first soaring competition. 

And, of course, there will be tee shirts, beer and BBQ. I 
mean really, what more could you ask for? 

By the end of the contest, I think we’ll have made 
possible a great soaring experience for all of the 
participants. If we succeed in that, a lot of credit belongs 
to several ESI members who went the extra mile to make 
this event possible. Paul Sjoberg has been a key organizer 
of the event and synchronized the contest with ESI’s 
annual Ephrata encampment to maximize the use of our 
tow planes.  Ron Bellamy has put together a first-rate 
educational program for the evening sessions. Fred 
Hermanspann and Brad Hill managed the negotiations 
that allowed for two of ESI’s tow planes to participate in 
the contest. Jim Simmons, as always, came up with a 
team of tow pilots to man the contest. Additionally, Steve 
Baker, Hans Sendelbach and Allison Sjoberg have 
volunteered to run the flight line. 

One of the keys to Evergreen’s success as a gliding club 
is a determination to bring our members in contact with 
the very heart of the sport. We promote great soaring in 
great locations and have never been satisfied just 
puttering around our home field. The Ephrata Dust Up is 
just another facet of that mission: pushing our members 
to have a little more fun and be better pilots than they 
were last year. 
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If you’d like to be part of the contest there’s still time. 
Sign up to be a contestant (you’ll need to have your 
private rating) at the contest website 
(www.region8contest.com). Or, just come out and lend a 
hand. We can always use extra help assembling gliders 
and pulling them out of farmers’ fields. Ephrata is a great 
soaring environment for pilots of any level. It’s 
guaranteed to be a lot of fun. 

������������	�
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Glider Reservations for Ephrata 
One of the actions taken by the board last weekend was 
to ask me to begin taking reservations for the Apis and 
the Astir. 

Conditions for reservations are as follows: 

1. All reservations are on a first come, first serve 
basis.  

2. All dates are to be coordinated through me. 
3. You are responsible for transporting the ship to 

and from AWO.  
4. All reservations will require that you return the 

ship to AWO unless you make other 
arrangements with a member that will fulfill this 
responsibility and that it has been coordinated 
with me.  

5. The ship is to be returned in a flyable condition 
and is to be clean.  

6. You will be responsible to arrange your own 
retrieves.  

Currently, Bruce Bulloch has arranged to use the Apis for 
the contest from 23 to 25 May.  The ship will remain in 
EPH until the end of the encampment. 

See you all on the field, fly often and safely. 

Tony "Old Crusty" Puglisi 

A Gliding Coin with a Sailplane Design 
The Royal Canadian Mint has issued a silver dollar to 
commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of the first 
flight in Canada, which has a glider design on it. The coin 
will not appear in general circulation as it is minted in 
pure silver. To purchase this coin and see more 
information on Canada's year-long celebration of 
Canada's aviation history, go to 
http://www.canadiancentennialofflight.ca/airforce/events/
events_e.php. The SSA is also making plans to celebrate 
their 100th anniversary of soaring flight. Jim Short and 
Peter Smith are heading up the committee, and more 
information concerning the event will soon be available. 
If you are interested in assisting, please contact:�
Jim Short simajim@comcast.net or �
Peter Smithpetersmith@soaringmuseum.org�

Jeff Renner Takes a Glider Flight with ESI 
Every once in a while, the conversation around the 
clubhouse turns to ways we promote our club to attract 
new members. The Museum of Flight always comes up 
as well as demo rides. After that we end up scratching our 
heads. Soaring is one of those hidden treasures: all 
consuming for those of us who fly and virtually invisible 
to everyone else. 

I thought I’d try to mix things up a bit and sent a letter to 
several TV meteorologists in the Seattle area, offering a 
glider flight as a backdrop for one of their broadcasts. It 
was a bit of a long shot but if we got a bite it would put 
our sport on regional TV. To make a long story short, Jeff 
Renner of KING 5 Television responded.  Jeff is doing a 
weather special that will air on June 4th a 7 PM. Jeff was 
looking for a way to demonstrate convective lift and a 
glider, as we all know, would be the perfect prop. 

On Wednesday, April 15th Jeff came out to Arlington 
with the King 5 helicopter. We set him up for a flight in 
the SGC’s DG-1000 with Stan Kasprzyk as his pilot.  

If you’ve ever produced any television (and being the 
Hollywood types we glider pilots are, I’m sure we’ve all 
had that experience) you know that you get precious little 
air time to make your impression. We managed to set up 
a very cool take-off sequence with the DG-1000 lined up 
in front of a line of Arlington’s best glass ships. The 
helicopter was lined up in the very back and swung 
around the gliders as it followed the DG into the air. I 
should be a very cool shot. It required a lot of patience by 
pilots itching to get into the air but if it makes it into the 
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final cut; I think it will be worth the effort. We put 
together a very sexy image of our sport. 

Jeff interviewed Stan on the ground and then they took a 
series of aerial shots from the helicopter. The helicopter, 
by the way, has a very cool remote camera mount. 

A lot of people came out to make this possible. Keith 
McLean acted as tow pilot with Pierre Parent showed up 
as backup, just in case McTow got McHit by a bus. 
Likewise, Ron Bellamy was on hand to backup Stan (I’m 
sorry, years in advertising have made me paranoid). Jim 
Simmons, Heinz and Mark Nyberg came out to assemble 
the DG-1000. 

Finally, we had our beautiful people on hand to decorate 
the background. Winfried, Dan King, Fred, Ron Clark, 
and Brad were all on hand to demonstrate what dashing 
specimens of manhood we glider pilots are (seriously, I 
think we made the sport look good).  Thanks for 
everyone who helped out. 

Make a date with your TIVO for June 4th at 7 PM and see 
how we look on the small screen. I think you’ll be 
impressed. 

Bruce Bulloch 

ESI’s EW Avionic Flight Recorder 
Evergreen Soaring now has a EW Avionics 
microRecorder.  This is a great little GPS data logger, 
perfect for use in club gliders to: 

·  Record Flights for FAI Badge Documentation. 
·  Record Flights for Submission to the OLC 

(Online Contest) 
·  Use in a Soaring Contest 

The EW microRecorder logs GPS track and pressure 
trace in a secure .IGC file. These files can be downloaded 
over USB using Windows Explorer. The file contains an 
encoded digital signature. This means that any 
subsequent change made to the file can be detected. 
Hence files produced by the microRecorder can be 
checked to ensure that the file is unchanged. 

The recorder can be used in a couple of different 
configurations. In either case you'll want to first 
configure the device with your name and optionally a 
task declaration. This is accomplished by connecting the 
recorder to a computer via the USB cable and updating 
the EW-USER.TXT file. When the device is connected to 
your computer, it just looks like a connected thumb drive. 
Configuration 1 - microRecorder as a Black Box 
In this configuration, you just ensure the internal battery 
is charged, then plug the antenna into the recorder, turn it 
on, and go fly.  When you're done, your flight will be 
recorded and can be retrieved via the USB cable. 

Configuration 2 - microRecorder as GPS for PDA 
In this configuration, the device is connected to the ship's 
battery and supplies power and GPS data to your PDA. 
By getting power from the glider battery, you have 
considerably more life to both the recorder and your PDA 
(no need for large external PDA batteries).  You can run 
your favorite soaring program on your PDA knowing that 
you are seeing the same GPS data on your PDA as is 
being recorded. 

A good overview of the recorder can be found at the 
Cumulus Soaring web site at http://www.cumulus-
soaring.com/ew.htm or at the EW Avionics site itself at 
http://www.ewavionics.com. The full set of operating 
instructions can be found at the EW Avionics site. 
 

 
The recorder is located in the Evergreen clubhouse in the 
middle drawer of the cabinet next to the door.  It is in a 
hard black plastic case, about 8" X 12" X 3".  The 
contents of the case is as follows: 

·  EW microRecorder 
·  Calibration Certificate 
·  Antenna & Suction Cup Mount 
·  i38C-2 Cable (connects your PDA to the 

recorder) 
·  USB Cable 
·  Wall Charger 
·  External Power Cable (with harness for 

connection to ship's battery) 
·  Quick Start Instructions 
·  Full Instructions 
·  Usage Sheet 
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When you use the device, record your usage on the Usage 
Sheet inside the black case. It has columns for Date, 
Name, Glider, and Comments. 
 
We'll be posting more detailed usage instructions and 
pictures on the Evergreen Soaring website. 

Dan Teifke 

Good Deeds 
The audio of the variometer had failed on our older L-33 
and Heinz Gehlhaar had determined that the speaker was 
kaput.  A replacement speaker is expensive, but the audio 
is important for flying safely around other aircraft.  
Besides, Mark Nyberg and others were complaining 
bitterly. 

So Heinz got the economy version from RadioShack and 
installed it. Well, guess what? You can hear the vario-
sound at full volume if you put your ear real close to the 
console. Not very 
useful. 

Heinz emailed 
Borgelt for advice 
and got a very 
quick response 
from Mike Borgelt 
himself: We can 
send you a new 
one  "... but you 
can use any 8 ohm 
speaker. The Speaker is A$10 plus shipping of A$10." A 
little later Mike followed that up with: "...  Jameco part 
number 135722 looks to be equivalent and much cheaper 
for you." 

Rather than order a new replacement speaker from 
Borgelt, Heinz searched the internet about frequency-
response of small speakers and found that the 
RadioShack unit had a great dip at our frequency of 1.2 
kHz. Further, he found that ProjectsUnlimited.com had 
one with just the right response. So he fires of an email to 
them:  "I am replacing a KSS-3108 Speaker from an 
audio variometer in my club's sailplane. Your unit AST-
03208MR-2-R seems to meet the performance 
requirements.  Where can I get just one? And how much 
does it cost?"  

No sooner than sent, Heinz gets a response from Betty 
Quinn at PUI Audio telling him that they could send a 
sample; and "what is your Fed Express or UPS 
Account?". Heinz wrote back:" I do not have one of 
those, just a mailing address and I am sure the speaker 
would fit into a small envelope." And of course Heinz 

thought that that would be the end of it. PUI would 
recognize that there is no new business there, and just not 
answer.  

So he went and searched for other sources and for PUI 
vendors. Meanwhile John Gilbert had heard of Heinz' 
quest and told him that the manufacturer of the original 
KSS-unit is one of his vendors, and offered to help along 
that line. But before Heinz could answer that email,  a 
FEDEX delivery arrived with a cardboard box 8-inches 
on a side, with a new speaker element.  Betty Quinn at 
PUI Audio in Dayton, Ohio sent it to us for free. 

The end of this story is: The speaker is installed; the vario 
warbles again when you go up; and on occasion there is 
free lunch when you run into nice people. 

Thanks Betty and thanks Heinz. 

GPS Technology - flyWithCE 
Technologies relating to soaring become particularly 
interesting when the prices become affordable.  Recently 
I noticed some interesting developments. 

FlyWithCE recently announced a flight recorder that 
measures about 2.7”x1.4”x1”, runs on two NiMH AAA 
batteries and weighs about 50 grams.  Running time is up 
to 8 hours on the internal batteries.  With a 1 second 
interval rate, the unit will record more than 100 hours.  It 
and ships with USB cable, user manual, flyWithCE 
logbook software and drivers. 

At $119, this is a simple and inexpensive way to get into 
recording flights for later analysis and for posting to the 
OLC.  This price will also make it attractive to parents 
who want to know where their child drove in their car 
and how fast they are driving. 

The main drawback is that the unit is not IGC certified 
and recorded flights cannot be used for claiming badges 
or national/world records.  That means you will have to 
use some other recorder (such as ESI’s EW 
microRecorder or Volkslogger) to earn your Silver 
Badge.  

The other limitation is that this device is simply a 
recorder and does not output realtime GPS sentences.  
This means that it cannot be used to drive an IPAQ or 
other in-flight tools. 

Tim Mara reports that he just sold 10 of them but hasn’t 
gotten any feedback yet, but has personally been very 
pleased with the beta units he has worked with in the past 
year. 

See www.flywithce.com/recorder.html 

Mark Nyberg 
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SSA e-NEWS 
The time it takes to organize, publish and distribute 
Soaring magazine slows down the process of spreading 
news.  To solve that problem, the SSA likes to send out 
news via e-mail.  If you are interested in what the SSA is 
doing and are not getting the SSA’s e-News then update 
your member profile to include your e-mail address. 

Safety is not a chain; it is a rope. 
Just before we begin our launch, a number of important 
events unfold in parallel--side by side like strands of a 
rope. 

The tow-plane pilot has been monitoring the radio, 
listening for traffic. They are keeping an eye on the glider 
by way of that wildly-vibrating rear-view mirror.  At the 
same time, they are running their own pre-flight check 
list. 

The sailplane pilot is also double checking their written 
pre-flight check list.  The bubble canopy makes it 
somewhat easier to scan for air traffic but their position in 
the cockpit often makes looking backward very difficult 
or impossible.  The radio is tuned to local traffic 
frequency--one ear stays attentive to pattern calls from all 
the shared forms of traffic at the airport.  Going around?  
Full stop?  Landing on the grass?  Landing long?  The 
details matter. 

The Field Operations Officer is similarly monitoring 
local radio traffic.  They have also been scanning the sky 
watching for the NORDO (pilot flying with no radio).  
Their attention is often divided between those tasks and 
making sure that the first ship in line is fully ready to 
launch.  And that the second ship will be ready to go the 
instant that the first has gone.   

Pretty busy out there!   

Fortunately, we usually have one more strand in our rope 
of safety: our wing runner.   

The wing runner is a communications link between the 
sailplane pilot, the tow pilot and the FOO.  While their 
primary attention is on the sailplane pilot, they are also 
constantly scanning for local traffic (often with their own 
handheld radio).  The final launch signals come 
simultaneously from the glider pilot (wagging the rudder) 
and the wing runner (the big, circular wave).   

Because wing runners are the coordination between the 
three major players on the field, they merit their own 
certification process.  For the moment, that process is 
informal and "under the radar" of the FAA.  Don't expect 
it to stay that way ... . 

At this last Annual Meeting we asked ESI members (in a 
survey form) if they were wing-runner certified.  The 
overwhelming response was, "Huh?" 

Rather than describing everything that a wing runner 
should do, how they should do it, and so forth, check out 
the information at 
http://www.soaringsafety.org/school/wingrunner/toc.htm  

Don't forget to take the test at the end.  And please do 
bring that certificate out to the airport with you the next 
time you FOO!   

���������������

 

Classified ads 
For Sale: DG505 Elan Orian 
High performance two-place Sailplane.  No major damage 
history, 3554 hours total time at last annual in June 2008, 
manufactured in 1998.  Options include: water ballast (353 lbs), 
Retractable gear, Becker radio, LX500 Nav Computer/Data 
Logger System and Cobra Trailer.  20 m span, 44:1 L/D at 59 
kts, 149 fpm minimum sink.  For more information click on 
Aircraft for sale at www.PacificAeroSport.com.  Please 
contact Chris@PacificAeroSport.com  or Phone: 360-474-
9394. 

Price: $89,900.00 OBO 
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DG-800B for Sale 
Built in 2000, 638 hours TT total time, 62 hours engine time, very quick glider, holds 28 state and national records, loaded 
with options and extras, no damage history, 15m and 18m extensions with winglets, Becker radio, Terra transponder with 
mode C, Cambridge 300 glide computer with data recorder, Ipaq with WinPilot, SN10 glide computer, Volkslogger data 
recorder, large glare shield solar panel, EDS O2 system, extra battery bank, combo G meter, gear warning/flap/stall speed 
device, extensive XC emergency kit with second solar panel, Globalstar phone, personal ELT, parachute, lots of spare 
parts etc, Cobra trailer with anti-sway hitch, single man rigging. For more information please contact 
Chris@PacificAeroSport.com or Phone: 360-474-9394.  $156,400 

 
GROB 109 Motorglider for Sale  
Dual NAV-COM’s: KX155 & KX165, KT76 Transponder, PS Engineering Audio Panel, Artificial Horizon. 
Engine: Factory overhauled in 2007, Limbach L2000EB1-AA.  Wings: upper surfaces recently refinished with Acrylic 
Urethane.  Contact Chris Klix, Pacific AeroSport LLC, 360-474-9394 
www.pacificaerosport.com 

 

GROB 109 Motorglider for Rent  
Available for rent $65 per hour, dry.  Instructors are available.  Pacific AeroSport, 360-474-9394, Arlington WA.  See 
www.pacificaerosport.com for additional information and requirements. 
 

Minden Wave Camp April 8-12, 2009 
Come enjoy a good old-fashioned Minden Wave Camp!  Presentation by Rick Walters (Using Rotor to Climb into Wave), 
Gordon Boettger (Wave Flight in Class A), Kempton Izuno (Memorable Wave Flights), Doug Armstrong (Sources of 
Weather Forecasting), and Fred LaSor (Flying Safely Around Reno’s Airspace). 

Instruction available in our ASK-21 and 2 Duo Discus gliders; solo flight in our LS-4, all transponder-equipped.  Daily 
WA briefings.  O2 and tows available.  Internet in hangar.  BFR signoff with minimum flight & attendance.  All five 
programs $100, Motel discount available $65 per night double occupancy (queen), Basque dinner banquet $40. 

Sponsor:  Soaring NV – 775 782-9595 – www.SoaringNV.com  

Call for reservations or info – bring your glider or fly ours. 

Air Sailing Gliderport announces the 15 th Annual Thermal Camp June 8-12, 2009 
Five days of classroom and flying northern Nevada’s best soaring area.  On site facilities include: clubhouse, showers, 
fridge, microwave, camping, oxygen, internet, laundry and more. 

Air Sailing Gliderport is located 28 miles north of Reno, Nevada.   www.airsailing.org 

Contact Rob Stone – Camp Manager.  775/240-9461  rstone118@charger dot net 

Air Sailing Gliderport announces the 23rd Annual Cr oss Country Camp June 14-19, 2009 
Five days of classroom and cross country flying northern Nevada’s.  On site facilities include: clubhouse, showers, fridge, 
microwave, camping, oxygen, internet, laundry and more.  Air Sailing Gliderport is located 28 miles north of Reno, 
Nevada.   www.airsailing.org 

Contact Dave Prather – Camp Manager.  530/672-6993  dwprather68@yahoo dot com 

Wanted: SGS 2-33 
Schweitzer 2-33 in flyable or restorable condition -- preferably with trailer for training our CAP cadets in Washington 
State.  Contact Mike Talley at 425-359-0133 or m.talley@juno.com  
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