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 President’s report 

As we approach the new year it is time to reflect on our 
goals and aspirations as a major if not the largest soaring 
club in the Northwest.  No, this is not a list of New 
Year’s resolutions, it is just an attempt to stimulate some 
discussions. 

If 2008 was a year of consolidation of the new Evergreen 
Soaring Club then let’s make 2009 a year of consensus 
building for the future.  That means - 

Consensus about our fleet: 

·  Do we need 3 towplanes, and which? 
·  Do we need 6 metal and 3 composite gliders? 
·  Do we need 2 tow carts? 
·  Is our equipment consistent with modern 

soaring? 

Consensus about our training: 

·  Are we providing the training that our students 
expect? 

·  Are we motivating enough members to become 
CFIs? 

·  Are we maintaining a safety standard expected of 
us? 

·  Are we providing demonstration rides at the 
expense of training?  

Consensus about our club life: 

·  Should we have more social events (like the 
upcoming pancake breakfast)? 

·  Should we have more general membership 
meetings (like the SGC)? 

Consensus about a long term commitment to Arlington: 

·  Do we want to invest in a new hangar plus 
clubhouse? 

·  Do we want a working agreement with the 
Soaring Safety Foundation similar to what the 
SGC has with it? 

Above all, we want to be a club that accommodates the 
diverse interests of our members in an atmosphere of 
mutual support and cooperation.  We are all in this for the 
fun and excitement of our sport.  And, I am looking 
forward to another season of experiencing and sharing the 
joy of soaring – and I am sure we have a consensus on 
that. 

Fred Hermanspann 

A few words from the “retiring editor” 
A big thanks to Mark Nyberg for taking on editor duties 
of GlidePath.  This is Mark’s second ‘tour’ as editor of 
this publication -- his initial effort being cut short when 
he became president of ES. For my part, I simply drifted 
from active participation within the club, limiting my 
knowledge of individuals and activities. Either being 
essential to a timely and interesting publication.  I am 
happy to turn things over to Mark. 

Make certain Mark is aware of items of potential interest. 
A newsletter such as GlidePath lives on your 
contributions. Your editor is not a reporter; it is your role 
to be reporters for GlidePath.  Please do your part to 
submit items of interest -- even if you don’t include an 
article or photos. 

We are a club composed of folks interested in flying and 
promoting sailplanes. While scenery/events pictures are 
important, very attractive, and interesting, let’s also work 
on including members in your photos; along with a bit of 
supporting information, such as names, dates locations, 
etc.  Everyone appreciates having his or her ten seconds 
of fame, even more so if it is within GlidePath. 
Remember, once GP is posted on our website, members 
can send the link to family and friends to take a peek. 

If you have hang-ups regarding your writing skills, don’t 
worry about it.  Mark is prepared to use his editorial skills 
in ‘cleaning-up’ contributions and this may entail 
shortening your contribution to fit into available space. 

It has been my privilege to serve the club in the capacity 
of GP editor over the years.  But time to move on.  Thank 
you for the opportunity. 

Gary Thayer 
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 Big changes in the glider fleet this year 
2008 was a big year for our fleet.  With the merger of the 
two clubs we needed to review what we had and how we 
used it.  A fleet committee met several times in January 
and drafted a plan to upgrade, downsize, and modernize 
the fleet.  Some of our ships were pretty long in the tooth 
and faced ever increasing maintenance expenses.  L-13s 
are now subject to a recurring inspection AD and one was 
grounded for three months as we worked out a 
repair.  With the approval of the board a plan was devised 
to sell 3 aircraft and obtain a performance twin and a 
single for solo’d students and licensed pilots.  As a result 
we advertised in Wings and Wheels and sold the 1-26 to 
a local buyer and I delivered the 1-36 to its new owner in 
Colorado Springs.  We’d planned on selling one of the L-
13’s but it was damaged in an off-field landing 
accident.  We settled with the insurance company and 
will salvage useable or saleable parts this winter.   

On the acquisition side of things we have a lease on a 
very nice Grob 103 which will be put on line in 
Spring.  Watch for announcements of the check out 
procedures.  We will review how and where it’ll be used 
later but expect to see it both at Arlington and Ephrata 
this year.  Most recently we acquired a second L-33 
which just completed its annual. It’s a very nice 2000 
ship with less than 80 hours on it.  (Having two of the 
same type means fewer checkouts and log book 
endorsements!)  For the winter we’ll leave the new one in 
the box since we have two other singles on line (the 1-34 
and the other L-33). 

We haven’t overlooked the rest of the fleet.  Our L-23 
Super Blanik 625BA is currently in for a paint job and its 
sister ship will follow in the new year.  I predict a 
dramatic improvement in L/D and aesthetics.  Annuals 
are coming up in January for our other ships. 

Looking forward we’ll be reviewing the fleet again this 
spring.  Activities at Ephrata were down again from last 
year so we’ll be looking at our practice of basing ships 
there for the summer.  Maybe we’ll see an uptick in 2009 
if gas prices stay low, maybe not.  We might institute a 
“check out” process for folks to take a ship over and back 
for a week or so.  More on this later.   Our performance 
gliders (the Astir and Apis) both saw less usage than the 
past.  The burden of rigging and unrigging them each day 
I think contributes to this pattern of low usage.  We’ll 
also look at the 1-34’s usage.  It’s a great “first solo” 
ship, especially for going XC in Ephrata, but has limits 
on pilot weight. 

We’ve instituted a Crew Chief program whereby each 
ship has its own “go-to” guy.  I’ve received notes from 
volunteers (could use a few more) and we’ll finalize 
assignments for 2009 soon.  The crew chief’s name will 

be on each ship and if you have any squawks please let 
them know. (Feel free to take care of small ones yourself, 
like pumping up the tires.)  Wax jobs will be a priority on 
the 5 ships we leave on the line.  Simonize is a whole lot 
cheaper than paint! 

And speaking of improvements we’ll soon have a “Job 
Jar” of projects.  Basically these are somewhat long term 
projects where we need a leader and maybe a team of 
helpers.  Right now we’ve got one project going, Steve 
Fribley will be dismantling our poor L-13 for parts.  But 
keep an eye open for “opportunities” to do some 
volunteering.  Also we’d like someone to volunteer to 
make new cockpit liners for the L-23s.  We have 
templates and need someone with fabricating skills who 
can cut plastic and cover it with fabric. 

While I’m away from Seattle this winter Tony Puglisi 
will be taking over as Equipment Manager so look for 
emails from him too.   

The fleet will look pretty spiffy in 2009.  I think you’ll 
enjoy flying these ships.  Let me know what you’d like to 
see by way of future improvements.   

Gary Paulin 

Becoming Thomas Crown 
Of all the things that have influenced 
my interest in soaring over the past 
years, the root of my fervor can be 
traced to one particular movie: The 
Thomas Crown Affair (1999). The 
spectacular two-minute gliding scene 

in the film had exposed me, for the first time, to this 
virtually unseen form of recreation. My curiosity was 
piqued by the sleek all-white Duo Discus sailplane 
carving up the sky, and the semi-manic shrills of Thomas 
Crown's passenger, Catherine Banning (played by the 
illustrious Rene Russo). "I could be that guy", I thought 
to myself, "I could be flossing the local ridges to the wild 
screams of a beautiful redhead in the front seat". 

In the years 
following, I was 
lucky enough to be 
surrounded by 
soaring buffs in my 
day-to-day life 
who have 
encouraged me to 
step into the light. 
Of them, Travis 
Brown had advised me to take a demo flight with 
Evergreen Soaring, and there it began. My first flight was 
with Dave Reusch who let me take the stick and try out 
the controls (he has subsequently seen me through many 
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more instruction flights and first solo). To my surprise, 
the aircraft did not respond to my inputs the way I 
expected it to. This was going to be more challenging 
than those flight simulator games, I thought. The demo 
flight reaffirmed my suspicions of why soaring seemed so 
attractive to me in the first place: great view combined 
with the allure of pure and silent. 

The big day for me 
came on October 18, 
2008. After a few "get 
the feel of it" flights, I 
was deemed ready to 
loose the bonds of 
Earth and dance the 
skies on silver wings, 
flying solo. Running 

high on adrenaline, the take-off was surprisingly very 
smooth, and before I knew it, I was at play altitude ready 
for release. I flew around combing for thermals, but 
seemed to be stuck in constant sink. I opted to return to 
the airport before long and got in pattern. For the first 
time, no-one in the back seat was asking whether I was 
too high to too low, I was left to make my own decisions. 
I landed soft as a feather on the 34 grass runway.  

 

Following the ceremonial kissing of Sweet Earth, there 
was the traditional après-solo ritual of cutting off the 
shirt-tails and congratulations from all around. Truly an 
unforgettable day, brought in part by a protagonist from a 
great film. 

Photos and story by Dmitry Rudas 

Soaring in the ASH-25 Mi - November 2008 
While planning a visit to the Big Island of Hawaii after a 
30 year hiatus, I was able to connect up with a great 
friend from my Air Force pilot training days at Williams 
AFB - Greg Trebon. Greg retired a few years ago from 
the Air Force and is now living in Kailua-Kona, on the 
Kona west coast of the Big Island. Besides flying for Big 
Island Air, Greg has established himself as a general 
aviation coordinator on the Big Island, and has built up a 
great network among Hawaiian aviators. 

Greg and I had flown general aviation aircraft in the past 
and Greg knew of my enthusiasm for soaring. He 
mentioned that a friend flying out of Waimea, on the 
north part of the island, had a 'high-performance two-
place sailplane' that he offered to fly me in. My 
anticipation grew when I found out Greg's friend was 
Woody Woods, a well-known soaring competition pilot, 
and the fact that his sailplane was an ASH-25 Mi, a super 
self-launching sailplane with a 26-meter (85 foot) 
wingspan, and a best glide ratio of 60:1! 

We arrived on the Big Island on Friday afternoon and I 
was surprised by the foggy/hazy conditions as we 
descended into the Kona airport. Greg called the 
condition 'Vog', which stands for “Volcanic Smog”, 
which is formed when sulfur dioxide and other gases 
emitted by an erupting volcano mix with oxygen and 
moisture in the presence of sunlight. The term is most 
often applied to the island of Hawaii where the Kilauea 
volcano has been erupting continuously since 1983 and 
Friday evening had a heavy Vog level. 

On Saturday morning we headed up the west coast of 
Hawaii.  The south winds changed dramatically to the 
prevailing northeast trade winds, providing stunning clear 
skies and great visibility in the beautiful late November 
Hawaiian sun. Arriving at the Waimea-Kohala airport, 
Greg, Mary and I met Woody Woods and gingerly began 
extricating the 85 foot wings of the ASH-25 from its 
purpose-built hangar. With the trade winds blowing 
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steadily at around 20 knots down runway 04, Woody had 
me jump right into the backseat and get settled in, while 
Greg, Woody, and local sailplane pilots Dave Bigelow 
and Clyde Arakawa helped maneuver the ASH-25 for 
launch. Woody, Dave and Clyde are members of Mauna 
Kea Soaring, a small group of soaring enthusiasts flying 
out of Waimea. Woody had towed Dave Bigelow from 
here in his DG-400 in April 2008 when Dave set the new 
Hawaiian state altitude record of 33,531 feet in the 
Mauna Kea wave, taking over that record from Woody. 

Woody got settled in the front cockpit, which contained 
the controls for the fuel-injected rotary engine and we 
donned our Bose ANR headsets and completed pre-flight 
checks. We were then pushed onto the runway where 
Woody started the engine and began the warm-up, which 
allowed us to reach required temperatures for takeoff in 
about 3 minutes. Revving the engine, we left Greg, our 
wing runner, behind and quickly reached takeoff speed in 
the 20 knot headwind. Woody picked up about 60 knots, 
then began a climbing right turn toward the southeast and 
Mauna Kea we then continued to climb at 5-600 FPM as 
we continued our turn west to the southern foothills of the 
Kohala mountains. Taking over the flight controls, I got a 
feel for the handling of the ASH-25 and was surprised 
how comfortable and stable it felt, especially in pitch. 
Roll forces were surprisingly light, due to nearly the full 
span flap/aileron combination. As expected, you need a 
good boot of rudder to initiate and roll out of turns, but 
not much more than other long winged two-seaters, such 
as the DG-1000. 

The strong trade winds were developing rotor clouds as 
they spilled over the Kohala mountains and Woody 
pointed me toward an area that looked good for some 
potential wave lift. From the Waimea airport elevation of 
2671', we continued to motor up to 5500' where Woody 
throttled back to cool the engine as we started engaging 
bits of lift. Once established in some steady but choppy 
lift at 6300', Woody shut down the engine, which 
centered its propeller and quickly retracted, turning us 
now into a true 60:1 sailplane. Woody pointed out local 
landmarks while we centered the lift in figure eights, still 
more rotor-like in its bumpiness than true laminar wave 
lift. Alternating with Woody, and using his location 
pointers, I was able to climb to 9500', but no further. 

Woody headed us to some potential lift in an area where 
we expected a secondary wave, but little lift was 
available. The visibility remained fantastic to the ocean 
shore to the west and also back southeast toward Mauna 
Kea. I headed back to the primary lift area to regain a bit 
of altitude.  Then Woody suggested we head back east to 
the Waimea airfield to some building cumulus toward 
Mauna Kea. I got a nice demonstration of the cruise 
capability of this 60:1 beauty as we lost very little altitude 

in the cruise back, smiling in the jet-like performance 
with cruise flaps set. 

I cranked into a fairly tight thermalling turn under some 
ragged cumulus, which were getting chopped apart in the 
strong trade winds. It was a good exercise in rudder 
coordination, which came surprising easy, but I noticed a 
tendency to pick up a bit too much speed. Woody, I guess 
I need to come back to figure out the trim system better! 

After an hour and half of soaring in this stunning 
sailplane, Woody took over nearing the Waimea airport 
as we entered downwind.  He flew a nice steep approach 
using the powerful spoilers into the strong headwinds, 
which provided lots of options, but made for a beautiful 
touchdown and very short rollout, right into Greg 
Trebon's waiting hand on our wingtip! Thanks, Woody 
for allowing me to soar in your fantastic bird! 

Greg, you definitely need to take Woody up on his ASH-
25 flight offer! And since Woody did mention that they 
need a current glider flight instructor on the Big Island, I 
need to re-evaluate my personal retirement options....! 

Photos and story by Stan Kasprzyk 

Club parachutes 
For all of you who do not know me, my name is Nick 
Constantine.  Aside from being a glider pilot within the 
club, I am also an avid skydiver and an FAA Senior 
Parachute Rigger. 

With a newly merged club we now collectively share a 
multitude of equipment, part of which includes our club 
parachutes.  I’d like to take a few minutes to give 
everyone a quick overview of the club parachute 
equipment and offer some quick advice on emergency 
bailout parachutes in general. 

At the present time, our club now has 8 emergency 
chutes along with another 2 for the DG-1000.  I 
anticipate that all 10 of these chutes will eventually make 
their way to live in the ESI clubhouse.  I also have plans 
to label each of the bags and harnesses with a permanent 
number to allow for quick identification. 

Each of these parachute assemblies are worth 
approximately $1,700 new, so please treat them with 
respect and care.  More importantly, these are the pieces 
of equipment that you may possibly call upon to save 
your life one day.  When not in use, the parachutes 
should be stored in the associated container bag and 
placed in the appropriate storage location.  They should 
not be kept inside of the glider or within the glider trailer, 
even for transportation.   

As the regulations are written currently, our club chutes 
need to be packed every 120 days to be legally brought 
onboard of an aircraft within the pilot’s reach (even if 
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you just plan to use it as a back cushion).  This is also the 
time that a certified rigger will inspect each parachute 
and harness to identify any deficiencies that would 
preclude either temporary or continued use. 

Proper wear and use of the parachute system are also 
critical aspects that will increase your chances of survival 
in an emergency situation.  The parachute harness should 
fit snugly on your body.  There are three main adjustment 
points that allow for some minor sizing; the leg straps, 
the chest strap, and as well the shoulder adjuster slides.  
Care should be taken with the parachute harness each 
time your get into and out of your glider cockpit.  
Preflight them as if they were another portion of your 
glider.  These are not seat cushions attached to your back! 

As important as my last statement, you should also 
mentally prepare to use the device each and every time 
you get into and out of the glider.  Repetition and muscle 
memory are critical devices for dealing with emergency 
situations.  They can and will save your life.  But it is up 
to you to train your mind to work quickly when the time 
comes.  As Alan Silver instructs each year at the 
parachute seminar hosted by Para-Phernalia, “CANOPY 
– BELTS – BUTT.”  Say and learn those in that order.  
They will help you get out of a disabled aircraft safely.  
And once you have gotten your butt out of the cockpit, 
LOOK FOR YOUR RIPCORD, GRAB IT 
SECURELY and PULL .  Those simple steps will get 
you under a fully functional parachute.  You can now 
steer it as best you can with the small yellow or red 
toggles above your head on each riser.  Turn into the 
wind (just like in your glider), keep your feet and knees 
together and prepare to land. 

More information on proper wear and use of the 
parachute can be found at the following web URLs.  I 
encourage each of you to read over some of this 
information.  It explains in more depth what I have 
attempted to squeeze into this newsletter. 

http://www.silverparachutes.com/wst_page11.html 
http://www.softieparachutes.com/html_files/maintenance.
html 
 
If you have any questions or would like some more 
instruction on the use of the emergency parachutes that 
we have within the club please do not hesitate to ask. 

Nick Constantine 

 

DG-1000 group 
Interest in flying the SGC Soaring Foundation’s DG-
1000 has been declining within ESI.  A few of the 
original group members have purchased their own 
fiberglass gliders and our club will soon be leasing a 
Grob 103. 

The SGC Soaring Foundation will be organizing the next 
group and operating the glider directly starting April 1, 
2008.  Contact Heinz Gehlhaar for more information. 

Heinz Gehlhaar 

New Towplane Engine 
Our new engine for 17Z is scheduled to ship from 
Lycoming on January 16.  Paul Nyenhuis expects to 
receive it within 5 to 7 days. 

I am assured that a new aircraft engine is a beautiful 
thing to see.  It would be fun to be there when Paul 
opens the crate.  I will put out the word as soon as it 
arrives. 

Mark Nyberg 

 

Photo of club aircraft at Arlington by Neal Chism 

Upcoming events 
Safety seminar – Wanderfest 
Your SGC Soaring Foundation is happy to announce that 
Bob Wander will present a Soaring Safety Seminar on 
Saturday January 31, 2009.  It will be held upstairs in 
Neal Karman's hangar on the west side of Arlington 
Airport.  The seminar will start at 9:30 AM and end at 
3:00 PM with an hour break for lunch.  

Bob mentioned that many of you have already heard his 
standard presentations, so he is interested in your ideas on 
specific topics. You should be hearing from Bob on that 
soon. 
 
Space is limited.  Please RSVP to Mark Nyberg. 
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Willy Burhen Cup 2008 
The WBC 2008 ended on Oct. 13, the closure of 
the 2007 OLC (Online Contest) for the northern 
hemisphere.  Earlier this year we went from the 
original WBC rules (handicapped distance around 
up to 3 turnpoints with bonus points for return to 
base and declared legs) to the OLC-Classic rules 
(handicapped distance around up to 5 turnpoints 
with 20 and 40 percent devaluation for the 5th and 
6th legs).  This allows using the widely popular 
OLC to be used directly by any pilot with a GPS 
based logger that produces IGC files and makes 
listings and comparisons so much easier. 

More people participated this year compared to 
previous years.  The OLC lists 83 flights out of 
AWO, 3 flights out of Darrington and one each 
for Barker and Whidbey (Langley).  The 
following is a listing of the 12 pilots, whose best 
flights exceeded 100 handicapped kilometers. 

Brad Hill and Ron Clark at the Ron’s landout site. 

  OLC    
Distance 

   Date Pilot(s)  Sailplane  Km Miles  Points  Index  Airport  

11-Aug Ron Clark LS-1c 289.6 180.0 285.4 98 AWO 
9-May Fred Hermanspann Chinook 276.8 172.0 280.4 98 AWO 
30-Jul Chuck Anderson Apis-15 233.1 144.8 247.0 98 AWO 
30-Aug Brad Hill Apis-13 220.7 137.1 226.8 92 AWO 
30-Aug Dan Housler Cirrus 17.7 215.8 134.1 205.1 100 AWO 
15-Jun Noel Wade AC-4A 163.3 101.5 183.4 84 AWO 
11-Aug Mike Reid Std Lib. 155.0 96.3 155.7 98 AWO 
25-Apr Mark Nyberg SGC 1-36 123.3 76.6 155.7 76 AWO 
15-Jun Brian Hood DG-300 138.4 86.0 122.3 106 AWO 
11-Aug Ed Walker G103 IIISL 110.6 68.7 114.3 96 AWO 
30-Jul Howard Glover Std Lib. 109.8 68.2 102.8 98 AWO 
30-Aug Travis Brown L-13 85.3 53.0 102.3 76 AWO 

points = corrected distance (km) * 100/index 
� �

Ron Clark won this year’s competition with a flight of 180 miles (or 276.9 km) on Aug.11.  It took him 5.5 hours and it 
was quite a struggle, especially close to the end, when he was caught low near Cultus Mountain.  He finally prevailed and 
made it home.  The OLC analysis lists 100 thermals used for the flight. 

So, congratulations to Ron; all that polishing of the LS-1 wings finally paid off.  Ron “visited” also quite a few other 
airfields and additionally made 3 off-field landings, qualifying thus also as the off-field landing champion of the ESI. 

The picture shows Ron with his LS-1 after his first off-field landing at Oso together with Brad Hill, the current leader of 
the 2009 WBC.  Let’s give them a run for the money this coming season! 

Fred Hermanspann 



	�

Classified ads 

For Sale: DG505 Elan Orian 
High performance two-place Sailplane.  No major damage 
history, 3554 hours total time at last annual in June 2008, 
manufactured in 1998.  Options include: water ballast (353 lbs), 
Retractable gear, Becker radio, LX500 Nav Computer/Data 
Logger System and Cobra Trailer.  20 m span, 44:1 L/D at 59 
kts, 149 fpm minimum sink.  For more information click on 
Aircraft for sale at www.PacificAeroSport.com.  Please 
contact Chris@PacificAeroSport.com  or Phone: 360-474-
9394. 

Price: $89,900.00 OBO 

 

For Sale:  Russia AC-4a 

S/N #7, 400 hours TT.  Light and very nimble - a joy to 
fly!  Great for first-time owners, weak conditions, and 
basic XC flying. 31:1 with automatic hookups.  Comes 
with factory wing fairings, enclosed trailer, dolly, full 
set of covers, spare tailwheels.  Roomy cockpit 
with ASI, Alt, Winter Vario, and Borgelt B-40 
vario.  Aircraft is ready to fly, fresh annual with 
sale.  Minor damage history (while in trailer), repaired 
by a well-known shop.  Russian paint deteriorating, but 
OK for a few more seasons.  Wanted to refinish before 
selling, but impending mortgage payments force sale 
now.  More pics: 
http://share.ovi.com/channel/NWade.aRussia 
 
Price: $11,000.00 OBO 
 
noel.wade@gmail.com  

 

Air Sailing Gliderport Announces the 23rd Annual Cross Country Camp.  Camp Dates: June 14-19, 2009.   5 Days of 
classroom and cross country flying in Northern Nevada.  On site facilities include: clubhouse, showers, fridge, 
microwave, camping, oxygen, internet, laundry and more.  Air Sailing Gliderport is located 28 miles north of Reno, 
Nevada.  www.airsailing.org.  Contact David Prather, Camp Manager, 530-672-6993, dwprather68@yahoo.com. 

Air Sailing Gliderport Announces the 15th Annual Thermal Camp.  Camp Dates: June 8-12, 2009.   5 Days of 
classroom and cross country flying in Northern Nevada’s best soaring area.  On site facilities include: clubhouse, showers, 
fridge, microwave, camping, oxygen, internet, laundry and more.  Air Sailing Gliderport is located 28 miles north of 
Reno, Nevada.  www.airsailing.org.  Contact Rob Stone, Camp Manager, 775-240-9461, drstone118@charter.net  

 

 

 

 


