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Fall from Presumption 
BY URSULA WIEHL 

Obtained with permission from   AOPA Pilot Magazine  

 
After flying gliders for 13 years without any accidents 

or incidents — not even a scratch — I had the confidence 
of a seasoned veteran of the skies. I certainly knew my 
way around gliders, as well as around and over the moun-
tains. 
Until an average midsummer day in Switzerland, partly 

sunny with a few thermals and not too much wind. The 
glider pilots of the club I belonged to stood in line as 
usual on that Saturday. First come, first served. I chose 
the well-known Schleicher Ka-8, an old and cozy glider 
like the Schweizer 2-33. Let me have yours, a friend 
begged me, as he couldn't fly the new Ka-18, for which I 
had just passed the introduction flights. Well, OK, and I 
switched, well aware that I didn't have much experience 
with that sort of glider and its strange propensity to turn 
sideways when flown too slow. Yes, I was informed that 
this plane's dive brakes wouldn't lock in automatically and 
that the radio was out of order. Well, who cares? I 
thought. We were taught years ago to fly without all of 
this. Who would drive all the way to the airport, wait in 
line for a glider, and give up flying only because of mal-
functioning dive brakes and a radio I hardly used any-

way? In fact, much glider training is accomplished in air-
craft without electrical systems. 
I took off behind the towplane. We crossed the Aare 

River, turned left toward the steep Jura Mountains, and 
gained altitude. The airspeed indicator showed 100 kilo-
meters per hour — fine so far. The towplane pilot was 
told that, since my glider lacked a working radio, wig-
gling my wings would mean that I wanted to get off the 
rope. Click, and I was off on my own. The airspeed indi-
cator showed a stubborn 100 km/h. Fine with me. I was 
looking for a thermal; I turned in and was surprised by the 
unchanged speed. Funny, I had the feeling I was flying 
much slower. Why worry — maybe the speedometer was 
gone too, but who needs it anyway? Senses are the glider 
pilot's backbone, and this makes him so special in com-
parison with all the engine-dependent pilots. Right? 
I was gliding along a ridge back and forth, always in the 

visible vicinity of the airport, like a homing pigeon. Right 
above the treeline of the flattened peak of the highest 
mountains around, I found just enough updraft to stay put, 
thanks to my flying as slow as possible and as low as I 
dared, just over the treeline, where there are quite often 
feeble thermals to be found. Back and forth I flew, in a 
long-drawn figure eight, smiling down at two hikers who 
waved at me whenever I flew over them. I was just happy 
to soar, never intending to fly anywhere in particular. Just 
soaring, enjoying the feeling of freedom, was all that ever 
counted for me as a glider pilot. 
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After about 45 minutes, a shattering sound, like the one 
of a gunshot, shook me up, short and shrill, right behind 
me. I tried to turn my head to look back. Something must 
have hit me. Yet the glider flew on, showing a steady 100 
km/h on its airspeed indicator. I decided to leave the 
ridge, and get more distance above the ground. I knew I 
needed at least 1,000 feet to be able to jump with my 
parachute. 
"Turn away from the ridge now!" a shrill voice 

screamed in my head. The glider turned to the right — 
away from the mountains — but at the same time it began 
to dip strangely and sideways to the right. Was I going too 
slowly? I tried to push the nose down to gain speed. Noth-
ing happened. The glider raced toward the treeline. Nose 
up! was all I could think of. Again, nothing happened. 
The glider was out of control. 
I will never forget the first pine tree I hit — huge, beau-

tiful, and with an enormous number of cones on its up-
permost branches. The top of the tree flew away and with 
it two-thirds of my glider's right wing. I stared at the re-
maining stump in amazement. For a split second the sur-
roundings changed to an unbelievable environment of the 
brightest colors I had ever seen, a flash of brilliance. The 
dark trees were of the brightest green and the actually 
grayish sky shimmered in a turquoise blue out of this 
world. "That's it; the end," was all I could think of. The 
glider turned sharply on its right side and crashed into the 
next huge pine tree, where it sort of stuck and then slipped 
down on its right wing's stump, cutting away all the heavy 
branches. An almost unbearable noise of shattering mate-
rial and branches rang in my ears. I closed my eyes and 
cramped myself into a fetal position. My life was over 
and I knew it. There was no fear, no panic, no recall of the 
past, not even hope or sadness — just plain bewilderment. 
The glider crashed to the ground in a final shriek of crush-
ing metal. Then silence. 
I was sitting upright, quite a distance away from the 

wreckage. How I made it there I don't know. The first 
things that came to me were the singing of the birds and 
an almost unbearable headache. The birds could well be 
residents of heaven but what about the headache? "Life 
after death isn't that different, after all," was the first 
thought I could remember. Then the desperate screams of 
two men — the two hikers who had waved to me some-
time ago — digging through the wreckage in search of 
victims brought me back to reality. Aware of the wreck-
age, I jumped up and ran uphill despite the completely 
mutilated muscles in both of my legs and the blood run-
ning down into my eyes, blinding me. The two hikers 
couldn't figure out where this screaming woman came 
from as she stumbled over rocks toward them. Who are 
you? Where is the pilot? I understood their questions sur-
prisingly well, but I could not answer. I didn't even re-
member my name and had no idea where I came from or 
where I wanted to go. I just felt sheer and unexplainable 

panic, but absolutely no pain at all — even the headache 
had inexplicably disappeared. 
I only wanted to flee from the horrible scene. When the 

two well-trained hikers finally calmed me down, I col-
lapsed, on top of the mountain. Nature indeed has a won-
der drug in its store: adrenaline! 
Down at the airport my husband, Herb, a glider pilot as 

well, was waiting to be towed up when he heard the agi-
tated voice of another pilot high up over the mountain 
ridge. He had just spotted the wreckage that looked like 
the leftovers of a glider. All the glider pilots in the air 
were ordered to answer and to land immediately. Herb 
knew that my radio was not working. When all the other 
gliders came down, one after the other — all but one — 
he realized in a shocking instant that it was me up there 
on the steep rocky mountain ridge where there was no 
way for an ambulance to get to me. 
Thanks to his experience as an officer in the Swiss Civil 

Defense Force, he knew what to do. He sent for a rescue 
helicopter, which found me right away and brought me 
down to the local hospital. 
It took me a long time to get back to normal. My sight 

was impaired; I had to learn how to write again, to walk 
straight, and to speak in understandable sentences. Now 
after several years I'm almost whole. What did not come 
back was my former self-confidence. I have never flown a 
glider on my own again. 
What can one learn from this accident? Never overes-

timate the value of your senses! You need a working air-
speed indicator, even if you are an experienced pilot. Dive 
brakes that don't lock in properly are a no-go item for a 
glider. Do not neglect "little" things like certain malfunc-
tions you think are not that important. Taken together, 
they are! Accidents often happen as a result of more than 
only one unlucky coincidence. And flying as slowly as 
possible just to stay up longer doesn't keep you up in any 
case, especially when you are too low to survive the 
slightest miscalculation. The sink rate depends on forward 
speed. At low speeds, there are two forward speeds for the 
same sink rate: Choose the higher forward speed, for 
safety's sake! Look it up in your pilot's operating hand-
book before it is too late! 
Soaring is one of the most exhilarating ways of flying 

and enjoying the beauty of our Earth. Put safety before 
your senses, and you will stay up as long as possible, 
come down by your own will, and live to do it again. 

 

 
 

Ursula Wiehl is a glider pilot and a flight attendant 

living in Switzerland. 

©1995-2005 Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 
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Contests at EPH 
The Region 8 Soaring Championships were held in Eph-
rata from June 27 - July 2, 2005, and the U.S. National 
Open Class Soaring Championships at the same place 
from June 28 - July 7, 2005. Raylene and Jay Todd ran a 
great operation as the Contest Managers. Charlie “Lite” 
Minner was the Contest Director and ran a tight and effec-
tive contest every day. It surely is something to see when 
the large fleet of gliders on the grid, is launched in less 
than 45 minutes.  

Region 8 Soaring Championships 

In this years Sports Class Soaring Championship Alex 
Kain from the Willamette Soaring Club in a DG 101G 
liked our Ephrata weather and took first place. Two of our 
own competed in a field 14: Tom Udd in his newly ac-
quired Discus B placed 12th in the Contest.  And Jim 
Dobberfuhl competed in the Club’s Astir. After 2 difficult 
days with land-outs and 7th and 8th place, Jim made a great 
comeback by earning second place on the third day, with 
a speed of 53.2 mph in 185.7 miles. Completing the con-
test with a 5th and a 3rd place on the following days, he 
finished with a great 7th place in the middle of the field. 
He will have to tell you the details.                   Look at 
http://mysite.verizon.net/res1ezyt/aerial/reg8draf.htm  for 
a nice write-up of Vitek Siroky and his experience. Vitek 
placed third. 

National Open Class Soaring Championships 

The Open Class National Championship had 10 entries 
and had 8 Contest Days plus one rest day plus one rain 
day. The contest was won by Nelson Funston with 7281 
total points.  Nelson is now the new holder of the Richard 
C. duPont Memorial Trophy. (see below) 
2nd place with 7043 total points went to Gary Kemp in 
his Nimbus 3. And 3rd place with 6991 total points went 
to Garret Willat. Garret was awarded the Larissa Strau-
koff Memorial Trophy for the fastest speed on any task. 
He flew Day 4 at a speed of 85.3 mph. 
Considering Garret was flying a borrowed Nimbus 3 and 
his first contest day was only his second flight in a Nim-
bus, his performance was truly remarkable. Had it not 
been for a land-out on the second day he might have won 
the whole enchilada. This junior is one to keep a close eye 
on it future contests. 
Two of our local pilots, both with shorter wings, joined 
the long wing crowd. Mike Newgard in his Ventus 2C 
placed 8th  and Steve Northcraft in his LS-8 placed 9th. 
Even though Mike and Steve finished near the end of the 
class, their  point totals were nonetheless very impressive 
in that they were keeping up with the big wings.  

Richard C. duPont Memorial Trophy 

National Open Class Soaring Champion Nelson Funston 
now circles with a famous crowd. The Richard C. duPont 
Memorial Trophy is awarded to the winner of the annual 
U.S. National Open Class Soaring Championship.  

The SSA trophy, symbolic of thermal soaring flight, is a 
bronze casting mounted on a mahogany base and is some 
24+ inches tall.  It was presented to the SSA in 1947 by 
Mrs. Allaire du Pont in memory of her husband, Richard 
C. du Pont, the U.S. National Soaring Champion in 1934, 
1935 and l937 who died in the crash of an experimental 
military glider September 12, 1943.    
The trophy is perpetual and is passed from champion to 
champion.  The winner's names with dates are engraved 
on metal plates attached to the pedestal.  In addition, each 
winner receives a bronze medallion bearing a bas-relief 
representation of the trophy for his permanent possession.   
This trophy succeeded the Edward S.  Evans Trophy, the 
original national championship trophy. For a History and 
the list of winners of the Trophy see 
http://soaring.aerobatics.ws/Awards/dupont.html  

BESC Encampment 
The BESC Encampment at Ephrata from June 4 thru June 
12 went pretty well - all things considered. Thanks to eve-
ryone who attended.  
The weather was reasonable to good (especially after the 
first wet weekend). A lot of flying got done along with 
quite a few sign-offs. And that only thanks to Pierre, and 
Len Edvinson  and all the other towpilots who got “volun-
teered” into towing during the rest of the week. Your edi-
tor was only there Saturday thru Wednesday so I don't 
know how the towing/instructor issue was worked out.  
Up to midweek, Pierre towed every day and did not get to 
fly his glider until Len relieved him late Wednesday. 

For the first part of 
the week great thanks 
also go out to Steve 
Baker and Stan 
Kasprzyk. Because of 
them, some good 
work got done get-
ting pilots signed off 
for several club re-
quirements toward 
flying other sail-
planes and towards 
going cross country. 
Dan Teifke has 
evaluated all the 
BESC-ship flight ac-
tivity during our en-
campment, and he 
offers these interest-
ing results: 
Great going Dan, 
Bruce and Eric! 
Remember, these are 
only the flights made 

Ra

nk 
Pilot 

Flight 

count 

Total 

Time,hr 

1 Marshall 13 23.48 

2 Byrkett 13 13.15 

3 Johnson 3 11.18 

4 Dobberfuhl 2 7.20 

5 Gehlhaar 5 5.20 

6 Moore 2 4.00 

7 Owen 3 3.98 

8 Puglisi 10 3.92 

9 Teifke 3 3.75 

10 Kasprzyk 1 2.82 

11 Brown 1 1.83 

12 Griffin 2 1.62 

13 Gibbins 3 1.50 

14 Green 2 1.50 

15 Bertucchi 1 1.00 

16 Baker 2 0.75 

17 Paulin 1 0.25 

 Total 67  87.13
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with Club Ships. Many more hours were logged by the 
private owners. 
From that table, it looks like all participants had a great 
time, in spite of some of the rough spots. Because we are 
an all volunteer organization, and “things” tend to get for-
gotten over time it might be a good idea to capture the 
"Lessons Learned" for the future so that our Encamp-
ments are even better and have fewer rough spots..  
Send comments and suggestions to Heinz at 
soarboy@comcast.net and I will compile them and get 
them put on our Website.   
If you must, send bitches to  www.bitchdept.com  Ha haa, 
your editor. 

Adventures at Encampment  

Heinz Gehlhaar 

On Monday of Encampment I tried to go on a cross-
country flight in our old Schweizer 1-26 to Waterville and 
back.  
On the way there, in about the 2nd thermal after I had “cut 
the apron strings” to EPH,  I found our Blanik about a 
1000 ft below me, trying the same thermal. My computer 
told me that I was about a 1000 feet too low to make it 
back to EPH, but I figured they had a higher performance 
ship and they could make it back. On top of my thermal, I 
left them and pressed on the next one. A short while later 
I hear the radio saying “We are landing in the dirt! Look 
north and west of you!. I looked around and sure enough, 
there was a glider in the field just one section north of 
Eric’s Farm. I tried to continue to core my thermal,  and 
simultaneously develop directions on how to get to them; 
and to relay that to the Clubhouse. And that was a new 
experience: It seems like I can’t core thermals and chew 
gum at the same time.  I am not sure that my directions 
were ever understood. Who are the THEM? you might 
ask. It seems Dave Marshall and a well-known CFIG 
whose name I won’t mention, were out for a fun flight. 

 
THEM 

Anyway, I was so exited about trying to help to THEM 
that I did not react to the over-development towards my 
target. About eight miles from Waterville I ran out of any 
kind of sunshine on the ground, and the good-looking 
clouds had minimal lift.. So at about 3500 ft I selected a 
nice large plowed field next to a farmhouse for my land-

ing. I located the powerline too, and then focused on stay-
ing up! I continued to work any piece of lift I could find. 
Two-hundred ft/min up,  250 ft/min down. Move over 
some, find the middle of it.  200 ft/min up,  240 ft/min 
down. As I got lower and lower, I began to see a tinge of 
green on my chosen field: Rats! He must have just planted 
something! I don’t want to go there.  
So I moved north by about one section and made that my 
primary spot. Right next to the road, in line with the light 
breeze. As luck would have it, I found a new thermal right 
there also: 260 ft/min up and 270 ft/min down. About a 
half-hour later, my goose was cooked. The low wing tip 
started to make furrows in my field and I really had to 
land. Roll out from thermalling onto final, pick the top of  
the light undulation in the land, and kiss the earth. Puff, 
… a cloud of dust, and we are stopped. I find myself  next 
to a road, complete with road signs.  

 
Intersection of 5 SW and E SW 

No sooner had I gotten out of the 1-26 and still fully ex-
cited from my landing, , when a pickup-truck appeared, 
and a nice gentleman said: “Can I take you to Waterville, 
or can I call someone for you? Cell phones don’t work 
here; you need to go about eight miles that-a-way.  And I 
have the nearest farm-house. It is about 3 miles behind 
me.  And I do have to hurry, because I have a meeting in 
Waterville in half an hour.” 
Well it turned out I had landed in his field and he detected 
my accent (like I said, I had not yet calmed down from 
my landing). He told me his Grandparents came from 
Germany, and his name was Wilhelm. He took the club-
house number and went on. When he got to Waterville, he 
called the Clubhouse, who eventually raised a rescue 
party for me.  
I got back to the glider and tried to call for help on 123.30 
and 122.8 for a while. No answer. The cell phone did not 
work either. I walked up on top of the hill to see if that 
would help. No such luck. But I did get a good  picture of 
my landing spot. 
I walked back to the 1-26 and got on the radio again. This 
time Tony Wiederkehr and his friend Adrian answered in 
Tony’s Motorglider. They had just come from the 
Westside, and were nearly overhead. First, they could 
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raise no one at the Clubhouse (every BESC person had 
gone to rescue Steve and Dave in the L-23) so after some 
negotiation with Pierre they volunteered to land and come 
and get me.    Thanks Tony and Adrian! 

 
 

Meanwhile, I was becoming bored. I had already removed 
the turtledeck, the canopy, and all the bolts from the 1-26 
except the main wing bolts. I was ready to go home! I 
kept walking up and down the road to help pass the time. 
One more pickup came by, otherwise I was very alone. 
And it was very quiet! Very quiet. A couple hours later 
the overdevelopment reduced to a thundershower which 
slowly encroached on my position. I quickly re-assembled 
the turtledeck and canopy, and hopped into the 1-26. No 
sooner had I gotten in, than a hailstorm unleashed, fol-
lowed by rain which over the next 45 minutes reduced to 
a light drizzle. I sat in the cockpit snug and dry in light 
drizzle when Tony and Adrian appeared in my car with 
the 1-26 trailer. In short order we had the 1-26 disassem-
bled and put on the trailer and were on our way to Ephrata 
for a great dinner.  

BESC Newsbytes 

Ephrata Happenings 

 
Photo by Stan Kasprzyk 

Dave Marshall tried for his 5 hour flight in the 1-34, and 
ended up flying 6 hours and 30 minutes! (witnessed and 
signed off for his Silver/Gold duration by Stan Kasprzyk).  

Complaint Department 

Hello every BESCer. When something good or great hap-
pens, please hit me over the head with a two-by-four so I 
pay attention. The following should have been noted last 
year when it happened: 

Accomplisments 

Linda Chism achieved her FAI Gold Badge, Number 
2412. The Gold Badge involves 2 required elements. Gold 
Altitude is a 3,000-meter (9,843-foot) altitude gain above 
an in-flight low point; Gold Distance is a 300-km 
(186.42-mile) cross country flight. 
Way to Go Linda! 

Welcome New Members! 

BESC would like to welcome our new Members: First, 
Greg Green joined us in April, followed by Aude-
Marianne Bertucchi and husband Nicholas Constantine. 
They joined in early June, and immediately helped us at 
our encampment in Ephrata. Aude-Marianne flew gliders 
in Brazil and has some 30 hours to her name. Nicolas will 
be a brand-new student. They live in Arlington.. Finally in 
early July 15-year old Daphne Rein-Weston whose father 
works at Boeing comes to us with no previous flying ex-
perience. 
Welcome aboard! If you see stranger at the field, find out 
who the are. May be it ot one of them. Show them around 
and answer any questions. And, … new members, don’t 
be bashful. Charge right up, introduce yourself and ask 
any questions. 
 

L-33 Assembly Instructions. 

Dan Teifke excelled again. He with the help of Tony Pug-
lisi; and David Marshall build a Photo Story of the L-33 
Erection Procedure. They did a great job!  The following 
W/E he and a bunch of others did the same for the Astir. 
See the results on the web at 
http://www.boeingsoaring.com  under the "Fleet" link on 
the main menu, or go to the "Hot Items" link. Dan also 
has a MS Word version of these assembly documents 
with full resolution pictures. If you'd like a copy of the 
MS Word docs, send him an email, and he'll snail-mail 
you a CD with the docs. The Astir Doc is 18MB, and the 
L-33 Doc is 13MB. Dan says:.”I hope these will be living 
documents.  Any changes, updates, or corrections are 
welcome. I've also created a hardcopy version of each 
that'll go in the respective trailers.”  
 

Astir Improvements 

Jim Dobberfuhl has been working hard on the Astir and 
on the trailer. He has cleaned up many of the blemishes 
on the wings, added control linkage seals in the wing 
roots, and replaced the mylar seals on all the control sur-
faces. 
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Michael Moore and Keith Purves worked hard on the new 
back door for the trailer and on the horizontal stabilizer 
cradle. 
Jim also provided Assembly Instructions on the trailer 
door which are now readable without glasses. Great Job 
Jim Michael and Keith! 
 

DG 100G For Sale  

Long time BESC member and Instructor Wayne Wood-
mansee is selling his DG-100G (GH).  
Here's a little note from Wayne:  

940 hours, Jaxida covers and a new MH oxygen system are 
included.  
GH would be an excellent glider for folks who would like to own 
their own machine. A couple of items potential owners should 
know: I was using a handheld ICOM for the glider radio, but that 
was a very cumbersome solution, and a new owner should plan 
on obtaining a radio more appropriate to the glider. The trailer 
which has spent many years in Ephrata (most of the time in our 
shop on Frey Road) has developed a leak around the raised 
portion that accommodates the vertical fin. The leak(s) could 
undoubtedly be located and plugged with sufficient sealant with-
out too much trouble.  
Wayne's Phone number is : 503-738-5588 and email 
wjwood@gmail.com  
Or contact Pierre Parent (we all know where to find him). 
 

1-26 Upgrades 

Some time ago someone told me that flying any sailplane 
without a Total Energy (TE) System is absolutely crazy. 
This has stuck I my craw for quite while. Then, the June 
2005 SSA issue of Soaring featured an article by Richard 
Johnson on building a TE probe. And folks are right: Fly-
ing without a TE probe is crazy! It takes no skill and little 
time to make and install one!!! 
Using the Johnson article, it took me one trip to the hard-
ware store, and 20 minutes in my ill-equipped shop to 
manufacture a TE probe.  
During the first weekend in July I had a chance to go to 
Ephrata. On Friday evening it took me about one more 
hour of fiddling with the 1-26 to install the probe. Most of 
the time was spent agonizing over exactly where to put 
the durn thing to keep it in clean air. I finally opted for 
right behind the turtle deck, in front of the antenna. It 
would be out of the way, and I was hoping that the can-
opy would not cause too much turbulence there. Actual 
installation time was like about 20 minutes. 
Saturday morning I fiddled some more to determine the 
best way to connect the TE probe to the Cambridge elec-
tronic variometer. With the help of Dave Marshall, we 
decided to remove the complete instrument panel to gain 
access to the Cambridge vario. Once that was done, the 
connection went relatively simple: Find the Static-line, 
remove it; replace it with the TE probe line; and whittle a 
tight little wooden plug to temporarily seal the open 
Static-line. …Done. Re-install the panel and go testing. 

After the launch of the Region 8 and the National Contest 
folks, I took a lengthy test flight to check the new probe. 
It worked fine in straight and level flight; no more stick 
thermals over quite a speed range. But it‘s response was 
weird while thermalling. I blamed it on turbulence off the 
canopy. So I flew mostly with the mechanical, uncompen-
sated vario until the some of the contest guys came back 
for their spectacular finish. Upon landing, I extended the 
TE Probe to about 6 inches for the next flight on Sunday. 
That solution seems to work well. We now have a work-
ing Total Energy Variometer in the 1-26. 
If you get an opportunity to fly the 1-26, please give the 
Cambridge Vario an extended checkout and send me a 
flight report. 
On Saturday afternoon I also installed a Stick-Mike-
Switch. But that is not yet connected to the radio. That 
task is due on my next trip to wherever the 1-26 is at. I 
will also replace the duck-tape securing the mike-wiring 
with something more permanent. 

Dates of interest 

Evergreen Encampment at EPH July 8-15 
Evergreen Montana Expedition July 16 – 26 
BESC has EPH Club House Clean-up:   September 17/18. 
 

SSA Membership Campaign 
The SSA has started a great new membership campaign 
called “Fly A Sailplane Today!” or FAST. This program 
offers newcomers an easily accessible entry into the sport 
of soaring via an introductory soaring package consisting 
of ground instruction, flight instruction, training materials 
and temporary membership in the SSA. This program 
package can be obtained in various easy ways, from 
clubs, via the internet from SSA, and from you. 
The program is a package consisting of: 

• A voucher redeemable at any participating SSA 
Chapter or commercial soaring operation for: a 
minimum of one glider flight lesson with flight time 
lasting approximately 30 minutes and a minimum of 
30 minutes of ground instruction. 

• A copy of the Soaring Flight Manual. 

• A glider pilot logbook. 

• A 3 month introductory membership in the Soaring 
Society of America including one copy of Soaring.  

The package cost to the student is $99; all of this is passed 
through to the soaring operation redeeming the voucher, 
to cover the cost of the glider flight lesson. The additional 
materials included in the FAST package are supplied at 
no cost by the SSA. 
The FAST package can be purchased through the SSA 
online store at www.ssa.org, by calling the SSA office, or 
at an SSA sponsored booth (at airshows, conventions and 
other events). If purchased online, the package and a list 
of participating soaring operations will be mailed within 5 
business days of purchase. If purchased by calling the 
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Hobbs office during normal business hours the voucher 
can be faxed immediately. When the Club/FBO provides 
the lesson he will collect the voucher from the student and 
mail it to the SSA office. Within 60 days of receipt, the 
SSA will mail the Club/FBO $99 for each voucher re-
ceived. 
The BESC board is considering efficient ways of partici-
pating in the SSA FAST Program without overloading our 
instructors. 

Soar around the World 
From the Czech news service via rec.aviation.soaring  

BRNO (PDM staff with CTK) 12 July - A team of experts from 
the Brno-based Sport Aviation Association is preparing 
for the first ever flight around the world in a glider, asso-
ciation head Vladislav Zejda told CTK yesterday. 
The model of the glider could be ready next year, after 
which the flight could take place, he said. Zejda's daugh-
ter Hana Zejdova, the holder of the most world aviation 
records in the Czech Republic, is to be one of the glider 
pilots. 
The project is financially very demanding and will cost 
the equivalent of more than CZK five billion, Zejda said. 
However, if the mission is a success, it will become a 
milestone in the history of aviation, he added. 

"There have been around-the-world flights on a plane 
with both a plunger- and jet-type engine, but the only un-
powered flight was in a balloon. It has never been done on 
a glider," he said. 
The plane under construction is to be the top achievement 
of modern aviation technology, with regards to its con-
struction and aerodynamics and aviation electronics and 
navigation systems. 
"We are cooperating with domestic and foreign experts on 
the project, for instance, with NASA and renowned air-
craft producers," Zejda said. 
The route of the flight has not yet been determined, but a 
route across the Himalayas seems to be the most advanta-
geous, he said. The time of the flight is estimated at five 
or six days. 
The project is being implemented under the auspices of 
South Moravian regional governor Stanislav Juranek, and 
the region has contributed CZK 200,000 to its financing. 
Zejdova is the first Czech pilot to receive the Lilienthal 
medal, which has been awarded annually since 1939 for 
extraordinary sport achievements. Zajdova, 43, is also the 
winner of other prizes and the holder of more than 50 
gliding world records. 
The approximate value of 100 CZK is $4.00 US. 
 

Training 

CFIG Scholarship Program 

BESC is continuing the offer of a CFIG Scholarship Pro-
gram. To qualify for application to the Scholarship Pro-
gram, you must 
1. have been a member of BESC for 1 year or more,  

and 
2. have a Glider commercial rating. 
Once approved for the program, you will qualify for re-
imbursement after you have passed: 

1. the Fundamentals of Instruction knowledge test; 

2. the CFIG knowledge test; and 
3. the CFIG practical test. 

You will then be reimbursed, up to a combined total limit 
of $500, for your CFIG Knowledge and Practical Test 
fees, and BESC glider and tow fees incurred during the 
pursuit of the CFIG rating. In return, you are obligating 
yourself to be the flight instructor on the field for a mini-
mum of 12 days over the next two years. Eligible mem-
bers may apply to our Vice President Michael Moore. The 
BESC Executive Board will award the scholarship.  

 

 

 

Wanted 

The editor is looking for “round tuits”.  

No “round tuits” means no YAWSTRING. 

 

 
 

Progress in airline flying:  now a flight attendant can get a pilot pregnant. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Airspeed, altitude and brains.  Two are always needed to successfully complete the flight. 
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Our Fleet Status  
Check BESC Fleet Status on the BESC Web at http://www.boeingsoaring.com/, on the Members Area 
 

Fleet Status  
 

Aircraft 
Current 

Location 
Maintenance Manager Next Annual Due Status 

Pawnee N6917Z Ephrata Pierre J. Parent 2/28/06 Available for towing servive 

Super Cub N7474D Ephrata Michael E. Moore 1/31/06 Available for towing servive 

Schweizer 1-26 N7742S Ephrata Heinz Gehlhaar 1/31/06 On the ramp ready for use 

Schweizer 1-34 N7644 Ephrata Harlan G. Albee 1/31/06 On the ramp ready for use 

Blanik L23 N264BA Arlington Bruce Byrkett 1/31/06 On the ramp ready for use 

Blanik L23 N265BA Ephrata David Marshall 1/31/06 On the ramp ready for use 

Blanik L33 N355BA Ephrata Dan Teifke 1/31/06 On the ramp ready for use 

Grob Astir N141SS Ephrata Keith C. Purves 1/31/06 In the trailer, ready for use 

Parachutes AWO Michael Clarke Repacked on 7/8/05  2 @ AWO. 1 needs washing 

Golf Cart Arlington David L. Owen  Available for use 

 
 Last updated July 9 2005.  
 

 

 

 

WHY!? 

 
Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries are getting weak? 
Answer: Same reason we are pulling of the stick when we are really low. 
 
Why do banks charge a fee on "insufficient funds" when they know there's not enough? 
Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion stars, but check when you say the paint is wet? 
Why doesn't glue stick to the bottle? 
Why does Superman stop bullets with his chest, but ducks when you throw a revolver at him? 
Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets? 
Whose idea was it to put an "S" in the word "lisp"? 
If people evolved from apes, why are there still apes?  Answer: Some of us just have not yet evolved. 
Is there ever a day that mattresses are not on sale? 
Why do people constantly return to the refrigerator with hopes that something new to eat will have materialized? 
Why do people keep running over a string a dozen times with their vacuum cleaner, then reach down, pick it up, examine 
it, then put it down to give the vacuum one more chance? 
Why is it that whenever you attempt to catch something that's falling off the table you always manage to knock something 
else over? 
How come you never hear father-in-law jokes? 
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BESC Board 
Here is the BESC Board. These folks spend a lot of their time to keep us all flying.  

Here is your opportunity to participate in this effort by offering your help to one our Officers.  
Step up and volunteer to be an understudy. Surely, there is an area of the Club which you can improve. 

Please come forward. The Club can use all the help we can get. 

Officers:  

Office Name Phone Mail E-mail 

President Mike Moore H (206)-790-7949 -- michael.moore@seattleopera.org 

Vice President Keith Purves 
W (206)-296-0647 
H (425)-255-7452  

-- purvesk@quixnet.net 

Secretary Tony Puglisi 
W (425)- -294-8140 
H (206)-367-6980 

03-RE tonypam@comcast.net 

Treasurer Martin Gibbins 
W (206)-655-2727 
H (425)-644-4696 

4E-11 martin.n.gibbins@boeing.com 

C.F.&S.O. Ron Bellamy 
W (425)-338-5175 
H (425)-827-8672 

-- ronbellamy@msn.com 

Operations-EPH Keith Purves 
W (206)-296-0647 
H (425)-255-7452 

-- purvesk@quixnet.net 

Operations-AWO Lynn Weller (425) 235-1610  williamlynnw@msn.com 

Pawnee Manager Pierre Parent H (360)-653-2613 -- pierrejparent@earthlink.net 

Super Cub Manager Mike Moore H (206)-790-7949 -- mmore@attglobal.net 

Sailplane Managers 

Glider Name Phone E-mail 

N7742S (1-26) Heinz Gehlhaar H (206)-932-5428  heinz@foxinternet.net 

N7644 (1-34) Gene Albee H (253)-350-9793  phlyre@comcast.net 

N355BA (L-33) 
Dan Teifke W (425)-201-2022  

H (425)-483-9347 
soar@teifke.net 

N264BA (L-23) Bruce Byrkett H (425)-222-6895  byrkett@yahoo.com 

N265BA (L-23) David Marshall H (206)-406-8046  david.s.marshall@boeing.com 

N141SS (Astir) Keith Purves 
W (206)-205-8554  
H (425)-255-7452  

purvesk@quixnet.net 

Non-Officers: 

Office Name Phone E-mail 

Chief Tow Pilot Pierre Parent H (360)-653-2613 pierrejparent@earthlink.net 

Bookkeeper Neil Householder H (425)-382-5435 householderneilf@qwest.net 

Flight Log Keeper Dan Teifke W (425)-201-2022  
H (425)-483-9347 

soar@teifke.net 

Newsletter Heinz Gehlhaar H (206)-932-5428 soarboy@comcast.net 

Golf Cart Manager David Owen H (360)-654-0462 mylodao@yahoo.com 

Webmaster Dan Teifke W (425)-201-2022  
H (425)-483-9347 

soar@teifke.net 

Librarian Tony Puglisi W (425)-342-0501  
H (206)-367-6980 

tonypam@comcast.net 
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Instructors & Tow Pilots 

BESC Instructors 
This is a list of our Instructors. When you fly with them, worry about their well-being; like getting a break, getting some-
thing to drink and getting lunch. If it were not for the CFIGs almost none of us would be flying.  

Steve Baker 

Ron Bellamy 

Rich Blow 

Chuck Flora 

Al Gregg 

Skip Gregorie 

John Hope  

Stan Kasprzyk @ 

Kapi Parks 

Dave Reusch  

Lynn Weller 

 
@ 
Denotes SSA Instructor  

Thanks a lot to all those CFIGs who sign-up weekend after weekend. The students do appreciate your time and effort. 

BESC Tow Pilots  
Remember the last time when soaring was grounded until a tow pilot could be found to replace the one who did not sign 
up or forgot to show up? Then you really find out how much our tow pilots mean to us! 
While they do love and live to fly, we subject them to long hours in often not too nice conditions, and we grumble when 
they take a break to take on fuel, food and to exchange liquids. Because our tow pilot pay schedule is quite low (very 
close to zero, I’d say) we BESC members surely want the below-named folks to know that we have high regard for your 
skill and your contribution to BESC. May you always be 200 feet ahead of us!   
 

TOW Pilots 
Allan, Bill 

Bellamy, Ron+ 

Blow, Rich+ 

Chism, Linda 

Flora, Chuck**  

Funston, Nelson 

Hope, John+ ** 

Johnson, Eric+ 

Kasprowicz, Krzys 

Koehn, Mike 

McNeil, Jim 

 

 Moore, Michael+ ** 

Niedermeyer, Carl ** 

Northcraft, Steve** 

Parent, Pierre** 

Todd, Jay** 

 
+
 Denotes Commercial Power Rating,   ** Denotes BECS Check Pilot 

 

 
YAWSTRING Masthead  
 

YAWSTRING 
Newsletter of the Boeing Employees Soaring Club  

Available at http://www.boeingsoaring.com/yaw.html 

Newsletter editing and layout: Heinz Gehlhaar, soarboy@comcast.net  

 
 
 

The newsletter is published whenever the editor gets “a round tuit”. Serious attempts are being made to publish it once a 
month. Usually it gets out sometimes in the middle of the month. Please send round tuits! 
Also, Please Please send me any errors you see in the Newsletter. Call me at 206-932-5428.  
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BESC Schedule 

July 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
1 

 
2 
 No AWO ops 

3 
 No AWO ops 

     9 
No AWO ops 

10 
 No AWO 0ps 

11 

 
12 
Board Meeting, 6:30pm, 
Renton Opera Shop 

13 

 
14 

 
15 

 
16 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Weller 
Tow Pilot - Johnson 

17 
Field Mgr - Owen 
Instructor - Kasprzyk 
Tow Pilot - OPEN 

18 

 
19 

 
20 

 
21 

 
22 

 
23 
Field Mgr - W. Moore 
Instructor - Reusch 
Tow Pilot - M. Moore 

24 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Flora 
Tow Pilot - Koehn 

25 

 
26 

 
27 

 
28 

 
29 

 
30 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - OPEN 
Tow Pilot - OPEN 

31 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - OPEN 
Tow Pilot - OPEN 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

August 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 
Field Mgr - Albee 
Instructor - Hope 
Tow Pilot - Blow 

7 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Baker 
Tow Pilot - Kasprowicz 

8 

 
9 

 
10 

 
11 

 
12 

 
13 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Bellamy 
Tow Pilot - McNeil 

14 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - OPEN 
Tow Pilot - OPEN 

15 

 
16 

 
17 

 
18 

 
19 

 
20 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Weller 
Tow Pilot - Johnson 

21 
Field Mgr - Owen 
Instructor - Kasprzyk 
Tow Pilot - OPEN 

22 

 
23 

 
24 

 
25 

 
26 

 
27 
Field Mgr - W. Moore 
Instructor - Reusch 
Tow Pilot - M. Moore 

28 
Field Mgr - OPEN 
Instructor - Flora 
Tow Pilot - Koehn 

29 

 
30 

 
31 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Do your see all the OPEN boxes? Please contact Michael Moore and tell him that you would like to see your name in one 
of those boxes.   For updated schedules see the BESC Website. 
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Instructions for Field Managers:  

Field managers have the following duties and responsi-
bilities. 

• Show up on time at the start of operations (9:30 am at 
the latest).Please obtain your own substitute if unable 
to support the schedule. 

• Coordinate with the towpilot and instructor to deter-
mine details of operations for the day. 

• Start and maintain the Flight Operations List, track 
aircraft, times, etc. 

• Ensure all paper work is in order, especially waivers 
for trial membership flights. 

• Ensure trial members pay in advance prior to launch-
ing. 

• Crack the whip if necessary, to have the glider ready 
to launch when the towplane arrives. 

• Keep vigilance on the changing conditions and en-
sure safe operations are being practiced. 

• Ensure that Canopy Covers are properly stowed. (Not 
on or near the ground. Wind will blow sand and dust 
into the soft inside fabric, which then will scratch our 
$1000+ Canopies.) Be sure they are folded up care-
fully and put in back of a car or in the Golf-cart. 

• Ensure the gliders are properly tied down and secured 
at the end of the flying day. (This means simply dou-

ble check the gliders after they have been secured. 
Check for flight control locks, proper tie down prac-
tice, etc.) 

• Ensure the hangar lights are turned off and the hangar 
is secured. 

• Ensure all combination locks are hangar are reset to 
0-0-0-0. 

• Using the stack of addressed, postage paid envelopes 
available in our hanger at Arlington (on top of the fil-
ing cabinet and well marked), mail the Flight Opera-
tions List and the Tow Cards (from the Towpilots) to: 

Dan Teifke 
17110 105th Ave NE 
Bothell, WA 98011 

• Report any incidents, accidents or unsafe activity to a 
board member as soon as practicable. 

• Notify the next-scheduled towpilot and instructor & 
Field Manager, the Maintenance Manager and other 
relevant person(s) of issues which affect the opera-
tions of the following day or weekend; e.g.the tow-
plane suffers a mechanical breakdown, or some 
glider is not flyable.  
 

 

For Sale / Want to buy 
Members can post ads here. Send them to Heinz 

 

Glider Partnership for Sale 
For Sale:  Half partnership in Grob G-102 Astir  "Unicorn".  Asking $9,000  OBO. 

Check out the photo in the BESC web site photo gallery. 

For more information call Steve Baker at 425-226-8207. 

 

Wanted: Canopy Slider Window 
The slider window is missing in one of our L-23s. If you have an old canopy with a slider window, please donate it to 

BECS. Just any of the pices would be good enough. I will re-build anything missing. 

Please send it to Heinz. 

 

DG 100G For Sale  
DG-100G (GH) For Sale, 940 hours. GH is an excellent glider for a new Owner. It includes: 

- Jaxida covers  
- A new MH oxygen system 
- A trailer (with a little leak around the raised portion that accommodates the vertical fin). 

Contact Wayne Woodmansee at 503-738-5588 or  email wjwood@gmail.com 
Or contact Pierre Parent at pierrejparent@earthlink.net  

 


