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NASCAR at Arlington 

 
 

Story of Page 10 

 
 

Glider Towing 
Reproduced from :THE AEROPLANE JUNE 15, 1945 
 
 

THE APPROACH  - The Dakota comes down to one side of the glider so as not to hit it with the hook. This approach 
resulted in a most successful snatch. 

 

 
 



YAWSTRING 
September  2004 

 

Page 2 of 13 

THE SNATCH  - The hook on the Dakota can here be seen after having contacted the nylon cable and drawn it close to 
the fuselage. 

 
 

THE SNATCHED - Waco Hadrian IIs are used for snatch instruction.  
They sit into wind with the nylon cable stretched in front leading to the pick-up poles. 

 
 

AIRBORNE  - A successful snatch gets the glider off the deck in a very small space, in this case with  
a light glider in under 20 yds. 
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Experiments in glider snatching were first carried by United States airmen when the importance of the evacuating 
wounded from difficult jungle and other remote areas became obvious. Packets of mail had been snatched before the War 
in the United States and experiments have been conducted recently with snatching live personnel. 
 
The snatching of gliders off the ground by aeroplanes flying at over 100 m.p.h. has now been reduced to a fine art. Fail-
ures to effect a good pick-up are becoming more and more rare. At an aerodrome near the South Coast short courses are 
given in snatching and being snatched. Waco Hadrian II gliders are snatched and Douglas Dakotas do the snatching. The 
glider pilot trainees come from the Glider Pilots Regiment, and the R.A.F. Dominion pilots fly the Dakotas.  
Dakotas can snatch a maximum of 8,000 lb. off the decks, which is just a little more than a fully laden Hadrian. In emer-
gency, about 9,000 lb. have been lifted, but such a weight strains the safety factor to its limit. In still air a loaded Hadrian 
can be snatched off the ground in 200 ft, with a Dakota speed of 120 to 180 m.p.h. and with a subsequent climb of 800 ft. 
a minute. 

 
The action of the snatch is fairly simple. A nylon cable 200 ft. long is attached to the nose of the glider. The cable lies 
along the ground in front of the glider and its other end is fixed to a three-sided loop. The loop is mounted on wire hooks 
across the top of poles 12 ft. high and 20 ft. distant from each other. The nylon loop is caught up by a bronze hook at the 
end of a length of steel cable. The hook is kept in position for the snatch by a metal arm slung underneath the Dakota. 
When the hook contacts the nylon cable it is pulled clear of the arm. After a successful snatch has been made the nylon 
cable attached to the glider pulls out the steel cable from the Dakota. This cable unwinds off a metal drum inside the tow-
ing aeroplane and, as it does so, an automatic friction brake comes into action which provides the shock absorption of the 
snatch. The metal arm down which the hook is slid is offset so that once the hook slips off there is no chance of the cable 
fouling the arm during towing. 
Inside the Dakota, to the front of the cabin, is a two-and-
a-half horsepower electric two-gear engine which works 
the drum so that the steel cable can be drawn in while in 
the air. The braking capacity of the drum can be increased 
or decreased as conditions demand; 1,050 ft. of cable are 
carried on the drum and the whole towing installation 
weighs 1,800 lb. The operator of the auxiliary motor has 
to be carefully trained, as the whole success of towing, 
once the snatch is made depends on him. He judges the 
tension of the brake in the drum and adjusts as he thinks 
fit.  

The towing pilot's job calls for considerable and careful judgment. He comes in to one side of the glider so as not to hit it 
with the hook arm. If the Dakota is too low the arm hits the ground and may get damaged. If the Dakota is too high the 
hook will miss the cable across the tops of the poles. An unsuccessful snatch may have unpleasant results. The nylon ca-
ble is elastic and may whip back on to the glider to smash in its Perspex and hurt the pilot if he has not ducked quickly 
enough, or slash into and through a wing. The nylon cable has a safety weak link which is situated at the safest point and 
breaks on a load of over seven tons. There is also a safety explosive cutter on the steel cable in case anything goes wrong 
with the winding drum, On the average, accidents, breakdowns or unsuccessful snatches are rare.  
We did a snatch at the controls of a glider alongside Staff Sergeant East, who is an experienced glider pilot and has sur-
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vived Sicily, D-Day and Arnhem. The absence of any jerk is quite remarkable. The " G " is supposed to be about one, but 
is distinctly noticeable and gives the impression of being between two and three. Our glider being light, leapt off the deck 
in under 20 yds. and then everything was quite normal. We kept station below and behind the towing aeroplane and this is 
not difficult to a pilot of any experience. The noise in a Hadrian is considerable and the controls sluggish. The view is ex-
cellent and the controls and instruments few and simple. On cast-off the nose has to be pulled up to reduce speed and the 
glider approach is done at about 80 m.p.h. Slight overshoot is aimed at, with a final side-slip to put the glider down at the 
required spot. A Hadrian lands very pleasantly and easily and can be pulled up in two or three times its own length by 
brakes and digging the nose skid into the ground. At one time during the approach we pulled the nose right up and re-
duced the glider's speed to about 35 m.p.h. The Hadrian does not spin naturally, merely dropping its nose on stall with no 
suspicion of loss of control. 

 

SNATCH PILOTS - Men of the Army Glider Regiment 
are trained for snatching gliders from the ground, and here 
a group of snatch pilots is seen in front of a Hadrian. 

Board Meetings

Meeting Minutes June 12, 2004 
Location – The BEFA venue, Renton 
Officers and members present: Gene Albee, Keith Purves, 
Ron Bellamy, Heinz Gehlhaar, Michael Moore, Marty 
Gibbins, Jay Todd, Rich Blow, John Hope   
President Jay Todd called the meeting to order at 0930. 

Officer Reports: 
President 
Trailer maintenance should be moved to the glider man-
agers.  The club rules should be modified to reflect this 
change.  Moved by Michael Moore and seconded by Ron 
Bellamy.  There was no dissent.  The last meeting minutes 
were reviewed and a motion was made to accept as writ-
ten by Mr. Moore and seconded by Keith Purves.  
Unanimously approved by all the board members. 
Vice President 
There was a request by Gary Atkins for a trial member-
ship refund, as apparently no one had contacted him for a 
glider flight, nor sent a certificate for one.  Secretary will 
check into this and report.  The board moved to verify and 
reimburse Mr. Atkins (Ron Bellamy, and Gene seconded, 
again approved by all. 
 

The Little Red School House for disabled children raised 
$18,000 on auction.  Our glider ride apparently took a 
high bid.  
Secretary 
No report at the meeting, the previous minutes were ap-
proved earlier.  Follow-up on the case for Mr. Gary At-
kins, secretary found the trial membership and a com-
pleted waiver form in the file, of the same date.  Gary 
bought Patricia a trial membership on 8/7/03.  She filled 
out and signed the waiver form on the same date.  Secre-
tary suggested we check the flight logs for that date to see 
if the flight was consummated – or not. 
 
Treasurer 
Our new business address is: 
 Boeing Employees Soaring Club 
 PMB #165 
 6947 Coal Creek Parkway 

Newcastle, WA 98059-3159 
This is a repeat entry from last month – just for the heck 
of it (ed). 
 
Canopy covers paid and ordered.  At meeting time they 
had not yet been delivered. (They were delivered a couple 
of days later and sent to the gliders by Gene and Heinz 
(ed.) 
 
The interim financial report is attached to the original for 
posterity.  In the mail retrieved by Marty from our new 
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postal box, were the magnaflux bill for 4BA, an AD, li-
cense tab renewal, insurance, and junk mail. 
 
Trailer maintenance budget is $1500, of which we have 
spent only $233.  We should use Les Schwab for bearing 
maintenance.  Insurance is paid off.  Tow plane mainte-
nance is at 80%of budget for the year. 
CF&SO – No report 
Operations –  
We lassoed Keith Purves as the new operations officer. 
As to Michael Henderson: 
 The statute of limitations is two years in debt 
cases where no written contract has existed.  Jay to pick 
up the ball and see whether we still have a case, or we 
should write it off. 
Tow Plane managers’ reports 
Pawnee – At EPH 

Old Business – EAA fly-in 
Keith needs to pay our portion of the rent for the BESC, 
ESC, and SGC spot at Arlington.  Keith will contact Don 
Banford for details.  Needs to schedule people to man the 
tent, and help set up the show on July 6th.  L-23 and 
Lynn’s DG will be in the show.  No tow planes. 

New Business –  
There was significant discussion before the meeting came 
to order including Rich Blow and John Hope, both in-
structors and tow pilots.  The discussion was concerning 
the lack of activity on either side of the mountains due to 
a perceived lack of volunteerism and interest in support-
ing a split operation.  There have been several times this 
spring when people scheduled to fly with an instructor 
and there was no tow operation available by the club at 
Arlington.  At the same time, a tow operation was manned 
in Ephrata, but no (or not a significant number of) people 
were there to fly. 
 
The secretary presented a plan used by an Ohio club, 
which schedules teams of tow pilots, operations manag-
ers, instructors, and field managers for a given day each 
month.  The merits of this were tossed around, and there 
was some ascent detected, but there needs to be a con-
certed effort to get people involved in field managing.  
There would need to be active scheduling to take care of 
this and fill holes if an instructor or tow pilot could not 
keep the regular schedule. 
 
The general consensus was that a nucleus of people is 
needed to make the concept work.  Michael will poll the 
instructors and tow pilots to see if they are amenable to 
this idea, and when they would prefer to be scheduled.   
 

The club will restructure to a single operation after the 
Division 8 contest.  The Astir, the 1-26, and the L-33 will 
stay at Ephrata for the summer while the two L-23s and 
the 1-34 will be at Arlington along with the two tow 
planes. Michael moved the question and Ron seconded.  It 
is unanimous, yet again. 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 1042.  Keith moved the 
question, Ron seconded.  Since everyone left, I 
guess the vote was unanimous. Next meeting is 
on July 17th, same venue.   

 
More or less respectfully submitted, 

H. Gene Albee,  
Secretary 

Meeting Minutes August 14, 2004 
Location – The BEFA venue, Renton 
Officers and members present: Gene Albee, Keith Purves, 
Ron Bellamy, Heinz Gehlhaar, Lynn Weller, Marty Gib-
bins, Jay Todd, Bruce Byrkett.   
President Jay Todd called the meeting to order at 0830. 

Officer Reports: 
President 
SGC board meeting – Region 8 is in the FAA spotlight 
for glider accidents involving fatalities.  We need to get in 
front of this issue and stress flying safety – publish arti-
cles and awareness in the TowLine.  BESC needs to push 
for participation in attendance at safety endeavors and 
show the FAA we are conscious of the problems and the 
entire situation.  Pilots need to be aware that there may be 
ramp checks, and that their qualifications (BFRs, club 
checkouts, etc) are all current and correctly completed. 

 
Vice President 
Michael was not in attendance.  Jay gave the report: 
Raylene Todd goes inactive.   
Need search committee for president and secretary.  Need 
to check constitution for term limits and minimums.  
Need nominations for president and secretary by October 
1.  The incumbents have indicated that they would not 
seek another term of office.  Keith Purves, Bruce Byrkett, 
Heinz Gehlhaar, and Lynn Weller were appointed to this 
task.  They are to make recommendations by the Septem-
ber board meeting. 
Secretary 
The previous meeting’s minutes were reviewed.  Ron 
moved to approve and Keith seconded.  The minutes were 
approved as published. 
Treasurer 
Expenditures were for magneto rebuild for the Pawnee, 
Blanik inspections and brake, and repairing the golf cart.  
Numbers attached. 
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Remarks – Dave Owens needs help and the billing cycle 
needs to be revised.  Jay shall investigate. 
Tow Plane managers’ reports 
Pawnee – At AWO and operational 
Super Cub at AWO and operational 
Glider Managers reports 
Blaniks 264BA and 265BA at AWO and operational 
1-34 at AWO and operational 
Astir, L-33, and 1-26 at EPH and presumed operational 

New Business  
SGC will host the SSA National Open Championships in 
June of 2005.  Jay and Ron indicated they would be prime 
movers for the event and we would like to encourage vol-
unteerism from the club to make the contest a success. 
 
Evergreen and BESC will reciprocate making both clubs 
tow members of the other club for the foreseeable future.  

That means that the daily membership fee imposed for 
towing behind the other club’s ship is waived, and tow 
rates are the same for each club.  The question was moved 
by Heinz and seconded by Marty.  The vote was unani-
mous in favor.  Jay will e-mail Mark with the decision. 
 
Gliders are to come west on 10/02/2004.  Bring the ancil-
lary equipment too, including Chutes, batteries, trailers, 
cushions, field manager’s blue box -  and anything else 
that belongs to us 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1042.  Heinz moved the question, 
Keith seconded.  Since everyone left, I guess the vote was 
unanimous. Next meeting is on September 11, same 
venue.   

More or less respectfully submitted, 
H. Gene Albee,  
Secretary

 

Training 
CFIG Scholarship Program 

BESC is continuing the offer of a CFIG Scholarship Program. To qualify for application to the Scholarship Program, you 
must 
1. have been a member of BESC for 1 year or more,  and 
2. have a Glider commercial rating. 
Once approved for the program, you will qualify for reimbursement after you have passed: 
3. the Fundamentals of Instruction knowledge test; 
4. the CFIG knowledge test; and 
5. the CFIG practical test. 
You will then be reimbursed, up to a combined total limit of $500, for your CFIG Knowledge and Practical Test fees, and 
BESC glider and tow fees incurred during the pursuit of the CFIG rating. In return, you are obligating yourself to be the 
flight instructor on the field for a minimum of 12 days over the next two years. Eligible members may apply to our Vice 
President Michael Moore. The BESC Executive Board will award the scholarship.  
 

Safety 
Unfortunately our Pacific Northwest Region has see several bad accidents. These accidents tend to get the FAA attention-
spotlight pointed right at our area. We must all strive to have all of our actions coated with a lot of safety-consciousness. 
Saying this in another words: If the FAA looks at you, the safety aspects of your operation and your actions must be 
squeaky clean. You must look really safe. That in turn will reduce the chance of accidents, and will help to turn-off the 
FAA spotlight. 
Part of that spotlight without doubt will include more ramp checks. Press-generated stories about the FAA's over-zealous 
use of power in an attempt to discover and pursue violations during a ramp check circulated widely. But, if you know 
what a ramp check is all about, and you are a safe pilot, and are prepared for it, a ramp check is not a big deal. 
A ramp check is nothing more than an random, on-the-spot inspection conducted by either the FAA, NTSB, state and lo-
cal law enforcement officials, or a representative of Transportation Security Administration, (FAR61.3(l)) to ensure com-
pliance with applicable regulations. 
The two main ingredients of a typical ramp check are: pilot compliance and aircraft compliance.  
For pilot compliance, you must present your pilot and medical (if you have other than a glider rating) certificates to the 
inspector. Do not forget that nowadays this includes some form of Government-issued picture ID. It's important to re-
member pilots (other than students) are not required to carry their logbooks with them, so the inspector cannot make a de-
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termination of BFR, and other currency. And, you need not volunteer that information. But you can be requested to sup-
ply that at a later date by the inspector.  
Aircraft compliance includes the standard AROW stuff you look for every time you take out one of your gliders (You do 
look for that, don’t you?): airworthiness certificate, aircraft registration, operating limitations (POH), and weight and bal-
ance information. The check may also include an inspection of the exterior of the aircraft. According to AOPA's ramp 
check seminar, the FAA does not have the legal authority to board/inspect the interior of a plane being operated under 
Part 91. They also do not have the authority to suspend or revoke a pilot or medical certificate immediately following the 
check.  
Since the aircraft logs are not kept in the gliders, determination of required inspections and compliance with applicable 
Airworthiness Directives can only be done at a later date. This may be requested by the inspector (ie, send copies of the 
appropriate material to the FAA.  
The PIC is responsible for determining the airworthiness of the aircraft prior to flight. Legally, this would include an in-
spection of the aircraft logs prior to flight. While this is not practical in a club situation, we are all fortunate to belong to a 
club which insists on the highest degree of airworthiness and compliance possible, both legally and cosmetically. And all 
of us must keep it that way. Thus, for us club pilots, we ought to know that the paper-stuff is in file cabinet in the Hangar,  
and what it looks like. 
Safe pilots will find that a ramp-check is not as bad as it is talked about. The inspector will review the paper work, ask 
some questions about currency and may requested a quick weight and balance problem. That should be it. If you approach 
the check with courtesy, a co-operative attitude, and show the inspector you have safety in mind, ramp check will be a 
near-enjoyable experience. 
 

Decision Altitude on Rope Break  
Heinz Gehlhaar with help of the BESC Instructor corps 
Do you know how much safety margin you have with the “standard” 200 ft as the  "safe maneuvering altitude" to return 
to the airport? How much altitude do you think you really use up to return to the runway safely? One way to answer that 
question is measure it. But do it safely, at altitude.  
First, find your favorite instructor and go out to some practice area. Start at a safe altitude (at least 3000 feet AGL) and 
get yourself in a takeoff configuration, at a proper speed, and in direction along and directly over a highway. Have your 
instructor mark the altimeter as he hollers: “Rope break!!!” At that point, you execute a turn-around and get back over 
that highway. Your instructor can then read the altitude lost when you are aligned. 
 
There are at least two caveats to be recognized:  
First and most importantly, most likely the altitude loss measured is the least you can expect to loose. Here are some of 
the reasons:  

1. You expect the rope break. No surprise. No thinking “Oh sh…,! What happened? What do I do now?” All of this 
uses reaction time. 

2. Your pitch attitude is all wrong. On tow your nose attitude is higher than during this simulation at altitude. Thus 
the normally required nose-down adjustment is not needed. This erroneously saves some more reaction time. 

3. Your visual perception at the test altitude is all wrong: You do not need to fear striking a wingtip. You will most 
likely fly with better coordination. Alignment with runway-centerline will not be needed (because you won’t no-
tice that you are off) 

Second, and equally important, don’t cheat and use this measured altitude as your new “return-to-airport” criterion. There 
are other factors which determine wether you want to make a 180 and land downwind. One factor is on your pre-takeoff 
checklist: Wind Check.(That is, Direction and Strength). If the wind is too strong, it may not be a good idea to do a down 
wind landing no matter what your altitude. In fact, on strong winds, if you are low, stay straight ahead, keep your nose 
down, and get the spoilers out. This in almost all cases will get you back on the remaining runway during high winds. 
 
The result of this simulation should demonstrate to you that at 200 ft you have some margin for error, or if not, that you 
should increase your decision altitude for premature termination of tow. 
Remember. it is far better to land out and land with the glider in controlled flight than to try to turn back too low and stall 
or strike one wing tip while trying to maneuver. 
PS: Be sure to clear the area around you before trying this maneuver! 
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Passing of an Era 
Paul A. Schweizer, a soaring pioneer and cofounder of Schweizer Aircraft, died in Elmira, New York, on August 18. He 
was 91. Paul Schweizer was known around the world as an aviation pioneer, an avid sailplane pilot, and a lifelong pro-
moter of the sport of soaring.  
Schweizer fell in love with aviation during its golden age in the 1920s. In 1930 he and his two brothers, Ernie and Bill, 
designed and built their first glider and taught themselves to fly. Since that humble beginning, Schweizer Aircraft has 
produced more than 6,000 aircraft, including more than 2,100 sailplanes and gliders. Today, Schweizer Aircraft produces 
helicopters, unmanned aerial vehicles, and covert surveillance aircraft.  
And, changing things even more, Sikorsky Aircraft has announced an agreement to acquire the Schweizer Company. The 
deal has been approved by the leadership of both companies, and it's expected to close later this year. The Schweizer 
Company will operate as a wholly owned subsidiary of Sikorsky. 

Industry News
Sport Pilot Rules will start soon  

It's down to the nitty-gritty for the Sport Pilot and Light-
Sport Aircraft rule. The sport pilot practical test standards 
(PTS) will be available early next month, to be followed 
by the aeronautical knowledge test by October 20. The 
FAA will start accepting sport pilot student applications 
on November 15.  

'SpaceShipOne' readies for $10 Mio Challenge 
The Tier One project, a private space venture funded by 
Paul G. Allen and carried out by Burt Rutan's Scaled 
Composites in Mojave, California, is ready to attempt the 
first of two flights to space needed to win the $10 million 
Ansari X-Prize. The winner must launch a vehicle capable 
of carrying three people into space, and must do it twice 
in two weeks. Each time it must reach 100 kilometers 
(about 62.2 statute miles), an altitude considered the edge 
of space, and return safely. The first flight for the prize, 
scheduled for September 29, will carry a single, and as yet 
unnamed, pilot in "SpaceShipOne," plus weight equal to 
that of two people. 

 

What if your Airport closed tomorrow? 
Ask yourself this: Has nearby residential development, 
economic and political pressure, or bad public relations 
about my airport affected me and other pilots who fly? If 
you answered yes, your airport has a problem. Join the 
AOPA Airport Support Network today. Every day, more 
than 1,400 Airport Support Network (ASN) volunteers at 
the local level are working with AOPA headquarters to 
help save their airports.ASN is looking for volunteers at 
several airports--including,  
in Idaho, Rexburg-Madison County, Emmett Municipal 
(Chuck Sawyer), Lemhi County, Buhl Municipal, Driggs-
Reed Memorial;  
in Oregon, Eastern Oregon Regional at Pendleton, Rose-
burg Regional, Bandon State, and Tillamook;  
in Washington, Chehalis-Centralia, Orcas Island, and 
Lopez Island. (Also, see pg 10 re: AWO NASCAR, Editor) 
To learn more about the AOPA Airport Support Network, 
visit ( http://www.aopa.org/asn/ ). 

BESC Newsbytes 
EPH Glider grope 

Mark your calendar! On the weekend of October 2/3, 
2004 we will assemble at Ephrata for a final flight (if the 
weather gods smile on us) and to collect all BESC 
Equipment to haul it back to the west side. Keith is plan-
ning to trailer the Astir, Heinz will do the 1-26, and we 
are looking for someone to haul the L-33 Solo. Email 
Heinz, if you can participate: heinz@foxinternet.net .  

Getting ready for Elections 
The BESC  President and Secretary are up for elections. 
The incumbents have indicated that they will not run. 
A Search Committee consisting of Bruce Byrkett, Keith 
Purves, Lynn Weller, and Heinz Gehlhaar has been ap-
pointed 
Please contact any of them if you would like to run for 
one of the offices.  The schedule is:   

o November 1: Committee Emails and phones list of 
nominees to Secretary  

o Monday, November 8: Secretary mails Ballots, with 
due-date of  Tuesday, November 23 

o November 23 - 25: Committee counts the ballots. 
o Prior to December 10: Committee reports the results 

to the Members via Email, and via snail-mail to those 
w/o email facilities. 

Tow card Note: 
BESC and Evergreen have extended each other courtesy 
tow-memberships. This means you won’t be charged for a 
daily tow-membership when you tow behind ESI’s tugs.   
. But, this will only work, if you put BESC in bold letters 
on top of your tow-card.  Similarly, ESI members must 
put ESI on their tow-card when they tow behind our tugs. 
Of course, if at all possible, you should always tow be-
hind BESC tugs. Let’s make our fees work for us. 
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Tool Box 
Heinz has established a BESC Tool Box from some of the 
tools he has collected over the years. It will be kept in the 
AWO hanger, and will be available for our repair work. 
Please keep maintain the toolbox in the hangar and put 
back all the tools after you are done with them. Also, if 
you find something missing, please notify Heinz. He will 
see if he can find it. 

EPH Runway News 
Please be aware that runway 11/29, the "crosswind run-
way," may be under construction some time this summer. 
trucks may be crossing the south end of the ramp during 
weekdays. This will mean designating an alternate cross-

wind or emergency landing runways and extra safety pre-
cautions for those taking off and landing on the ramp.  

National Glider championships in Ephrata 
The Seattle Glider Council along with the Pacific North-
west Glider Clubs will host the National Open Glider 
Championship and the Region 8 Contest. The following is 
the tentative schedule: June 26: Practice Day. June 27 to 
July 7: National Open Championships. The region 8 con-
test will run at the same time, but finish on June 5. Bob 
Wallach is the Contest Director, and Jay Todd is the Con-
test Manager. Please free up some time on your calendar 
and contact either Bob or Jay and indicate you want to 
help put on this show. 

 
 

Our Airplane Fleet Status  
Check BESC Fleet Status on the BESC Web at http://www.boeingsoaring.com/fleet.html for details. 

Aircraft  Current  
Location  

Maintenance 
Manager  Next Annual Due  

Pawnee N6917Z Arlington  Pierre Parent Next annual - Feb 2005 
Ready to tow  

Super Cub N7474D Arlington  Mike Moore Next annual - Feb 2005 
 Ready to tow  

Schweizer 1-26 N7742S Ephrata Heinz Gehlhaar Next annual – Feb2005 
On the ramp and ready to fly. Treat the new Canopy and Cover carefully. 

Schweizer 1-34 N7644 Arlington  Gene Albee Next annual - Feb2005 
The 1-34 is rigged on the ramp. Treat the new Canopy and Cover carefully. 

Blanik L23 N264BA Arlington  Bruce Byrkett Next annual - Feb2005 
On the ramp ready to fly. Treat the new Canopy Cover carefully. 

Blanik L23 N265BA Arlington  David Marshall Next annual - Feb2005 
On the ramp ready to fly. Treat the new Canopy Cover carefully. 

L33 Solo N355BA Ephrata Craig Funston Next annual - Feb2005 
On Ramp and available for use. Treat the new Canopy Cover carefully. 

Astir N141SS (X3) Ephrata Keith Purves Next annual - Feb2005 
In trailer and available for use. 

Parachute Status Ephrata Michael Clarke All 3, Repack due in Nov. 
 

Last updated Sept 13, 2004.  
 

 
 

BESC Board 
Here are the persons who spend a lot of their time to make the Organization run. If you see a problem, which you think 
you can handle better, please speak up. We can use all the help we can get. Or if there is a problem you can’t solve, or if 
you want to participate in running BESC, please bring it to the attention of any of the board members.  
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Officers:  

Office Name Phone Mail  E-mail 

President Jay Todd W (206)-662-7624 
H (253)-847-0377 

20-73 james.todd@alteontraining.com 

Vice President Mike Moore H (206)-790-7949 -- mmore@attglobal.net 

Secretary Gene Albee H (253)-350-9793 -- phlyre@comcast.net 

Treasurer Martin Gibbins 
Assistant needed 

W (206)-655-2727 
H (425)-644-4696 

4E-11 martin.n.gibbins@boeing.com 

C.F.&S.O. Ron Bellamy W (425)-338-5175 
H (425)-827-8672 

-- ronbellamy@msn.com 

Operations Keith Purves W (206)-205-8554  
H (425)-255-7452  

 purvesk@quixnet.net 

Pawnee Manager Pierre Parent H (360)-653-2613 -- pierrejparent@earthlink.net 

Super Cub Manager Mike Moore H (206)-790-7949 -- mmore@attglobal.net 

Sailplane Managers 

Glider  Name Phone E-mail 

N7742S, 1-26 Heinz Gehlhaar H (206)-932-5428  heinz@foxinternet.net 

N7644 (1-34) Gene Albee H (253)-350-9793  phlyre@comcast.net 

N355BA (L-33) Craig Funston H (360)-671-8913 cfunston@geigerengineers.com 

N264BA (L-23) Bruce Byrkett H (425)-222-6895  ����������	

��

  

N265BA (L-23) David Marshall H (206)-406-8046  ��������
���	�����
������

  

N141SS (Astir) Keith Purves W (206)-205-8554  
H (425)-255-7452  

purvesk@quixnet.net 

Non-Officers: 

Office Name Phone Mail  E-mail 

Bookkeeper David Owen 
Assistant needed 

W (425)-342-4737 
H (360)-653-8928 

03-16 david.owen@boeing.com 

Newsletter Heinz Gehlhaar H (206)-932-5428 -- heinz@foxinternet.net 

Webmaster Jim McNeil W (206)-662-4214 
H (425)-827-1834 

19-HJ james.w.mcneil2@boeing.com 

Librarian Tony Puglisi W (425)-342-0501 
H (206)-367-6980 

03-RE tonypam@comcast.net 

NASCAR at Arlington 
From The Seattle Times 
A developer of NASCAR racetracks has selected Snohomish County as its preferred site for a Northwest speedway. Sno-
homish County and Marysville officials had been trying since April to lure International Speedway Corp. (ISC) to 600 
acres of farmland between Marysville and Arlington, east of Interstate 5. A speedway has been coveted by several com-
munities because of the income and jobs it is expected to bring, thanks to NASCAR's growing popularity. A site near 
Yelm, was removed from the list last week. Economic studies indicate the proposed ¾-mile track, which would seat about 
75,000 people, would generate between $87.3 million and $121.8 million in new revenue every year. 
For more detail, see the Internet at  http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2002045113_nascar24m.html  
Also, you might write negative letters to county state and ISC officials. 
 
Note: This is a developing story. It may be a false alarm, but I suspect not. Heinz 
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Instructors & Tow Pilots 

BESC Instructors 
This is a list of our Instructors. When you fly with them, worry about their well-being; like getting a break, getting some-
thing to drink and getting lunch. If it were not for the CFIGs almost none of us would be flying.  
Steve Baker 
Ron Bellamy 
Rich Blow 
 

Chuck Flora 
Al Gregg 
Skip Gregorie 
John Hope 

Stan Kasprzyk @ 

Kapi Parks 
Dave Reusch  
 

@ Denotes SSA Instructor  
Thanks a lot to all those CFIGs who sign-up weekend after weekend. The students do appreciate your time and effort. 

BESC Tow Pilots  
Remember the last time when soaring was grounded until a tow pilot could be found to replace the one who did not sign 
up or forgot to show up? Then you really find out how much our tow pilots mean to us! 
While they do love and live to fly, we subject them to long hours in often not too nice conditions, and we grumble when 
they take a break to take on fuel, food and to exchange liquids. Because our tow pilot pay schedule is quite low (very 
close to zero, I’d say) we BESC members surely want the below-named folks to know that we have high regard for your 
skill and your contribution to BESC. May you always be 200 feet ahead of us!. 

TOW Pilots 
Allan, Bill 
Banford, Don** 
Bellamy, Ron+ 
Flora, Chuck**  
Funston, Nelson 

Hope, John** 
Johnson, Eric+ 
Kasprowicz, Krzys 
Koehn, Mike 
McNeil, Jim 

Moore, Michael+ 
Niedermeyer, Carl+ ** 
Northcraft, Steve** 
Parent, Pierre** 
Todd, Jay 

+ Denotes Commercial Power Rating,   ** Denotes BECS Check Pilot 

 
 

 
YAWSTRING Masthead  

YAWSTRING 
Newsletter of the Boeing Employees Soaring Club  

Available at http://www.boeingsoaring.com/yaw.html 
Newsletter editing and layout: Heinz Gehlhaar, heinz@foxinternet.net 

PDF formatters: Brent Stillings and Jim Mc Neill 
 

The newsletter is published whenever the editor gets “a round tuit”. Serious attempts are being made to publish it once a 
month. Usually it gets out sometimes in the middle of the month. Please send round tuits! 

Also, Please Please send me any errors you see in the Newsletter. Call me at 206-932-5428.  
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BESC Ops Schedule 
A few folks under the guidance of Michael Moore have been working hard to formulate a Flying Team arrangement 
which would result in having an Arlington Operations Team scheduled for every weekend. An Operations Team consists 
of a Tow Pilot, and Instructor and a Field Manager. The result of that work is this Generic Operations Schedule 

For the Spring/Summer Season in Arlington they have 
gotten commitments from these folks: 

Day Field Manager Instructor Tow Pilot 

1st Sat. Albee Blow Hope 

1st Sunday OPEN Baker Kasprowicz 

2nd Sat. Marshal Bellamy McNeil 

2nd Sunday OPEN Flora? OPEN 

3rd Sat. R. Todd Weller J. Todd 

3rd Sunday Owen Kasprzyk Niedermeyer 

4th Sat. W. Moore Reusch M. Moore 

4th Sunday OPEN Al Gregg? Koehn 

5th Sat. unscheduled unscheduled unscheduled 

5th Sunday unscheduled unscheduled unscheduled 

 Updated 8-16-04 

For the Fall /Winter Season in Arlington they have gotten 
commitments from these folks: 

Day Field Manager Instructor  Tow Pilot 

1st Sat. OPEN Hope Blow 

1st Sunday OPEN Baker Kasprowicz 

2nd Sat. OPEN Bellamy McNeil 

2nd Sunday OPEN Flora? OPEN 
3rd Sat. R. Todd Weller J. Todd 

3rd Sunday Owen Kasprzyk Niedermeyer 

4th Sat. W. Moore Reusch M. Moore 

4th Sunday OPEN Al Gregg? Koehn 

5th Sat. unscheduled unscheduled unscheduled 

5th Sunday unscheduled unscheduled unscheduled 

 
Do your see all the OPEN boxes? Please contact Michael Moore and tell him that you would like to see your name in one 
of those boxes. 
 
Access to the official schedule is still available via  http://my.schedulemaster.com or dialing 1-800-414-6114.  
For questions or to request access, please contact Jay Todd., BESC President, (H) (253)  847-0377.   
Concise rules for Schedule Master will be updated once we find out how this system along with Operations Team Con-
cept works for us.  
For questions or suggestions regarding the schedule or the use of Schedule Master, please contact Michael Moore, BESC 
Vice-President, (H) (425) 235-1610  

 

Instructions for Field Managers:  

Field managers have the following duties and responsi-
bilities. 
·  Show up on time at the start of operations (9:30 am at 

the latest).Please obtain your own substitute if unable 
to support the schedule. 

·  Coordinate with the towpilot and instructor to deter-
mine details of operations for the day. 

·  Start and maintain the Flight Operations List, track 
aircraft, times, etc. 

·  Ensure all paper work is in order, especially waivers 
for trial membership flights. 

·  Ensure trial members pay in advance prior to launch-
ing. 

·  Crack the whip if necessary, to have the glider ready 
to launch when the towplane arrives. 

·  Keep vigilance on the changing conditions and en-
sure safe operations are being practiced. 

·  Ensure the gliders are properly tied down and secured 
at the end of the flying day. (This means simply dou-
ble check the gliders after they have been secured. 
Check for flight control locks, proper tie down prac-
tice, etc.) 

·  Ensure the hangar lights are turned off and the hangar 
is secured. 
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·  Ensure all combination locks are hangar are reset to 
0-0-0-0. 

·  Ensure the Flight Operations List and the Tow Cards 
(from the Towpilots) get mailed to Linda Chism, the 
Flight Log Keeper or to James H. Todd, M/S 20-73.   
Linda Chism (even though inactive) is still the BESC 
log-keeper. If stamped addressed envelopes are avail-
able in the BESC hangar, send tow cards, logs and all 
data relative to flying activities to Linda at: 

Linda Chism 
5422 46th Ave SW 
Seattle WA 98136 

e-mail: linda.chism@gte.net 
The club will reimburse all mailing costs (receipts 
helpful, but not mandatory). 

·  Report any incidents, accidents or unsafe activity to a 
board member as soon as practicable. 

·  Notify the next-scheduled towpilot and instructor & 
Field Manager, the Maintenance Manager and other 
relevant person(s) of issues which affect the opera-
tions of the following day or weekend; e.g.the tow-

plane suffers a mechanical breakdown, or some 
glider is not flyable.  

·  You may use the email facility of the Schedule Sys-
tem to quickly notify everyone. Click on FORUM, 
and then on Start a new Thread. Type a Title and the 
test and click on  POST at the bottom. It’s really sim-
ple: just follow the directions on the screen. 

Operations Reminder to everyone:  
1) If you have made reservations on the Scheduling 

System, and plan not to be there, you must up-
date your entry in the Scheduling System. Oth-
erwise you will be charged for the use of the 
glider. You must also call the folks you asked to 
come and support your flight. 

2) Look at the On-Line Schedule System for revi-
sions and updates to the schedule.  

 

 

For Sale / Want to buy 
Members can post ads here. Send them to Heinz 

Actually Taken From Classified Ads In Newspapers: 
NICE PARACHUTE: Never opened - used once. Make offer 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Wanted 

The editor is looking for “round tuits”.  
No “round tuits” means no YAWSTRING. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Comments to the Editor 
Your YAWSTRING Editor will gladly receive comments from anyone.  

Write or Email to heinz@foxinternet.net or  
4504 SW Roxbury Place, Seattle WA 98136. 

 Most of them will get printed. 
 

 


