
YAWSTRING 
August  2004 

 

Page 1 of 12 

YAWSTRING  
NEWSLETTER OF THE BOEING EMPLOYEE ’S SOARING CLUB  

 

Volume XIV  August  2004 Issue #6 

 

Content 
 

Soaring in New Zealand..................1 
Training ............................................5 
BESC Newsbytes..............................5 
STEPS TO SAFER SOARING ......6 
Our Airplane Fleet Status...............8 
For Sale / Want to buy ....................8 
BESC Board .....................................9 
Instructors & Tow Pilots ..............10 
BESC Ops Schedule ......................11 
 

Flightline at Ephrata 

 
 

 

Soaring in New Zealand 
by Stan Kasprzyk  
As part of our 25th wedding anniversary trip, my wife 
Mary and I spent an outstanding 2 1/2 weeks touring New 
Zealand in March 2004. The weather in February had been 
the wettest in New Zealand in 150 years, so after raining 
themselves out, our arrival in March coincided with mostly 
clear skies and beautiful weather for our entire trip. We 
spent most of the vacation on the South Island, and 
planned on a visit to Omarama, with its reputation of good 
soaring conditions. I scheduled flights for both of us on 
March 11th, with Mary looking forward to sightseeing, 
while I hoped to savor any good ridge or wave soaring 
available.  
 
Mary took off first in one of Alpine Soaring's Twin Grobs 
with visiting UK instructor Bo Nilsson. Since it was still a 
"blue" day, everyone on the field watched Bo and Mary's 
progress off tow as they proceeded to climb quite well in 
some invisible thermals, with wisps of cu's soon starting to 
build. Mary and Bo headed out for some sightseeing, and 
as you can see from the "two thumbs up" photo on pg 2. 
Mary had a blast! 

As Mary was flying, the grid filled up with folks hoping to 
use the thermals and ridge lift to do some cross country 
soaring to the southeast. Doug Hamilton, Alpine Soaring 
chief instructor, and I brought out their new DG-1000 and 
prepped it for flight. 
As we got ready for takeoff, Doug and I discussed a cross-
country route that we would attempt to the southeast of 
Omarama as a leader-follower with a local New Zealand 
Libelle pilot, Paul Marshall. Coincidentally, Paul and I had 
conversed over the Internet months before when he sent 
me some gorgeous New Zealand mountain wave photos, 
and we just happened to be at Omarama on the same day. 
Our goal, if the conditions were right, was to cruise down 
to the southeast toward Dunedin, with a turnpoint at New 
Zealand's largest gold mine, at Macraes Flat.  
  
After a long takeoff roll to the east behind the relatively 
underpowered Cessna 172 towplane, we climbed in 
choppy conditions from Omarama's 1380 ft field elevation 
back over the field and released at about 3900 ft MSL 
(about 2500 ft AGL) over the ridges to the southeast of 
Omarama. I was able to release in some spotty lift, and I 
began some tight thermaling, enjoying the DG-1000's 
smooth flight controls and surprising agility for its long 
wingspan. 
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Mary's "two thumbs up" after her Omarama orientation flight in Alpine Soaring's Twin Astir 

 
Getting ready to fly with Alpine Soaring instructor Doug Hamilton 
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With some good pointers from Doug on good lift loca-
tions, I was able to transition to the ridge and continue 
climbing, working the ridge from 6500 ft to about 8000 ft. 
It started to look like wave conditions were forming, not 
with classic smooth lenticulars, but with alternating lanes 
of clear air and long clouds aligned perpendicular to the 
prevailing winds. With our 8000 ft in hand, we headed 
southeast and began climbing in mountain wave, aligned 
generally in southeast lanes.  
 
 

90 knots and 11,500 ft in the wave - and still climbing! 
 
 
 
Passing about 9000 ft, we became firmly established in 
very smooth wave conditions, which, when combined with 
the already smooth flight characteristics of the DG-1000, 
made us seem rock solid in our climb. We donned our 
oxygen cannulas, and proceeded to spend the next two+ 
hours exploring the sights of New Zealand from above 
10,000 ft. I headed cross-country, generally southeast be-
tween the eastern coastal towns of Omaru and Dunedin.  
(See Photo 1, pg 4) 
 
Back at Omarama, most of the 8 or 9 other sailplanes were 
having a hard time with the scratchy thermal conditions, 
with only one other sailplane, a Mosquito flown 
by Ron Davidson, able to transition to the wave and to 
head out cross country. Since our "follower" didn't appear 
to be able to join us, we explored the wave and fairly 
quickly made it to our main turnpoint at the large gold 
mine at Macraes Flat. (See Photo 2, pg 4) 
 

As we turned back to the northwest, we started comparing 
GPS positions with Ron Davidson, and figured we were 
within a few miles of each other. Although I've had to start 
using the dreaded "reading glasses", my long-range vision 
is still fine, and I was able to pick out Ron's "speck", and 
we joined up for some formation flying and a few air-to-air 
photos. 
 
 
 
 

 
Formation flying with Ron Davidson 

 in his Mosquito "ON" 
 
 
After a few photos, we split paths with Ron, and we were 
able to re-acquire some more decent wave lift as we 
headed back toward Omarama, topping off at13,150 ft. 
The altitude provided a perfect perch for some glorious 
views of the lakes and mountains of the Southern Alps, 
with Mt. Cook rising high in the distance. ( See Photo 3 , 
pg 5) 
 
 
We rejoined with another local sailplane as we returned to 
the Omarama area, then smoothly let down in descending 
spirals. After 3.3 hours in-flight, a smooth landing to the 
east capped off a perfect "Welcome to New Zealand" soar-
ing flight.  
Now for my next flight in New Zealand......  
Check out Alpine Soaring's website at: 

 http://www.soaring.co.nz/ 
Stan 
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Photo 1: Route of Flight on 11 March 2004 

 
Photo 2: Our southern turnpoint at New Zealand's largest gold mine at Macraes Flat 
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Photo 3: 13,000 ft over New Zealand looking toward the Southern Alps and Mt. Cook 

 
 

Training 
CFIG Scholarship Program 

BESC is continuing the offer of a CFIG Scholarship Pro-
gram. To qualify for application to the Scholarship Pro-
gram, you must 
1. have been a member of BESC for 1 year or more,  

and 
2. have a Glider commercial rating. 
Once approved for the program, you will qualify for re-
imbursement after you have passed: 
3. the Fundamentals of Instruction knowledge test; 
4. the CFIG knowledge test; and 
5. the CFIG practical test. 
You will then be reimbursed, up to a combined total limit 
of $500, for your CFIG Knowledge and Practical Test 
fees, and BESC glider and tow fees incurred during the 
pursuit of the CFIG rating. In return, you are obligating 
yourself to be the flight instructor on the field for a mini-

mum of 12 days over the next two years. Eligible mem-
bers may apply to our Vice President Michael Moore. The 
BESC Executive Board will award the scholarship.  
 

BESC Newsbytes 
Jose Fuentes adds Glider Rating 

On Monday, August 9 Jose Fuentes met with the FAA 
Designated Examiner Jim Yates to add a glider rating to 
his Commercial Pilot Certificate. 
After spending several hours in the Question and Answer 
pressure-cooker, both emerged from the Evergreen Club-
house for the flying part of the exam.. After four 
launches, Jim Yates congratulated Jose and welcomed 
him into the world of Commercial Glider Pilots. Jose 
thanks Jim Yates, DE, and Pierre Parent, Tow Pilot, and 
his ground crew consisting of Al Gregg and Heinz Gehl-
haar for all the support, as well as ESI for their clubhouse. 
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Golf Cart out of Service 
Some hotshot with pants on fire did the same to the golf 
cart at Arlington. 
Actually, it appears that one of the starter bolts backed 
out, & touched the battery, every one in a while. This ap-
parently heated up the sparkplug cable which melted its 
heat-shielding and set it a-fire, dripping flaming goo into 
the grass. I am told that there was some real foot-
stomping excitement on the field (to kill the grass-fire). 
Rumor has that the cart is receiving doctor’s visits in our 
hangar, and hopefully will recover soon.   

EPH Runway News 
Please be aware that runway 11/29, the "crosswind run-
way," may be under construction some time this summer. 
trucks may be crossing the south end of the ramp during 
weekdays. This will mean designating an alternate cross-
wind or emergency landing runways and extra safety pre-
cautions for those taking off and landing on the ramp.  

10 STEPS TO SAFER SOARING 
From SSA’s Soaring Safety Foundation 

1. Maintain Personal Proficiency  
Although Federal Aviation Regulations are quite specific 
in describing the minimum amount of recent experience 
required to act as pilot in command of an aircraft, it is im-
portant to make the distinction between being current and 
being proficient. The adjective current is used to describe 
a state of being up to date or occurring within a recent pe-
riod of time. Proficiency, on the other hand, relates to the 
ability to perform a skill with expert correctness. Being 
legally current to act as pilot in command does not neces-
sarily imply the level of proficiency needed to do so. Pi-
lots are encouraged to develop a personal proficiency 
program that allows continuous development of critical 
flight skills. This is especially important during inactive 
periods between soaring seasons.  

2. Use Checklists Effectively 
Checklists are a vital component of the operational safety 
of our sport. The use of checklists is appropriate in all as-
pects of soaring, including glider assembly, pre-flight in-
spection, pre-takeoff and pre-landing, and post-flight dis-
assembly. However, a checklist is only as good as the ef-
fort put forth in using it. The most frequent contributing 
factors in premature terminations of the tow accidents, for 
example, can be traced directly to improper use of the 
checklist. Other operational areas that may have serious 
consequences that result from the lack or improper use of 
the checklist include glider assembly, pre-flight inspec-
tion, and pre-landing. The Soaring Safety Foundation en-
courages all pilots to not only use checklists, but to use 
checklists properly.  

3. Properly Prepare for Each Flight 
Inadequate preflight preparation continues to be one of 
the most common causes of general aviation accidents. 

Preflight preparation encompasses a wide range of activi-
ties that include glider assembly, pre-flight inspection of 
the aircraft and related equipment, weight and balance 
calculations, a review of appropriate meteorological in-
formation, and consideration of regulatory issues that are 
applicable to the airspace through which the flight is 
planned. Additionally, the pilot's level of proficiency, 
physical condition, and physiological needs must also be 
considered. These examples represent only a portion of 
the tasks required to properly prepare for each flight. Re-
member, FAR 91.103 states, "Each pilot in command 
shall, before beginning a flight, become familiar with all 
available information concerning that flight."  

4. Conduct Positive Control Checks Frequently 
Several years ago, a promotion proclaiming the benefits 
of orange juice appeared on television. The theme of the 
advertisement was the idea that orange juice wasn't just a 
breakfast drink anymore. The marketing campaign fo-
cused on the concept that the customer would realize the 
same benefits of the juice regardless of when it was con-
sumed. This same rationalization can be applied to the 
positive flight control check. It is, of course, necessary to 
conduct a positive control check after the glider is assem-
bled. However, the integrity of the flight control system 
can be disrupted in ways other than the assembly process. 
It is possible that operational damage or malfunction may 
affect the continuity of the flight controls in a manner that 
may not be readily apparent during pre-flight inspection 
or the flight control check conducted before takeoff. A 
positive control check is always appropriate during the 
pre-flight inspection of the glider, especially if the pilot 
has any reason to question the integrity or proper opera-
tion of the flight control system. Remember, the positive 
control check isn't just for post-assembly anymore!  

5. Know the Standard American Soaring Signals 
In 1993, the Soaring Safety Foundation adopted a new 
signal designed to warn pilots of the glider's spoilers be-
ing inadvertently extended in-flight. In spite of the adop-
tion of this signal, accidents resulting from spoilers being 
inadvertently opened on takeoff continue to occur. In 
many cases, either the tow pilot is not aware of the exis-
tence of the signal or the pilot of the glider does not un-
derstand its meaning. Even if aircraft radios are used as 
the primary means of communication, it is vital for pilots 
of both the towing aircraft and the glider to understand the 
meaning and proper use of the Standard American Soar-
ing Signals. It is equally important for all ground person-
nel to understand and use proper signals as well.  

6. Always Plan for Emergencies 
Pilots should always have a plan of action in mind to ad-
dress potential emergency situations. This is especially 
true during takeoff, when the pilot has a limited amount 
of time and altitude available to use in reacting to an 
emergency. The Soaring Safety Foundation strongly rec-
ommends adding an E, for Emergency Plan, to every pre-
takeoff checklist. Emergency plans are just as important 
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for other phases of flight as well. Having an emergency 
plan in mind will allow the pilot to concentrate on the 
most important of all tasks - flying the glider!  

7. Maintain Situational Awareness 
In recent years, the frequency of accidents resulting from 
gliders being landed short of the selected landing area has 
continued to increase. In fact, land-short accidents have 
been the most common type of soaring accident recorded 
during the past two years. Frequently, these accidents oc-
cur during the landing approach at the conclusion of a lo-
cal flight. Common contributing factors cited in land-
short accidents are unanticipated sink, higher than ex-
pected winds, and misjudgments of altitude on the final 
approach. Pilots must develop and maintain an awareness 
of meteorological conditions or other circumstances that 
may affect the altitude required to safely complete the ap-
proach and landing. This awareness will help the pilot 
recognize and compensate for the effects of abnormal 
conditions that may be encountered during the landing 
approach.  

8. Use Effective Collision Avoidance Techniques 
With the increasing complexity of the national airspace 
system and the multitude of aircraft types competing for 
the limited amount of airspace available, effective colli-
sion avoidance techniques have become an absolute ne-
cessity on every flight. Collision avoidance is an ongoing 
process that begins before the glider ever leaves the 
ground. Regardless of whether the pilot intends to make a 
local or cross-country flight, proper planning is essential 
in minimizing the potential of a mid-air collision. Pilots 
should be familiar with proper pattern procedures at non-
towered airports, the use of common traffic advisory fre-
quencies and proper scanning techniques and clearing 
procedures. Additionally, pilots should be knowledgeable 
of any special requirements for the airspace through 
which a flight is planned.  

9. Eliminate Obstructions in Close Proximity to 
the Runway 

For the past several years, obstructions in close proximity 
to the runway have resulted in a significant number of ac-

cidents, second only to gliders being landed short of the 
intended landing area. The most common culprits are 
automobiles and other aircraft parked near the takeoff and 
landing area. Surprisingly, gliders damaged by hitting ob-
structions on airports outnumber those reported damaged 
by obstructions during off-airport landings. The most 
frustrating aspect of this type of occurrence is that most 
obstruction related accidents are easily preventable. The 
key to preventing this type of accident is simple. Keep all 
parked aircraft and other obstructions well clear of the 
takeoff and landing area. This can be accomplished by 
designating a staging area for gliders being readied for 
takeoff and for aircraft not in use. Other surface vehicles 
should be parked in an area separate from all aircraft.  

10. Make Safety the Primary Goal in all Decision-
making 

The sport of soaring is unsurpassed in terms of its beauty 
and serenity. Pilots are attracted to soaring for a number 
of reasons, most notably the sense of freedom and degree 
of personal challenge. Soaring provides a level of enjoy-
ment and companionship unmatched by any other form of 
aviation. However, the personal benefits of our sport di-
minish very quickly when pilots are injured and gliders 
are damaged or destroyed.  
Preventing the most common types of soaring accidents 
represents a serious challenge to the soaring community. 
The good news is that challenge creates opportunity. Pre-
venting the most common types of accidents provides us 
with the unique opportunity to significantly reduce the 
number of soaring accidents and, in doing so, make the 
sport much safer for everyone. The benefits of opportu-
nity, however, demand responsibility. Pilots must accept 
the responsibility to conduct all flight operations with 
safety as the primary objective. Every decision of every 
flight should first be considered in terms of how it will 
influence the safe operation of the flight. Only by making 
safety the primary goal in all decision-making, will we 
ever hope to eliminate the most common causes of glider 
accidents. 

 

Things to ponder 
Good judgment comes from experience. Unfortunately, the experience  usually comes from bad judgment. 

 
Keep looking around. There's always something you've missed. 

 
In the ongoing battle between objects made of glass and aluminum going tens of miles per hour and  

the ground going zero miles per hour, the ground has yet to lose. 
 

Remember, gravity is not just a good idea. It's the law. And it's not subject to repeal. 
 

Three most useless things to a pilot are the altitude above you, runway behind you, and a tenth of a second ago. 
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Our Airplane Fleet Status  
Check BESC Fleet Status on the BESC Web at http://www.boeingsoaring.com/fleet.html for details. 

Aircraft  Current  
Location  

Maintenance 
Manager  Next Annual Due  

Pawnee N6917Z Arlington  Pierre Parent Next annual - Feb 2005 
Ready to tow  

Super Cub N7474D Arlington  Mike Moore Next annual - Feb 2005 
 Ready to tow  

Schweizer 1-26 N7742S Ephrata Heinz Gehlhaar Next annual – Feb2005 
On the ramp and ready to fly. Treat the new Canopy and Cover carefully. 

Schweizer 1-34 N7644 Arlington  Gene Albee Next annual - Feb2005 
The 1-34 is rigged on the ramp. Treat the new Canopy and Cover carefully. 

Blanik L23 N264BA Arlington  Bruce Byrkett Next annual - Feb2005 
N264BA is on the ramp ready to fly. Treat the new Canopy Cover carefully. 

Blanik L23 N265BA Arlington  David Marshall Next annual - Feb2005 
All the work except brake adjustment is complete. Should be on ramp soon. 

L33 Solo N355BA Ephrata Craig Funston Next annual - Feb2005 
On Ramp and available for use. Treat the new Canopy Cover carefully. 

Astir N141SS (X3) Ephrata Keith Purves Next annual - Feb2005 
In trailer and available for use. 

Parachute Status Ephrata Michael Clarke All 3, Repack due in Nov. 
 

Last updated Aug 11, 2004.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Comments to the Editor 
Your YAWSTRING Editor will gladly receive comments from anyone.  

Write or Email to heinz@foxinternet.net or  
4504 SW Roxbury Place, Seattle WA 98136. 

 Most of them will get printed. 
 
 
 

 

For Sale / Want to buy 
Members can post ads here. Send them to Heinz 
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BESC Board 
Here are the persons who spend a lot of their time to make the Organization run. If you see a problem, which you think 
you can handle better, please speak up. We can use all the help we can get. Or if there is a problem you can’t solve, or if 
you want to participate in running BESC, please bring it to the attention of any of the board members.  
 

Officers:  

Office Name Phone Mail  E-mail 

President Jay Todd W (206)-662-7624 
H (253)-847-0377 

20-73 james.todd@alteontraining.com 

Vice President Mike Moore H (206)-790-7949 -- mmore@attglobal.net 

Secretary Gene Albee H (253)-350-9793 -- phlyre@comcast.net 

Treasurer Martin Gibbins 
Assistant needed 

W (206)-655-2727 
H (425)-644-4696 

4E-11 martin.n.gibbins@boeing.com 

C.F.&S.O. Ron Bellamy W (425)-338-5175 
H (425)-827-8672 

-- ronbellamy@msn.com 

Operations Don Banford (Cell) (206)-619-7201 -- donbanford@msn.com 

Pawnee Manager Pierre Parent H (360)-653-2613 -- pierrejparent@earthlink.net 

Super Cub Man-
ager 

Mike Moore H (206)-790-7949 -- mmore@attglobal.net 

Officers, (continued) 

Sailplane Managers 

Glider  Name Phone E-mail 

N7742S, 1-26 Heinz Gehlhaar H (206)-932-5428  heinz@foxinternet.net 

N7644 (1-34) Gene Albee H (253)-350-9793  phlyre@comcast.net 

N355BA (L-33) Craig Funston H (360)-671-8913 cfunston@geigerengineers.com 

N264BA (L-23) Bruce Byrkett H (425)-222-6895  ����������	

��

  

N265BA (L-23) David Marshall H (206)-406-8046  ��������
���	�����
������

  

N141SS (Astir) Keith Purves W (206)-205-8554  
H (425)-255-7452  

purvesk@quixnet.net 

Non-Officers: 

Office Name Phone Mail  E-mail 

Bookkeeper David Owen 
Assistant needed 

W (425)-342-4737 
H (360)-653-8928 

03-16 david.owen@boeing.com 

Newsletter Heinz Gehlhaar H (206)-932-5428 -- heinz@foxinternet.net 

Webmaster Jim McNeil W (206)-662-4214 
H (425)-827-1834 

19-HJ james.w.mcneil2@boeing.com 

Librarian Tony Puglisi W (425)-342-0501 
H (206)-367-6980 

03-RE tonypam@comcast.net 
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Instructors & Tow Pilots 

BESC Instructors 
This is a list of our Instructors. When you fly with them, worry about their well-being; like getting a break, getting some-
thing to drink and getting lunch. If it were not for the CFIGs almost none of us would be flying.  
Steve Baker 
Ron Bellamy 
Rich Blow 
 

Chuck Flora 
Al Gregg 
Skip Gregorie 
John Hope 

Stan Kasprzyk @ 

Kapi Parks 
Dave Reusch  
Ragnar Smith 

@ Denotes SSA Instructor  
Thanks a lot to all those CFIGs who sign-up weekend after weekend. The students do appreciate your time and effort. 

BESC Tow Pilots  
Remember the last time when soaring was grounded until a tow pilot could be found to replace the one who did not sign 
up or forgot to show up? Then you really find out how much our tow pilots mean to us! 
While they do love and live to fly, we subject them to long hours in often not too nice conditions, and we grumble when 
they take a break to take on fuel, food and to exchange liquids. Because our tow pilot pay schedule is quite low (very 
close to zero, I’d say) we BESC members surely want the below-named folks to know that we have high regard for your 
skill and your contribution to BESC. May you always be 200 feet ahead of us!. 

TOW Pilots 
Allan, Bill 
Banford, Don** 
Bellamy, Ron+ 
Flora, Chuck**  
Funston, Nelson 
 

Hope, John** 
Johnson, Eric+ 
Kasprowicz, Krzys 
Koehn, Mike 
McNeil, Jim 
 

Moore, Michael+ 
Niedermeyer, Carl+ ** 
Northcraft, Steve** 
Parent, Pierre** 
Smith, Ragnar** 
Todd, Jay 

+ Denotes Commercial Power Rating,   ** Denotes BECS Check Pilot 

 

YAWSTRING Masthead  
YAWSTRING 

Newsletter of the Boeing Employees Soaring Club  
Available at http://www.boeingsoaring.com/yaw.html 

Newsletter editing and layout: Heinz Gehlhaar, heinz@foxinternet.net 
 

The newsletter is published whenever the editor gets “a round tuit”. Serious attempts are being made to publish it once a 
month. Usually it gets out sometimes in the middle of the month. Please send round tuits! 

Also, Please Please send me any errors you see in the Newsletter. Call me at 206-932-5428.  
 

Landings 

As my plane landed and was coming to a stop at LaGuardia, a lone voice came over the loudspeaker: 
"Whoa, big fella. WHOA!" 

 
***** 

After a particularly rough landing during thunderstorms, a flight attendant on my flight announced:  
"Please take care when opening the overhead compartments because, after a landing like that, 

 sure as hell everything has shifted." 
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BESC Ops Schedule 
A few folks under the guidance of Michael Moore have been working hard to formulate a Flying Team arrangement 
which would result in having an Arlington Operations Team scheduled for every weekend. An Operations Team consists 
of a Tow Pilot, and Instructor and a Field Manager. The result of that work is this Generic Operations Schedule 

For the Spring/Summer Season in Arlington they have 
gotten commitments from these folks: 

Day Field Manager Instructor Tow Pilot 

1st Sat. OPEN Blow Hope 

1st Sunday OPEN Baker Kasprowicz 

2nd Sat. Marshal Bellamy McNeil 

2nd Sunday OPEN Flora? OPEN 

3rd Sat. R. Todd Weller J. Todd 

3rd Sunday Owen Kasprzyk Niedermeyer 

4th Sat. W. Moore Reusch M. Moore 

4th Sunday OPEN Al Gregg? Koehn 

5th Sat. unscheduled unscheduled unscheduled 

5th Sunday unscheduled unscheduled unscheduled 

  

For the Fall /Winter Season in Arlington they have gotten 
commitments from these folks: 

Day Field Manager Instructor  Tow Pilot 

1st Sat. OPEN Hope Blow 

1st Sunday OPEN Baker Kasprowicz 

2nd Sat. OPEN Bellamy McNeil 

2nd Sunday OPEN Flora? OPEN 
3rd Sat. R. Todd Weller J. Todd 

3rd Sunday Owen Kasprzyk Niedermeyer 

4th Sat. W. Moore Reusch M. Moore 

4th Sunday OPEN Al Gregg? Koehn 

5th Sat. unscheduled unscheduled unscheduled 

5th Sunday unscheduled unscheduled unscheduled 

 
Do your see all the OPEN boxes? Please contact Michael Moore and tell him that you would like to see your name in one 
of those boxes. 
 
Access to the official schedule is still available via  http://my.schedulemaster.com or dialing 1-800-414-6114.  
For questions or to request access, please contact Jay Todd., BESC President, (H) (253)  847-0377.   
Concise rules for Schedule Master will be updated once we find out how this system along with Operations Team Con-
cept works for us.  
For questions or suggestions regarding the schedule or the use of Schedule Master, please contact Michael Moore, BESC 
Vice-President, (H) (425) 235-1610  

 

Instructions for Field Managers:  

Field managers have the following duties and responsi-
bilities. 
·  Show up on time at the start of operations (9:30 am at 

the latest).Please obtain your own substitute if unable 
to support the schedule. 

·  Coordinate with the towpilot and instructor to deter-
mine details of operations for the day. 

·  Start and maintain the Flight Operations List, track 
aircraft, times, etc. 

·  Ensure all paper work is in order, especially waivers 
for trial membership flights. 

·  Ensure trial members pay in advance prior to launch-
ing. 

·  Crack the whip if necessary, to have the glider ready 
to launch when the towplane arrives. 

·  Keep vigilance on the changing conditions and en-
sure safe operations are being practiced. 

·  Ensure the gliders are properly tied down and secured 
at the end of the flying day. (This means simply dou-
ble check the gliders after they have been secured. 
Check for flight control locks, proper tie down prac-
tice, etc.) 

·  Ensure the hangar lights are turned off and the hangar 
is secured. 
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·  Ensure all combination locks are hangar are reset to 
0-0-0-0. 

·  Ensure the Flight Operations List and the Tow Cards 
(from the Towpilots) get mailed to Linda Chism, the 
Flight Log Keeper or to James H. Todd, M/S 20-73.   
Linda Chism (even though inactive) is still the BESC 
log-keeper. If stamped addressed envelopes are avail-
able in the BESC hangar, send tow cards, logs and all 
data relative to flying activities to Linda at: 

Linda Chism 
5422 46th Ave SW 
Seattle WA 98136 

e-mail: linda.chism@gte.net 
The club will reimburse all mailing costs (receipts 
helpful, but not mandatory). 

·  Report any incidents, accidents or unsafe activity to a 
board member as soon as practicable. 

·  Notify the next-scheduled towpilot and instructor & 
Field Manager, the Maintenance Manager and other 
relevant person(s) of issues which affect the opera-
tions of the following day or weekend; e.g.the tow-

plane suffers a mechanical breakdown, or some 
glider is not flyable.  

·  You may use the email facility of the Schedule Sys-
tem to quickly notify everyone. Click on FORUM, 
and then on Start a new Thread. Type a Title and the 
test and click on  POST at the bottom. It’s really sim-
ple: just follow the directions on the screen. 

Operations Reminder to everyone:  
1) If you have made reservations on the Scheduling 

System, and plan not to be there, you must up-
date your entry in the Scheduling System. Oth-
erwise you will be charged for the use of the 
glider. You must also call the folks you asked to 
come and support your flight. 

2) Look at the On-Line Schedule System for revi-
sions and updates to the schedule.  

 

 
 

Wanted 
The editor is looking for “round tuits”.  

No “round tuits” means no YAWSTRING. 
 

 
Flying Lesssons 
1. Every takeoff is optional. Every landing is mandatory.  
2. If you push the stick forward, the houses get bigger. If you pull the stick back, they get smaller. That is, 

unless you keep pulling the stick all the way back, then they get bigger again.  
3. Flying isn't dangerous. Crashing is what's dangerous.  
4. It's always better to be down here wishing you were up there than up there wishing you were down here.  
5. The propeller is just a big fan in front of the airplane used to keep the pilot cool. When it stops, you can 

actually watch the pilot start sweating.  
6. When in doubt, hold on to your altitude. No one has ever collided with the sky.  
7. A 'good' landing is one from which you can walk away. A 'great' landing is one after which they can use 

the sailplane again.  
8. Learn from the mistakes of others. You won't live long enough to make all of them yourself. 
9. The probability of survival is inversely proportional to the angle of arrival. Large angle of arrival, small 

probability of survival and vice versa.  
10. Stay out of clouds. The silver lining everyone keeps talking about might be another airplane going in the 

opposite direction. Reliable sources also report that mountains have been known to hide out in clouds. 
11. You start with a bag full of luck and an empty bag of experience. The trick is to fill the bag of experi-

ence before you empty the bag of luck.  
12. Helicopters can't fly; they're just so ugly the earth repels them. Also, helicopters fly by beating the air 

into submission.  


