Aero Retrieve

By Fred Hermanspann

June 27marked another attempt to fly the Chinook back from Ephrata to Arlingtomas not the best
weather prediction for a Cascade crossing but it seemed worthwhile to try and at leastaoaber
nice 6Easy Sidgflight in. While the impressive field of Region 8 competitors was lined up on the grid
and waiting for the geahead,| was able; with the help of Keith Pwmues and Noel Wadeto get a tow
and tohead out. Well, it did not last long. | got suckerei ichasing dust devils further and further
away(without successandgettinglower and loweuntil | wasforced to make an offield landing in a
fallow field next to a road just 12 miles away from Ephrata.

What to do without a trailer? While still pondering the few options available, Mike Moore, who had
finished towing duties for the contest, suggested ugimgnearby country road for an aero retrieve.

After some initiaskepticismthis sounded like an excellent idea. | joined Mike in his C182 for an aerial
exploration and a possible landing while St®@thcraftandTed Goble drove up to help from the
ground. Thaunpavedroad proved to be quite landable for the 82 and after removing a plastic stake
and flattening some weeds it seemed quite suitable for an aero tow.

So we pulled the Chinook out to the road and set up the takeoff. During the whole time there was not
any other traffic but just to secure the roaieve secured the road behind with his car and Ted walked
ahead to a slight rise to make sure nobody was having to face the C182 unexpectedly. The takeoff itself
was uneventful except for the huge dust cloud kicked up by the G18#n still trying to géthe dust

out of the Chinook cockpit.



Mike after a perfect road landing



The Chinook getting ready



75D getting ready, Ted securing the road ahead

This operation saved the day for me and | cannot thank Mike enough for his iniaativall the help,
together with Steve Northcraft and Ted Goble! So while this was not the most mentionable soaring
flight (Jim Simmons will not let me live down tbiéasy Sideremark) it turned into a truly memorable
aero retrieve



