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Evergreen Soaring and Tony Wiederkehr finally signed the lease contract for Tony’s G103, the Twin Astir.  

Tony first had to take care of some repairs and updates and spared no expense to provide it with some 

fancy instrumentation before making it available to us.  The lease contract is for the time period of May 

1 to October 31 of this year; if everything works out as anticipated, it will serve as a model for future 

years.  ESI has now a modern performance two-seater available that has good XC performance as well as 

enough cockpit room and weight allowances for most everybody in the club. 

Steve Baker, Stan Kasprzyk, John Hope and Angus McKinnon  are our checkout CFIs and so far Winfried 

Feifel, Gary Paulin, Howard Glover, Heinz Gehlhaar, Merel O’Rourke and Fred Hermanspann are checked 

out in this new ESI flagship.  According to pilots, who have flown also the single-seat Astir, it has the 

same solid thermalling feel and about the same performance (a max L/D of 35+). 

Stan enjoying the rear seat visibility 

  

 

 



The Twin Astir does weigh a lot with a maximum weight of 1370 lbs. and with its two part wing it takes a 

few people to rig.  This is a good incentive to aim for making it back to base or landing on airports that 

allow aero retrieves.  Fortunately Tony has wing covers and wants to have it tied down on the line. 

When the prototype G103 flew first in 1976, it was Grob’s answer to the Schempp-Hirth Janus that came 

out at the end of 1974.  The Janus was the first modern composite two-seater, that made two-seat XC 

flying interesting again.  Eventually it led to the Duo Discus and now the Arcus and a major boost in the 

20m two-seat class.  The G103 did not quite achieve the same high performance reputation even though 

it has some respectable performance (just like its single-seat stall mate).  

After Grob built 291 basic Twin Astirs with a side folding main gear, it manufactured 549 Twin II (with 

fixed nose and main gears) and 167 Twin III (with a slightly larger wing) which enjoy a solid reputation as 

basic and advanced trainers.  Some of the Twin III were equipped with retractable self-launch engines 

and Ed Walker has one of the last production models.  

Winfried demonstrating the landing gear actuation 

 

So let’s see what this bird is able to do and make use of this opportunity to improve the level of XC flying 

in Evergreen!   Two-seat XC soaring is fun (and Stan is now working on the XC requirements). 


